


*** 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE AT THE NURSERY 

A VAST RANGE OF INDIGENOUS PLANTS*** 
PROP A GA TED FROM LOCAL SOURCES 

• trees 

* shrubs 

* wild flowers 

* grasses 

• clim hers & creepers 

• ground covers & herbs 

* water plants 

plus EXPERT ADVICE FROM STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 
supported by a comprehensive range of publications 

OUR SALES AREA IS OPEN 

Wednesdays 
Fridays 
Sundays** 

9.30 am - 12.30 
9.30 am -12.30 
1.00 pm- 3.00 

** Sunday Sales facility not available during the summer months - Dec-Jan
Feb. Re-opening first Sunday in March 

CRISP MANAGEMENT TEAM FOR 2003/4 

COMJvUTTEE 
Olwen Jones 
Carmel Koesasi 
Annette O'Sullivan 
Pam Catling 
Marian Aiken-Petersen 

Nursery Manager 
Nursery Assistants 

- President 
- Vice President 
- Nursery Co-ordinator 
- Treasurer 
- Secretary/Editor 

- Jo Middlehurst 

Paul Chenery 
Joyce Jones 
Greg Jacobs 
John Beeston 

- Bill Hermon Graeme Heatherhill 



NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR RANGE 

The primary objective of CRISP Nursery is the rescue and sustenance of our local indigenous 
plant species. 

Rescue To this end we are constantly on the look-out for endangered species in need 
of rescuing from the inroads of urban development 

Propagation This is determined back in our potting-on shed - whether by seed or 
by cuttings. 

Distribution Through our Sales Area new species are planted in individual 
gardens as well as through regeneration projects in our various bushland reserves. 

Via all three of the above processes CRISP aims to make reasonably certain that those 
of our indigenous plants that are surviving in 2003 will be still surviving in 2030. 

The following species have recently been added to our range 
Now available in our Sales Area or via orders 

Bracteantha palustris 
0.3-1 m high 
Erect rhizomatous perennial herb. Single golden yellow flowerheads to 5 cm on stems. Nov.-March 
Swamp scrub winter-wet grassland. 

Cynoglossum suaveolens sweet hounds tongue 
o.1-imx0.5-1.5m 
Erect to spreading perennial herb. Highly fragrant, stalked small white flowers with yellow centres. Well drained 
heavy soil. Useful for containers or on embankments. 

Ranuncuh.1s glabrifolius shining buttercup 
Prostrate to 10cm high 
Slender, stoloniferous, perennial herb. Glossy leaves, yellow flowers. Moist to wet soils. Localiy rare 

Tetrarrhena juncea forest wire grass 
Wiry, many branched scrambling perennial grass with minutely hooked stems. Moist soils tolerating drying out in 
summer. 

Lepidosperma gunnii (similar to variable sword-sedge) 
Narrow stiff dark green leaves, narrow loose panicies to 75mm long with erect branches and brown spikelets. 
Sept. - March Very adaptable. 

Comesperma voiubile love creeper 
Open slender climber. Almost leafless. Loose racemes of blue flowers. Aug.- Dec. Well drained soil with roots 
protected from drying out. 

Microtis sp. 
Slender giabrous terrestrial orchid that dies back to a tuber over Summer and Autumn. A single hollow leaf 
sheathes the stem. Tiny green flowers in a dense or open spike. 
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Securing genetic material We would like to be able to get these rare plants out into peple's 
gardens so that the genetic material is secured. Also as an additional seed source for the 
nursery would be great. 

If you would like to contribute seed or cutting material from plants purchased from 
CRISP it would be greatly appreciated 

- Annette O'Sullivan 

THE OPTION OF ORDERING SPECIFIC PLANTS 

Afembers should be aware that at any given time the Sales Area will not be stocked 
with our entire range of available plants. 

Please take advantage of our Ordering Facility. Order Forms are available in the 
office. Just note the species and quantity required and your order could -i,vell be 
.fit(filled within a week or so~ or at a date stipulated by you. 

• NEW PRICES 

Tubes Public $. l .50 Members 
]50 mm Pots " $.4.00 

* Separate category for difficuh-to-grnw plants 

$.LOO 
$.3.00 

Most of the plants to be classified in this new category are propagated under the 
skilled care of Lola Mensch. 

Have you ever wondered about the small glasshouse that sits at the far end of our 
hardening-off area? If you have folt its delightful proportions and somewhat 
satisfying nestling into the slope suggest a comfortable kinship with its task - you are 
right! 

It is to the care of this glasshouse that Lola entrusts her special plants. These include 
the pea flowering Dillwynias, Daviesias, Platylobiums and Pultenaeas, the Epacris 
impressa and Correa rejlexa, the Hovea /inearis, Stylidium gramin[folium and 
Banksia In future these plants \Vill cost more in recognition of the considerable work 
involved in their successful propagation. 

PRICES for difficult-to-propagate plants 

i Tubes 
, 150 mm Pots 

Public $.3.00 
$.6.00 

Members $.2.50 
$.5.00 

3 



* MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

On Friday, 19th September, we had our most recent A. G.M. - the 7th since becoming 
incorporated. The Australian Plant Society's A.G.M.on the same night wasn't quite 
what we would have liked, but next year we shall try to organize things a bit better. 
However, in spite of several apologies, we were very pleased to have so many 
members turn up. 

The business part of the evening was quickly out of the way and then we were able to 
sit back and enjoy Darren Wallace's stimulating talk, with the help of slides, about the 
developments that have taken place in the Knox area over the past twenty years or so. 

With such a vital person as Darren presenting, one could only be inspired by his 
presentation. He supplied much food for thought and made suggestions as to what 
we might do at C.R.LS.P. We shall certainly be thinking about his ideas and 
hopefully acting upon them. 

The evening concluded with a very delicious supper. 
- Olwen Jones 

ADVICE FROM OUR NURSERY MANAGER 

Our local bush reserves have come alive with Spring and that little e:x1ra warmth and rain. The nursery 
is looking gorgeous too with all the wildflowers showing off their colour. Our new sales area is 
functioning and looks fantastic! If you haven't come down yet for a look please try, as there is more 
room, with more display plants and it's a pleasant place to be. Sales are up too which is great. ~Any 
suggestions are most welcome. Please put in orders now ifthere are specific plants you may want for 
next autumn. 

We are busy sowing seeds, taking cuttings and potting up. Some successful germination has been 
occurring with some rarer plants. Annette and I get quite excited when we go into the polyhouse and 
see new 'babies' appearing. Hopefully this will lead to these plants being available for sales in the 
future. 

The past few months have been very productive around the nursery, with reorganizing stock areas, 
cleaning up garden beds. mulching, seed cleaning and weeding. All this wouldn't be possible without 
our regular, smiling, hardworking volunteers! It's a pleasure to come to such a happy place to work. 
I recommend to everyone to try and visit at least one reserve or bush area this spring as they are 
looking stunning, and it gives you ideas for your own garden I 

Jo Middlehurst 
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'"' THE CELEBRATION OF OUR 1 (rh BIRTHDAY XX 

• A commemor alive tree 

October 3'° the volunteers of CRISP celebrated our first 10 _years. To commemorate, a 
Eucal_yptus globoidea [white stringybark) was planted in our morning tea garden setting 

Our 'men at work' chose the site and prepared it with mulch and complimentary 
surrounding plants, ready for the big occasion. , Lola and Charlie Mensch, being our 
longest serving Members. accepted the responsibilit_y of placing the plant within the well 
prepared area .. 

Pam Catling 

* Luncheon party. 

Our sincere gratitude to Ber_yl and Trevor Blake in willingl_y acceding to Committee's 
request to hold a function in their delightful garden. 

It is an uncommon experience to behold an expanse of remnant M icrolaena stipoides 
- weeping grass; an expanse of truly Australian lawn! It was on such a turf, covering 
some gentle slopes, surrounding a ver_y large pond, set in the midst of an extensive 
bushland garden, that our Luncheon P art_y was located. 

Food barbequed on 
an in-ground pit 
added to the 'indigenous' 
atmosphere, while the 
scattering of garden 
settings enhanced 
the sense of occasion. 
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For all those fortunate to have chosen to attend .. the day will remain a uniquel_y 
memorable one. Memorable in the event being celebrated amidst a rat her unique 
example of the beauty of our local indigenous flora. Memorable in the celebration of 
the community spirit upon v.,ihich CRISP depends. 

'Perhaps more importantly, a day when those who had staunchly made their commitment 
10 years ago, armed only with their determination and their energy, could feel 
satisfaction in the commitment from those others whom they have stimulated. 

0 n behalf of the Committee 
Marian Aiken-Petersen 

A foundation member - our hosts - our past President - our Nursery Co-ordinator 
(Lola Mensch) (Beryl & Trevor Blake) (Margaret Williams) (Annette O'Sullivan) 

* OUR SUNDAY SALES ROSTER 

We invite members and volunteers to consider supporting our Sunday Sales roster, 
say once each tvvo-month period, or once each three month period It is quite a 
delight to spend a couple of hours talking with clients with the same interests. So 
why not have a go.? 

Our ability to open the sales area for 2 hours each Sunday afternoon, 9 months of the 
year, has resulted in a marked increase in our sales to local residents. But it has 
depended on the regular commitment of the few. We would welcome your support 

Please contact A-larian on 9725 7439 to advise of your willingness 
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Aquinas students develop their green thumbs! 

Over much of this year Aquinas College has forged an ongoing partnership with 
CRISP nursery that has seen among other things, Year 11 Environmental Science 
students visiting CRISP every fortnight to get a hands on experience in dealing with 
the propagation of many of Victoria's indigenous plants. In particular these include: 

~ planting 

• potting 
• sowing seed trays 
• cuttings and hormone dipping 
• pricking out. 

Aquinas students 
labelling and sowing 
seed trays at CRISP 
nursery. 

CRISP has also supported a number of revegetation projects run by the College over 
the past 12 months. It is the College's aim to have the grounds reach 'Land for 
Wildlife' status in the ne::d 5 years and sees the partnership between CRISP and 
Aquinas as pivotal in the success of the mission. 

The years 7 & 8 SRC group take a 
well earned rest during a recent tree 
planting event nm by the Year 11 
Environmental Science class. It is 
hoped over the next few years to 
plant over 300 golden wattles along 
the embankment that :runs up the 
west side of the college. 



Plants from CRISP have also helped with the development of a frog and butterfly 
garden adjacent to the Science building. Over the course of the year the students have 
transformed this area from THJS 

to THIS 

and the Brovm Tree Frogs have already moved inl 



THE WIDER VISION 

East Timor 

On a cold, bleak Wednesday in August the nursery received a letter from Timor LoroSae 
postmarked Dili. It was quite a thrill. Earlier this year we had made a donation of 
$200 (via Caritas Aust.) to the village of Oamna in the province of Oecussi, East Timor. 

The letter was from Ms, Sieneke Martin of Caritas' Dili office thanking us for our 
donation and our letter to the villagers, both of which had been forwarded to them. 

However in practical terms she thought communication between our group and the 
villagers of Oamna might prove very difficult because - and I quote: 

• "The nearest post office is in Dili, 12 hours away on the ferry, which 

leaves from Oecussi town which is two hours by bus from Oamna. 
• Most of the women in Oamna can't read or write 
• The language most of them speak is Baikeno, the district language. 
• Very few of them would speak Bahasa Indonesian " (We wrote in 

Indonesian) 

The province of Oecussi is an enclave situated on the northern coast within Indonesian 
West Timor. Perhaps we didn't fully appreciate how great is the geographic separation 
between this province and the rest of East Timor or how remote and isolated is the 
village of Oamna. We were also surprised at the paucity of Indonesian speakers (Does 
anyone out there speak Baikeno?) 

Initially we felt a little despondent, as we thought our original aim, of a more personal 
communication rather than simply giving money, had some merit. However we haven't 

given up on the idea and (like any committee worth its salt) we're exploring our options -
-- Any ideas gratefully received 

Carmel Koesasi 

TRUST FOR NATURE (VICTORIA) 

Under the auspices of the Trust, and in conjunction with Latrobe University and the 

Gould League, Melbourne is about to gain a wildlife sanctuary within its borders The 
first of its type in Victoria, this exciting project - to which CRISP recently donated 
$200 - involves developing La Trobe University's 28 hectare Wildlife Reserve in nearby 

Bundoora into a safe sanctuary for the original fauna of the region. 
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The Melbourne Sanctuary project will bring back the fauna of Victoria to as it was in 
the days of Batman and Buckley when, at night, the bush was alive with native cats, small 
wallabies, bettongs, potoroos, padeemelons, gliders and marsupial mice. By day, brolgas, 
pied geese, huge bustards, and emus could be seen in large numbers on the plains and 
swamps. 

By 1964 the area that is now La Trobe University was hospital farmland on which there 
were grazing cattle, orchards, agricultural crops, and stormwater and sewage run-off. 
With some remnant ancient Red Gums as the starting point, the 28 hectare reserve has 

gradually been restored to its original state. The reserve is now one of the longest 
running ecological projects in Australia with a wetland system that has pioneered the 
treatment of urban run-off in a way that provides ecologically appropriate wildlife 
habitat in urban areas. 

A newly designed cat and fox-proof fence is proposed to replace the existing fence, 
erected in 1968. This will enable the re-introduction of the fauna, creating a complex 
mosaic of plants and animals. The area already supports kangaroos, possums, sugar 
gliders, a range of bats, marsupial mice and a superb range of bird species. Species 
being considered for re-introduction, or augmentation of surviving populations, in the 
early to medium stages of the project include - platypus, three varieties of bondicoot, 
three varieties of dunno.rt, Eastern Pygmy possum, common wombat, Feathertail glider, 
Magpie geese, Bro!ga, and more! 

A visitors centre with educational displays and teaching and learning facilities is planned 
adjacent to the sanctuary, enhancing the educational and tourism aspects of the project 

For more information contact Trust for Nature 

or 385 Little Lonsdale St., Melbourne 3000 

Another of the Trust's projects supported by CRISP is Ned's Corner Station, 81 kms 

west of Mi!dura. The largest of their landscape-scale conservation projects, the 
purchase of this former grazing property, with actual river frontage to the Murray 
River, is now being managed for nature conservation. 

The varied and permarientiy protected habitats on this 30,000 ha property include a 
vast, ancient alluvial plain dominated by Satibush, Ma!lee and Black Box Woodlands, 
corridors of Murray Pine on sand ridges and dunes, end magnificient corridors of River 
Red Gum along the Murray River. Bird species of note include the Bush Stone Curlew, 
Apostle Bird, Regent Parrot, Barking Owl, Major Mitchell Cockatoo and Chestnut
crowned Babbler. One can only hope this project wiii go some way to helping the Murray 

River survive its continuing exploitation. 
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* MORE LOCALLY FOCUSED 

Closer to home, CRISP Nursery donated $.50 to Eastern Community Broadcaster's 
(FM 98.1) re-building fund. This fellow volunteer group recently lost their two modern 
studios at Croydon Wyreena Community Arts Centre when fire gutted the radio complex. 
Eastern FM has invariably readily responded to the Nursery's requests for publicity re 
our various events. 

DONA TI ONS RECEIVED 

We are both grateful and thrilled to acknowledge receipt of two unexpected 
donations 

From Christ Church in Heathmont came a cheque for $65- with the brief 
explanation - "in support of your work in improving the environment" 

Via Anna Lanigan, who contributed the article in our last newsletter entitled 
"The enthusiasm that led to an Award Winning School Garden': 
a recommendation was made to Essa Australia for a grant of $1,000 to the 
nursery. This has since been received and will be put to immediate use in the 
felling of a couple of large "weed trees 1

' beside the new sales area. While this 
new site provides more space for displays, it is presently handicapped by the 
tree shadowing which neither lifts the spirits of the plants nor the visitors. 

e MEN AT WORK 

The major task in hand is the dean-up dmFn behind the concrete bunkers - removal of ivy, 
wandering Jew, blackberries. FVe propose to clear this area o_(these weeds and do an 
extensive planting of trees and other plants. Try and turn it into a forest! 1 am going lO 

make contact 1vith the Crocquet Club whose land borders our back boundwy in order to get 
to the other side of the fence and do a bit ofplanting on their side 

Charlie, can usually be seen working on Tuesdays - keeping the place clean and tidy and 
washing tubes - in addition to his regular Friday mornings attending to general maintenance 
requiremenls. Bill, Graeme and Dennis have put the shade cloth on various areas.for 
protectionji-om the approaching Summer heat. Also almost completed is the setting up of the 
new sales area. 

On a personal note - o recent highlight was Fisiting Charlie and Lola 's garden. Ajzer 
e;~joying their luncheon ofhomemade soup, etc., ii was deligh{ful to wander througi such a 
love~v garden. So peacefi1l watching the wattle birds eating the nectar_fi'om the Grevi!lia 
Superior 

- Steven McMilian 11 



THE WONDER OF WILDFLOWERS 

\vhile the orange and _yellow hues of the D aviesia and Pultenea, the purple and pink of 
the Hardenbergia and lndigofera take centre stage, down at ground level man_y of ow 
wildflowers prepare for their annual performance. From amongst their gr ass_y clumps_. 
the bowed heads of the Styiidiums, the Bulbine .. the .6.nthropdiums begin their own 
movement. Like the h.:1rmony of the ballet, these lilies are dependent on the energ_v of 
their accompanying rising stalk to bear them aloft, to bring the t01.Jch of a magical 
f air_yland to _vour garden. 

For spectacular displays plant the smaller lilies .. Anthropodiums, B ulbine .. T helionema .. 
in dumps. For the chocolate lilies dig a hole of approx. 12 inches across and place 
about 6 plants therein. .6.nd remember .. their common names, chocolate and vanilla 
lilies, reflect the fragrance they add to your garden! For further enjoyment, grow 
wildflowers in pots or hanging baskets. 

Anthropodium mille.florum pale vanilla lily 0.3 - l m x 30 cm 
Grass-like tufted perennial herb. Slightly fleshy dark green leaves to 30cm. 
Pale pink, mauve or white flowers in clusters of2 or 3 on branched, leafless, slender stems to 1 m tall 
Sept. - Jan. Moist clay soils 

Anthropodium strictum chocolate lily 0.2 - 1 m x 0.2 - 0.8 m 
Dwarf perennial herb, grass-like leaves to 40 cm long. Violet flowers, chocolate or caramel scented, 
singly on erect stalks. Sept. - Dec. Well drained soils 

Bulbine bulbosa bulbine lily 0.2 - 0.6 m x 30 cm 
Densely tufted perennial herb, erect green to grey-green succulent rush-like leaves to 40 cm long.Yello 
star-like flowers to 20 mm, wide clustered on leafless flowering stems. Sept - Jan. Plants die back to 
a tuberous rootstock in dry weather. Moist well drained soils 

Caesfo par1 1~flora pale grass lily l O - 30 cm x ] 0 - 25 cm 
Tufted perennial herb, grass-like leaves to 25 cm x 5 mm wide. White to pale lavender flowers, 
scattered along slender erect flowering stems to 30 cm high. Sept. - Feb. Moist well drained soils 

Dianella longffolia pale or smooth flax-lily 0.3 - 0.8 m x 0.5 m 
Tufted perennial clump with thick short rhizome and tuberous roots, soft light green leaves to 80 cm x 
12 mm wide. Loose to dense panicles of pale blue flowers in groups of2-12, on robust stems to l m 
high. Flowering Aug - Jan., followed by dark blue or purple berries. Moist well drained soils. 

Diane/la revoluta hl{lck anther or spreading.flax-lily 0.3 - 1 m x 0.5 - 2.5 m 
Robust open tufted perennial, spreading by vigorous rhizones. Dark green leaves to 70 cm long, loose 
to dense panicles of blue flowers on branched stems to 1 m high. Aug - May followed by shiny dark 
blue berries. Well drained soils 

Dianella tasmanica tasmanflax-lily 0.6 - 1.5 m x 0.5 - 2 m 
Very robust tufted perennial, broad linear leaves up to 1 rn x 40 mm wide. Panicles of blue flowers 
with yellow anthers on many branched stems to 1.5 m high. Aug. - Feb, followed by large violet to 
blue berries. Moist soils, plants very tolerant and adaptable 

Paten.onia occidentalis long purpiej1ag 20- 40 cm x 0.3 - 0.6 m 
Compact clumping perennial herb, long flat leaves to 60 cm x 5 mm Bluish-purple flowers on long 
stems to 85 cm. Sept. - Jan. Tolerates inundation during winter and drying out in summer. 
Suitable for bog garden or pond edges 
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Thelionema caespitosa blue gross-lily 0.2- 0.6 m x 0.3 - 0.6 m 
Tufted herbaceous perennial, blue-green to pale-green leaves to 30 cm long. Blue star shaped flowers 
on wiry branched stems to 60 cm high. Sept - Jan. Moist soils 

Bnmonia australis blue pincushion l 0 - 15 cm x 10 - 15 cm 
Perennial herb. Rosette or spoon-shaped light green hairy leaves to 1000 mm long. Dense blue 
pincushion-like flowerheads on stems to 50cm high Oct - Jan. Moist well drained soil. 

Hypericum gramineum small St John's worl to 25 cm x 5 - 20 cm 
Erect perennial herb, stem clasping blue-green oblong leaves to 20cm long. Cup-shaped orange
yellow flowers, to 8mm wide. Spring & Summer. Moist soils, tolerating Summer dryness 

Linum marginale native or wild flax 0.3 - 0.6 m x 20 - 30 cm 
Slender erect perennial, narrow bluish leaves to 20 mm long. Terminal clusters of open, clear blue 
flowers with darker veins. Most of the year, peaking Sept. - May. The fruit is a round papery 
capsule. Moist well drained soils. Fibre from the flax used by Aborigines for cord & fish nets 

Stylidium graminifilium grass trigger plant 0.2- 0.6 m x 20- 30 cm 
Tufted perennial, narrow, green to grey-green grass-like leaves 5-30 cm long, standing erect. 
Flower stems end in a spike of many small pale to bright pink flowers. Sept - Dec. Moist well 
drained soils. They have a unique pollination method - the column is released when an insect lands on 
its base, hitting the insect and leaving pollen on its back. 

Wahlenbergia stricta tall bluebell 0.4 - 0.9 rn x 0.3 - 0.4 m 
Erect clumping much-branched perennial herb. Hairy, ovate, opposite lower leaves, upper leaves 
smaller and linear. Light blue, occasionally all white, flowers with a white throat, top 25mm wide. 
Aug. - Jan. Well drained soils. Tolerating some dryness 

Drawings - Gwyn Davies 
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* PROFILE OF A VOLUNTEER 

It is with almost incredulous nostalgia that Bill Jones recalls that in the 1930's when he was 
a young apprentice living in Brighton he used to come to mral Ringwood for his holidays! 
It wasn't until the 19 50's and the Ringwood borough was affected by the great post war 
cataclysm of exploding population and a boom in land sub-division that led to a 
frighteningly rapid expansion of its commercial heart that the "old" Ringwood of farms and 
orchards was on the cusp of vanishing forever. (Sadly, in environmental terms, most of the 
radical and irrevocable transformation had already occurred by the 1880's 

In the fifties Bill was a young man typical of many of his generation. The son of a 
musician, he was born in 1919, in Ballarat into a lar:ge family of eight siblings. He had an 
early brush with death when stricken with diphtheria and then experienced the still 
lingering sadness of enforced separation from his family during the hard depression years. 
There was an adolescent's excitement at coming to the big smoke to begin his 
apprenticeship as a manufacturing jeweller followed by what must surely be the most 
defining experience in any young man's life - the experience of brutal, bloody warfare. 
Bill served in the 1\1iddle East and has a sweet memory of a parched, denuded and seemingly 
lifeless wadi transformed into a riot of wildflowers after just one unseasonable downpour. 

After the war, Bill got a war service loan for an old orchard block on the slopes of 
Loughnan's hill. He could scarcely believe his luck, to be able to live in the place of his 
adolescent idyll --- with the wilderness pressing in on most sides, stillI Bill, and his 
neighbours, were seduced by the euphoria of the post war boom and its promise of a 
peaceful, prosperous, productive life in a tamed but still pleasing environment. They 
grubbed out trees and rotary hoed into unintentional oblivion the orchids, pink heath and 
other wildflowers that covered their sloping blocks - after all, there was still plenty of bush 
about! They were anxious to replace the lost trees and worked hard to create beautiful 
gardens. "It's just that we didn't make the best choices" Bill observes wryly and a little 
wistfully. Rhododendrons, camellias, dahlias, petunias, pansies, marigolds, primroses, 
anything with a bit of colour appealed to Bill and he admits that while he found wildflowers 
attractive and appealing in a bush setting, he thought them too insignificant and dull for the 
garden. 

Until the 1970's North Ringwood did still retain some vestiges of wilderness charm. There 
was Loughie's Lake where generations of children, including Bill's three sons, had swum, 
canoed and fished for carp and perch. There were the steep slopes and gullies where one 
could picnic or ramble and there were the wildflowers - in abundance. But then, financed 
by big development money and enabled by huge sophisticated machinery, the lake was 
drained, the rough hilly slopes smoothed, a big barrel drain laid over the ancient waterway 
and the gullies turned into roads. Though there was a sad inevitability about it - after all 
people have to live somewhere - Bill was a little uneasy about the atmosphere of greed and 
self-indulgence that often accompanied the opening up of the estates. 

But could one, should one, do anything about it? In the late 1980's, Bill, now long retired, 
was fortunate (and game) enough to go rafting down the Snowy River with an expert and 
passionate guide who was able to explain the intricate relationships between the geology, 
the soils, the flora and fauna of the river and the human environment. The wilderness, and 
its preservation, assumed a place of importance in Bill's consciousness. But what, apart 
from enjoying could he do? 
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In 1993 Bill and his wife Joyce, went to a meeting called by Carol Clarke to rally support for 
the preservation of a piece of remnant wilderness called Loughie's bushland. And he has 
been working there until recently when an ankle injury forced him to the less rugged 
environs of CRISP. (Joyce has been a valued volunteer here since the early days.) It has 
been by actually handling the indigenous flora, by planting it, searching for it, collecting 
seed and learning to identify different species in the field that he has been able to develop a 
new and richer appreciation of Australian plants. Which shows that one is never too old to 
learn something really useful- especially when one is, by nature curious, energetic, open
minded and adventurous. Though he does confess that botanical nomenclature has him 
bamboozled at times. Welcome to the dub BilH 

- Carmel Koesasi 

LOCAL FRIENDS GROUPS 

Drawmgs - Gwyn Davies 

Y ANGGAl BARRING (Black Cockatoo Path) 

This is the story of an ongoing co-operative effort between some local residents, the 
children at hvo nearby schools, two Councils, the then Melbourne Parks & Waterways, and 
a former neglected waterway reserve sitting amidst the ever threatening encroachment of 
suburbia. 

Yanggai Barring is a ·water catchment area emerging on the lower slope of the corner of 
Wonga Road and Langli Avenue, Warranwood. This part of the waterway was once a farm 
dam owned by the family, Treeby, whose son, years ago, dreamed of restoring it to its 
former pristine loveliness. Just ten years ago, ignorant of this long ago dream, a resident, 
.responding to the glory of an immense Candlebark, created a free-form sculpture from its 
discarded long strips of bark 

The call of the wild had found a response. And so began a relationship between a 
watervvay and a woman which rippled out to embrace so many others. As the place had no 
name, those who became involved began referring to it by the local indigenous designation 
of Yanggai Barring - Black Cockatoo Path. Permission to continue to use the Woiwurnmg 
language was granted by Wurundjeri Elder, Joy Murphy. 

A contoured map of the reserve was drawn up by Tim Vernon, landscape architect and, 
motivated by Pat's vision, he produced plans for pathways, wetlands, nature habitats and 
tree planting areas. But, as always, if one listens closely, the land itself directs how to do it. 

Since the year 1993 to the present day a variety of dedicated local residents and Council 
employees have been involved in the ongoing vision to restore Yanggai Baning to an area 
where nature can co-exist with people, "a place of passive contemplation". 
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It is recorded that at the second formal meeting of the Friends of Yanggai Barring held on 
the 27th November, 1995, attending was a Croydon Council representative, a chef, a 
plumber, an artist, a school teacher and a naturopath. All with the common interest of 
caring for this reserve adjacent to their properties. 

Similarly, records reveal that by 1996 the nearby Melbourne Rudolf Steiner School had 
incorporated within their community service programme for Year 9 students the option of 
planting sessions at this Nature Corridor, supported by supplementary propagation 
experience at first Candlebark Community Nursery and later at C.R.I.S.P. Nursery. Indeed, 
it was in 1994 that the first plantings were made by their younger colleagues, the eight
year-old students in Class 3. 

It was also in 1996 that the first of a series of grants and allocations - Council and State 
Government - were made in response to the work of this burgeoning community effort. 
No doubt a part of the success of Yanggai Barring is in its creativity. By the year 2000 
invitations to working bees were including the prospect of "a walk to the Ring of Rocks 
across the new bridge". The following year, the newsletter announced that moneys had 
been received for the erection of an observation deck at the north east comer of the lake. 

When Yanggai Barring won the Landscape Award in the 2002 Maroondah Urban Design 
Awards the citation read: 

"This impressive example of creek rehabilitation and re-vegetation also included the construction of an 
attractive bridge and lookout across a small lake and wetlands. The bridge and lookout are well sited and have 
been designed and built in a simple and robust manner in durable red ironbark. The structure's posts extend 
above head height with humorous well-observed carvings of animals and birds. Setting the deck over a 
stormwater outflow will add the sounds of rushing water after rain." 

The future vision is to connect the community of Manning ham and Maroondah through a series of linked 
bushland and walkways from Yanggai Barring to the Hundred Acres, along Anderson's Creek all the way 
to the Yarra. 

Marian Aiken-Petersen 
If you would like to help Yanggai Barring 
Contact Pat on 9723 3580 

Students from South \:Varrandyte Primary School working at Yanggai Barring 
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• LOCAL FRIENDS GROUPS 

H~~ 
\i./ or king bee held 1 st S tmday 
of each month 
Cont.::1ct Roger on 8801 5230 

F~ F~ et ~ ~ 
Contact Barry on 9801 1628 

H~H~~~ 
Contact Dale on 9870 1060 

~~ 
'v✓ orking bee held 1 st Saturday 
of each month 
Contact Carol on 9870 8126 

FJ(!, ~~ f(~,-e. 

Contact Gwen on 9879 1427 

F~ 1J W~ PMJ,. 
Contact Andy on 9729 2346 

FOR THE PAYMENT OF A NOMJNAL YEARLY FEE 
YOU CAN ENJOY SUBSTANTIALLY LO\VER PRICES 
FOR ALL YOUR INDIGENOUS PLANT REQUIREIVIENTS 

Membership Fees SINGLE 
FAMILY 
GROUP 

$10- per annum 
$15- per annum 
$20- per annum 

Please note- an subscriptions fall due July 1st each year. 
For Members joining after March, their next subscription 
falls due the foHowing year. 

P1ease fonvard payment to The Secretary, 
C.R.I.S.P. Nursery Inc., 
P.O. Box 706 
Heathmont 3135 

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

We would love morn help in the nursery, particularly on Wednesday mornings 
No experience is needed - just an enjoyment of working with plants 

DISCLAIMER The articles contained in this publication are not necessarily endorsed by C.R.I.S.P. 
Nursery Inc., its staff, members or volunteers, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
organisation. This publication merely seeks to share information with those interested in the 
conservation of our local flora and related environmental issues 






