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CRISP Management Team 

Interim Manager: 
Community Development Worker: 

President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Committee: 

Newsletter Editor: 

SALES AREA 
Open: 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Annette O'Sullivan 
Stephanie Dean 

John Beaston 
Paul Chenery 
Annette O'Sullivan 
Joyce Jones 
Carmel Koesasi, 
Annette Culley 
Andrew Powell 

Linda Hibbs 

9.30am - 2.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 
10.00-1.00 pm (1st & 3rd of the month) 

Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from 
within the community who give their time to help provide a large range of indig
enous plants for the Maroondah Region. If you care about your local environment 
and would like to help out at the nursery - join the friendly team. No experience 
needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to propagate 
and pot up the many seedlings. 

Where are we? 
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood Uust next to Jubilee Park). If 
you can't find a volunteer amongst the plants - walk down further and find them in 
a small building on your left - just before Reverse Art. 
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others. 

DISCLAIMER: Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements 
made or opinions expressed in CRISP news. They may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the organisation, but are merely printed to share information with those 
who are interested in the conservation of our local flora and related environmental 
concerns. 
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A note from the Editor 

Rain has fallenbut dam storage is still very low. The nodding greenhoods that I have tend
ed carefully are the tallest I can ever remember. There is magic to keeping these lovely 
orchids: original soil should be kept without damage to any part of the plant including 
nodules; place them in dappled light (not full sun or full shade or part shade). Those I 
have in pots I move around at different times of the year - allowing for different light 
conditions and rainfall (they like to dry out at the end of flowering). Others might have 
other solutions on how to grow this delicate local flower. 

The Environment Forum held by Maroondah Council in May was an excellent avenue for 
members of the community to show which environment topics were of most concern. The 
attendance of around 200 was an indication of the interest by Maroondah residents in 
improving the local and global environment. The excellent professional fascilitator 
managed in the space of a short time to set up about 15 groups - with notes being 
taken and all attendees able to walk around and contribute ideas to any of these groups. 
Council has now collated these ideas and will continue to provide advice, forums or 
further follow up. Look out for further events and forums run by the council . The more 
we support and show the council that we are passionate about our environment - the 
more green they might become. 
Contrasting with this, however, comes the announcement that the council is selling off 
small parklands that are not regarded as 'signifkant sites'. We need to hold on to all 
parklands, no matter how small. 

The CRISP brochure is out! A full colour brochure promoting the work done and the 
plants sold at the nursery. If you would like any for promotional purposes, please contact 
Stephanie at the nursery on Wednesday mornings. 
How about joining the committee'? The committee is looking for some new faces to help 
support the tremendous work done by volunteers at the nursery. 

Thank you to Trevor Blake for his important article on 'The Drought and 
Our Local Bush' on page 6. Thank you also to the contributions from 
Alan Strachan, Annette Culley, Margaret Barber, Stephanie Dean and 
John Beeston. Enjoy the newsletter! 
Linda Hibbs 

Fron1 the President 

Dear Friends, 
We want to thank all the people who have 
participated in the nursery over the year. The nursery 
is a site for activity in local biodiversity. When we buy 
a plant from the nursery we are participating in the 
macro and micro life of our times. Whether for serious 
concerns or entertainment we encourage all to visit 
the nursery in the upcoming year. 
I would also like to encourage all to get involved in the 
current global warming, climate change debate* and 
support upcoming activities and information-sharing 
opportunities. 
John Beeston 
President 

*Editor's note: A forum on Climate Change was held by Maroondah on the 12th of August. I would be grateful if 
anyone attending that forum could forward a report for the next CRISP news. Thanks 
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Community Development 
Report 

Stephanie Dean 

When I talk about my work at the 
· nursery I am often asked what the 
role of Community Development 
entails. In a nutshell - Community 
Development is about Implementing 
Change. It is about working with 
community members to implement 
ideas whilst at the same time 
working work with members of the 
community in developing their own 
skills. 

That translates to my actual role 
at the nursery in many ways. I am 
involved in many aspects of nursery 
functions as well as networking with 
people outside the nursery. Basically 
this means that I communicate 
with a lot of people and spend a 
fair amount of time on the phone 
and using the computer. It is not a 
straightforward role and involves 
having many projects on the go 
concurrently - it requires being 
both proactive and reactive. I 
create opportunities, respond to 
opportunities and am available and 
open to new suggestions and ideas. 

Two major projects have been 
completed in the last few months:-

Our data base is fully up and 
running providing streamlined record 
keeping at the nursery. Many thanks 
to Margaret Baber for the countless 
hours spent on this project, and 
who is still available to answer our 
questions and fix our mistakes. 

Our new full colour brochure 
is complete and being distributed 
in the community. Many thanks to 
Alan who successfully applied for 
the grant from Maroondah Council, 
Linda for the design, layout and 
content and the staff at RA Printing 
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for their patience and enthusiasm. We 
were able to print around 9000 copies 
so we have plenty to distribute widely 
for quiet a while. 

Next major project - website for 
the nursery - anyone up for the 
challenge? 

Another couple of ideas being floated 
around are:-

Once a month Thursday 
Morning - 'Walk in the Park' where 
we would go as a group and explore 
the local parks and reserves where 
the plants from the nursery have 
been used in revegetation projects 
- anyone interested in helping to 
facilitate these walks? 

Operating a BBQ when we 
have Open days/ Plant Sales - to 
do this requires someone with the 
appropriate food handling certificate 
to help with coordination - any offers? 

On the 8th of August, myself and 
some of the committee members 
attended the inaugural combined 
nurseries network meeting - an idea 
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that was developed with Greenlink 
(Box Hill) whilst staffing our display at 
the Open Garden in East Doncaster in 
March. This was a great opportunity to 
share ideas, resources and practical 
strategies with other community 
indigenous nurseries. 

I regularly attend Maroondah Bushlinks 
meetings and have joined the 
Maroondah Environment Network 
on the Yahoo Groups website. This is 
a great way of staying in touch with 
local environmental happenings. I am 
looking forward to the upcoming AGM 
on the 6th September and our guest 
speaker Kerry Howard - mark it in your 
diary now! 

Life at the nursery is never dull and 
there are always things for people 
to get involved in whether that be 
getting dirty propagating or weeding 
around the nursery, planting our plants 
with local 'friends' groups or in your 
own garden, taking on a committee 
role, data entry, distributing plant sale 
information, representing the nursery 
at environmental meetings, promoting 
the nursery around the community. 
If you have the time and energy just 
contact me and we will work out a 
suitable role. 

Continuing to appreciate and nurture 
our local Flora 
Stephanie 

ewWebp ge! 
Local Maroondah Environment 

"For a number of years information 
has been exchanged between 
the "Bush Volunteer Community" 
in the City of Maroondah. At a 
meeting of Maroondah Bushlinks 
concern was expressed that there 
was insufficient exchange of 
information about environmental 
matters. This concern was again 
expressed at the Maroondah 
Council's Environment Forum in May 
2007. So a Yahoo group website 
was set up to allow those living in 
Maroondah and nearby areas, 
who care about the Environment, 
to share information about a wider 
range of Environment Issues. The 

website includes information about 
activities, environmental newsletters, 
links to other websites, photos, etc.; 
and is used to send messages to other 
members. 

Anyone can view the home page, 
but to view or load files etc or 
to send messages, you need to 
become a member, this is free. If 
you want to become a member 
email Maroondah Bushlinks at 
MarBushOz@hotmail.com requesting 
an invitation, and a note saying who 
you are and why you want to join the 
group, and an invitation will be sent to 
you via Yahoo!." Margaret Barber 
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Drought & Our Local Bush 
Trevor Blake 

Just indigenous vegetation 
survive this last season of extreme 
dryness? Well it is worth understanding 
the extent of just how dry it has been in 
this last season (06/07). When rains were 
consistent, this area of East Ringwood 
received an average of 925mm. per 
annum but these amounts have not 
been experienced for 10 years. This last 
year, 2006, produced a grand total of 
500mm, probably a lot of this country 
would smile if it were to receive anything 
like this amount, however for our local 
environment it is pretty meagre and 
considering the dryness of preceding 
years the accumulated effect has been 
telling. (see figures below) 

We have a dam, which when full is about 
1.8m. deep and even with these drier 
years it has not dropped below around 
1 m. in the 17 years of its existence. The 
last time it was full was in February 
2005, although it did get very close in 
September of that year after a good 
cloud burst. This last summer it reached 
a point where on several occasions we 
gave it another week before we thought 
it would be completely dry and each 
time a shower ensured its survival - in 
mid June there was maybe 20mm. in the 
bottom so it had a long way to go. It 
is now mid July and the water level has 
reached the previous low point which 
means that it has risen to about half full. 

As anyone will testify that has been 
beavering away to replace lost treasures 
the rains have not penetrated very far 
at all and at a spades depth it is bone 
dry. Its well worth pouring a bucket of 
grey water in each hole and letting it 
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soak in well overnight before planting. 
Mulching can have an effect too - the 
thicker the mulch the less the moisture 
has penetrated unless you hove used 
stone, pebbles or rocks and then you 
will have a very high percentage 
moisture entry. 

The grasses looked pretty dead but 
they are starting to rejuvenate now and 
the use of Microloena as a lawn has 
been sensational, as the green hardly 
went out of it owing to an odd shower 
or two over summer and it has been 
mown only once since late October. 
The established big Eucalypts (E. 
melliodora, E. obliquo, E. mocrorhyncha 
etc.) have been fine and those 
around 5 years old (E. gonioca/yx, E 
cephalocarpa and the above) have 
doubled in size over summer/autumn. 
Those around 2 years required a good 
water every 2-3 weeks and I simply dug 
a depression on the uphill side and 
filled it several times in the one session. 
Al/ocasuarina littoralis and Ac. implexa 
have also performed well. 

We put in around 250 tubes of local 
flora in late September and I doubt 
if much more than 5% survived. Its 
fascinating to see the species 
that made it with no water at all 
Hordenbergia vio/acea, Acrotriche 
serru/ato, Diane/la revoluta, tasmanica, 
Kennedia prostrata, Platylobium 
formosum, obtusangulum, Cassinia 
aculeota, ( although some did shuffie 
off - probably natural senescence 
anyway), Exocarpos c u pressif ormis 
me popping up everywhere and the 
young plants survived well. Goodenia 
ovota, Acacia genistifolia, /eprosa, 



stricta, aculeatissima, verticillata are 
thriving and Ac, u/icifolia that germinated 
naturally last year has not looked back. 
Ac. myrtifolia struggled in some areas as 
did Banksia marginata and spinulosa. 
but they thrived in other situations. 
Epacris impressa can be temperamental 
and I am becoming convinced that 
their survival depends on a microrrhizal 
association in the soil and if you don't 
have it where these are planted then the 
species will not be successful. I'm also 
coming to the realization that Spyridium 
parvifolium, Billardiera scandens and 
of course Brunonia australis will also not 
succeed without this association. There 
may be more troublesome ones too so 
it would be worthwhile for indigenous 
nurseries to compile a list of these 
cantankerous species. Correa reflexa 
has thrived Dillwynia cinerescens has had 
mixed results with some surviving and 
some not. Pimelea humilis seems to like 
a bit of moisture and filtered sunlight as 
it looks very dead in well-drained sunny 
spots. Ozothamnus obcordatus and 
Hibbertia riparia have fared well with 
no extra water and a Hovea linearis 
germinated naturally 12 months ago and 
has put on a lot of new growth. Bursaria 
spinosa and Coprosma quadrifida both 
suffered, particularly in plants under 3 
years with no additional water, over this 
age they survived well. Davesia latifolia 
and leptophylla of 2 and 3 years old have 
come through successfully. 
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We have been really heartened by the 
ability of the locaLindigenous species to 
survive in this summer's conditions. All 
watering ceased in early February and 
the survivors in this garden are obviously 
in the right place. It was sad to ,see 
the ferns wither and die but they were 
the wrong plants in the wrong position 
and as the man said 'their time had 
come'. Pomaderris aspera had lived 
a life of luxury receiving water from 
the fern area and the moment the dry 
hit they showed signs of stress, leaves 
withered and dropped and the 16 or 
so looked as though they would never 
come back, however with the rains new 
shoots appeared and there are only a 
couple that will have to be removed. Its 
interesting that in another area we have 
a very healthy specimen of this species 
receiving excellent drainage and a fair 
amount of sun till mid afternoon and it has 
not noticed the drought. Could this be 
because it has been brought up under 
tough conditions and has been able to 
cope much better with the extended dry? 
Is this perhaps an indicator of a way to 
drought toughen other plants. 

This summer has been a very interesting 
exercise in observing the adaptability 
of our Aussie plants and in particular 
indigenous flora to the severe extended 
dry and they have come through well 
endorsing the wiseness of their selection of 
habitat. 



One of the greenhouses/glasshouses. 

Lots of activity in the potting shed where volunteers are 
introduced to skills of propagation and indigenous plant 
care. 

Annette & Paul's dog, Jedda, 
lends a helping paw each week. 
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Activities 
arouna 
the 
nursery 
Pathway in front of plant growing/ 
greenhouse area. 

Annette & Bill re-potting 

Break time in a spot of sunshine. 
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Bill working hard at work 
re-potting. 
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Mu/um Mui/um 
The 100th Working Bee 

by Alan Strachan 

It's just before 10 a. m. on a warm Sunday morning, Alan's 
car drives slow!J in.from Maroondah Highway along 
Mullum Walk, where he stops and begi,ns unloading tool 
boxes containing small tools and equipment, larger imple
ments such as pruners and loppers, and the "Mullum Mullum 
Bushcare" sign. VVhile he is thus engaged, Dale and Martin 
arrive with rubbish bags and the necessary administrative 
items - sign-in forms for volunteers and various pamphlets 
about bushcare and the environment. Teresa arrives with 
the morning tea box, and other members begi,n to appear from 
various directions - Colin pushing his wheelbarrow, Bill and 
Joy (with some ef Joy's cooking), Pat (Teresa's mum) - and 
soon about a dozen or so peop'le are standing round chatting 
and catching up on gossi,p since last time. Then Da'le begi,ns 
to hand out various jobs, and the 100th working bee ef the 
Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group is underway. 

This active bushcare group was formed in 
September 2002 at the instigation of Dale Morgan, 
who some members may remember as a sometime 
Manager of CRISP. While manager, she received a 
grant for the removal of pine trees at a site along the 
creek. Following their removal, she organised some 
friends to join her. A letter box drop in the area 
brought along a few more people, and on the 8th 
September 2002, the first official working bee was 
held. The original site was the area we now call the 
Rough Bush Pea site. The rough bush pea
pultanaea scabra- is native to this area and is a plant 
of significance in Maroondah. It's bright yellow and 
orange pea flowers are a delight in the latter months 
of the year. A large triangular area where two paths 
meet contained many pine trees. The logs cut down 
were used to form a boundry of the area. What was 
left was mostly weeds, but there was some remnant 
bush. So weeds became the focus of the group in 
this area for some time. Subsequent plantings have 
seen this develop into an area of natural beauty and 
a source of reproductive material from the 
natural regeneration which has occurred (the 
bushcare group has a licence to collect seed and 
cutting material). 
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As the morning progresses, Dale calls most ef the members 
to an area ef panic veldt grass which has irifected the site. 
Using a technique we have developed, we surround the 
area and gradual!J work in towards the centre, clearing 
the weeds as we go. There is much chatter and banter as 
we work, with occasional stops to peer close!J at a seedling 
someone has found. Is it a weed or some natural 
regeneration? Dale is called on to adfudicate. 
Urifortunatefy, in this area it is most!J weeds. VVhilst 
this is happening, Martin is indulging in his favourite job 
- lopping sweet pittosporum. This invader from NSW 
spreads rapid!J - main!J through birds distributing the 
seeds. Martin lops some branches and then ringbarks the 
trunk so that the who'le tree will slow!J die over the next 
year or so. We have found that cutting the tree down when 
we are not ready to plant and spread mulch means that a 
lot ef light gets in sudden!J and this causes an explosion 
ef weeds. 

The bushcare group now has five different sites 
along the creek between Oliver St and Obarr 
Road which it regularly visits. Planning meetings 
are held every six months to decide which areas 
to visit in the next half year, what to do at each 
of these sites, and the provision of the necessary 
resources - mainly plants and mulch. Mulch is 
provided on request by Maroondah Council's 
Bushland section, and we have a greatly 
supportive relationship with Brad Curtis, the 
bushland supervisier, who helps out by 
collecting weeds and prunings, providing mulch, 
and gettings us a supply of plants when he can. 
Over the years of its existence, the group 
estimates it has cleared weeds by the cubic metre, 
planted thousands of trees and shrubs, and 
put in 2500 hours of work from a workforce of 
15 7 different people, averaging about a dozen 
each working bee. As well as the support from 
Council, assistance has come from the Federal 
Government through its Small Equipment Grant 
which has enabled us to buy tools, from grants 
which have enabled us to employ proff esionals 
in particularly nasty weed infected areas or to 
remove pine trees, and from CRISP Nursery 
where we have received discounted and some · 
free plants. 
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By now it is afler 11 a. m. and a few members are 
begi,nning to lag a little! Dale calls a halt, and as it 
is a special occasion, invites us all to Mullum Walk 
Cafe for ceffee. Usually we gather around the small 
table with thermoses and our morning tea box. The 
chat and happiness ef the group as they invade the 
cafe (who had previously been advised (warned?) ef 
our arrivaO is evidence that this is as much a social 
occasion for the members as a working bee. Many ef 
the members here this day are origi,nal members - still 
coming afler 5 years. We thank the proprietor for the 
service and special discount, and then wander back to 
the work site where more weeds, iry, angled onion and 
pittosporum await. 

Rough Bush Pea site 2003 
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Working bees are usually held monthly, but 
at times a small group will take on a special 
task and work at other times. The group 
participates in larger organised days such as 
Weedbusters and National Tree Day. We are 
affiliated with the Port Phillip and Westernport 
Catchment Management Authority, and in 
2004 won an award from them for "Caring For 
Biodiversity". Volunteers are always welcome 
and further information can be obtained from 
CRISP, from Dale on 9723 8363, or myself on 
9876 1319. 

One o'clock is now approaching, and it is 
time to collect the tools .for repacking in the 
boxes, gathering the bags ef weeds to be left 
by the side ef the track with airy prunings 
to be collected by Council and packing 
away the morning tea box and pamphlets. 
Members head eff in their several directions 
efter another succesgul effort - eight bags ef 
weeds and a heap ef prunings. As we leave 
we inspect a nearby site which is already 
mulched and sprayed ready .for the next 
months Community Planting Day. For the 
hundredth time we have done our bit towards 
"Bringing Back the Bush" along Mullum 
Mullum Creek. 

Rough Bush Pea site 2007 
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Victorian En:vironment Friends Network 
12th Biennial Conference 

79 September 2007 (FrL evening to Sun. pm) 

'A Cliinate of Change' 
Supported by Parks Victoria 

Of one thing we can be certain - the next few decades will see considerable change. 
Australia faces the challenge of unstable weather conditions, threats to biodiversity, 
changing demographics and advances in technology and communications with possible 
social unrest. In this new world, how will Environment Friends Groups respond? 

The venue: Rawson Village 
Scenic resort and convention centre located in the foothills of the Great Dividing Range near the historic 
gold town ofWalhalla, the Thomson River and the Thomson Dam. About 3 hours drive from Melbourne. 

You can take a 'vi1tual tour' around Rawson Village by going to www.rawsonvillage.com 

Keynote Speakers 
• Professor Nancy Millis - celebrated microbiologist, Chancellor at La Trobe University 1992-2006, and 

fonner chair of the Parks Victoria Board. Professor Millis will give an overview. 
•Dr.Barrie Pittock, from CSIRO Atmospheric Research, is one of the world's leading experts on climate 

change. 
• Karen Alexander is Victoria Naturally Biodiversity Campaigner. 

For further information, contact Maelor Himbury, 9374 1902 or 
maelor@melbpc.org.au 
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FROG CENSUS 
SPRING2007 

Dear Frog Census Volunteer, 

Thankyou for registering for the Spring 2007 Frog Census (you are also being invited to 
join the census if you have registered for previous censuses). The information gathered 
by volunteers is used to build a community data frog map of the Melbourne region (census 
results can be viewed at: www.melbournewater.com.au/frogs 

Occurrences of frog populations are one vital indicator of waterway health and we value your 
support in collecting this data. 

Recording Frog Calls 

The primary activity of participating in the census is making a short recording of a frog 
call/sat a local stream, river, pond or wetland (or any waterway where you might find frogs). 
A short clear 30 second recording is all that is need to identify the frog species - if calls 
are infrequent or there is a chorus of calls a longer recording many be required (2 minutes 
maximum). Best time to record is at dusk on warm still nights just after or before rain. Make 
sure you record your name, date, start time and location on the attached datasheet and 
return it with your recording (make multiple copies if you need them) 

Recording (both digital and analogue) can be done on any equipment that you have access to 
including 

1. Cassette recordings on tape recorder. We can supply blank 60 minute cassettes 
- please email frogs@melbournewater.com.au if you require a blank cassette. 

1. Digital recordings on cameras, MP3 players/ Ipods, Digital voice recorders and 
some mobile phones (check to see if your equipment has a recording capacity). 
Only do your recording digitally if you feel comfortable converting and sending 
electronic sound files (see attached document "Recording and sending electronic 
sound files) 

The key with making a quality recording is to pick up the call and not noises such as the wind 
or the movement of recording equipment. Check if your equipment is generating background 
noises before going out to your waterway. A detachable/ external microphone that you can 
direct towards the call will assist in picking up the frog calls - getting as close a possible 
to the calling frog will also assist. Check if a compatible microphone is available for your 
equipment. At the start of recording state your name, the time and date and your location. 

Ensure you have read the safety checklist and instructions on attached datasheet before 
your begin. 

Sending Your Recording Back To Us (With The Datasheet from website) 

If your recording is on cassette or CD send it to the following address. (with your completed 
datasheet - print off datasheet from webpage) Please note this is a REPLY PAID address and 
does not require postage stamps. It is recommended that you send your cassette in a small 
padded envelope or put some bubble wrap around the tape to avoid breakage. 
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Frog Census - Spring 2007 □Melbourne Water □Reply Paid 4342 □Melbourne VIC 8060 

* If you would like to email a digital recording please see the attached document 
"Recording and sending electronic sound files" 

Attending Frog Census Training 

A series of evening information sessions and frog identification sessions for volunteers 
will be held in early September. These training sessions are not compulsory for 
participation but are a great way to learn more about frogs and increase your skills at 
finding and recording frogs. These sessions will be lead by experts in frog ecology. Please 
phone Melbourne Water on 131 722 or email frogs@melbournewater.com.au to book 
into one of the sessions. 

Evening Information Sessions 

These sessions will outline how to take part in the census, how to make recordings and give 
an excellent insight into identifying, finding and understanding frogs. All sessions will run 
from 7pm - 8.30pm (with an optional frog spotting walk from 8.30 - 9pm). If joining the 
wetlands walk please bring warm clothes, recording equipment and a torch 

Venue 
Address 
Melton Community Hall 
232 High ST Melton- ,JMelways 337 B8 
Veneto Social Club 
191 Bulleen Rd, BulleeniJMelways 32 D9 
'The Briars' Park, Visitor Centre 

450 Nepean Hwy, Mount Martha. □Melways 145 DI 1 
Date and Time 
Fri 7 September 2007]7- 8.30pm 
Tues 11 September 2007 □ 7- 8.30pm 
Wed 12 September 200707- 8.30pm 
Thurs 13 September 2007u7- 8.30pm 

Daytime frog identification sessions 

This hands on information session will help you to learn about and identify frogs and their 
calls. You will also be given the opportunity to enjoy a 'hands on encounter' with frog 
species housed at the ARC. 

1. Saturday 15 September,10.00am-12.00pm□ 

2. Saturday 15 September, 12.30 - 2.30pm 

3. Saturday 15 September, 3.00 - 5.00pm 

Thankyou for your participation in the Melbourne Water Frog Census program - the infonnation collected by 
community volunteers is highly valued by Melbourne Water. 

Tania Stmzina □ Project Manager -Frog Census □ 100 Wellington Parade []East Melbourne VIC 3002 [I frog 
s@melbournewater.com.au □www.melbournewater.eom.au/frogs □ Ivlli: 0408 971 862 
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The importance of community 
by Annette Culley 

Last Friday night I took the train into 
town to share a meal and to farewell 
one member of a group of people 
with whom I work. Together we 
provide the information needs of a 
large teaching hospital yet our small 
group could not function without 
other much larger groups-our clients 
who explain their needs and other 
librarians in hospitals all over Australia. 

On the way home at 11 pm standing 
up in the crowded, swaying train I 
watched the interaction of groups of 
people all greeting each other, talking 
excitedly, discussing the football 
match that they had just watched 
and that had ended in a draw. These 
people form part of a community of 
which I am only dimly aware. 

The above interactions, my own 
and then later that of strangers 
started me thinking about the 
meaning of community, how humans 
form communities, the richness 
of community and about our 
inability to function in a meaningful 
fashion without community and the 
interaction and dependency of one 
community upon another. 

When Stephanie said "Would you write 
something about C.R.I.S.P. Nursery for 
the newsletter?" my heart sank just 
a little. So many marvellous words 
have been written telling of the work 
that the nursery does, from collecting 
the seeds from our Reserves, the 
cleaning of the seed, the sowing of 
it into trays, the pricking out of the 
little seedlings and their placement 
into tubes. From this point onwards 
there is the lively interaction with those 
who purchase our plants whether 
they be the Maroondah City Council, 
community groups such as Scouts and 
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local schools or the individual bent on 
regenerating or revegetating a house 
block. 

All who have written about the nursery 
have touched in some way on the 
aspect of community. Although way 
back there were committed people 
who worked to save our remnant 
vegetation the environment movement 
in Maroondah really got under way in 
the 1990's. The last 14 years have seen 
lots of groups start and flourish. These 
community groups would not work so 
well without the help of the nursery. 
The nursery in its turn relies often on the 
members of these groups for advice 
and support- advice and support for 
which we are most grateful. 

The membership of these groups is 
open to anyone who hds at heart the 
interests of our local native plants and 
the Reserves in which they grow. By 
joining the group at the nursery you are 
not only helping our plant and animal 
communities you are also helping 
yourself to friendships with like-minded 
people, to a small home-away from
home where you can forget your cares 
for a few hours, where you can chat 
or stay silent, laugh, have a cup of tea 
and a biscuit or two. 

We learn from each other too and 
questions such as "How do I do this?", 
"What's the name of this plant?, 
"How big a pot should I put this in?" 
are heard from time to time. Dig-ups 
are sometimes a challenge. These 
are plants that other groups in the 
wider community e.g. VicRoads, have 
decided are in the way of their latest 
road or freeway. Large chunks of 
ground are dug up and placed into 
polystyrene boxes and transported to 
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the nursery. Eventually these chunks of 
earth are broken up and the individual 
plants extracted and put into plastic 
pots. 

The beauty of the human 
community that has been created 
at 17 Greenwood Avenue is that our 
volunteers can come as seldom or as 
frequently as they like. Those members 
who have many other commitments 
or are still in the paid workforce may 
appear only a few times a year but are 
welcomed with enthusiasm. 

Newcomers are most welcome and 
the simple skills that we use are taught 
and picked up quite easily. An interest 
in gardening is a help here though not 
essential! Above all you will see our 
Reserves flourish, the weeds gradually 
disappear and the plants that you have 
helped to produce grow to full maturity in 
their natural environment. 

As well as take part in nursery activities, 
all volunteers are welcome and 
encouraged to join the committee. See 
newsletter for details. 

Qualifications 
• Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Horticulture) 
(Melbourne University) 

• Master in Environmental 
Science 
(Monash University) 

I came to Swinburne as a teacher in the Diploma in Natural Resource Management in 1998 following 
10 years employment at Melbourne University (Burnley Campus) teaching Environmental and 
Production Horticulture in the Associate Diploma, Bachelor and Graduate Diploma programmes. 
I currently teach in a range of first and second year units in the Diploma in Natural Resource 
Management, Diploma in Conservation and Land Management and the Diploma in Viticulture. 
In the Diploma of CLM I teach Plan River Restoration Works. 

I have been involved in Natural Resource Management as an Environmental Consultant for over 
10 years, working mainly in the areas of Landscape Rehabilitation and Revegetation and Heritage 
Landscape Management. I was a founding member of the Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association 
and am also involved in "Friends of Koolunga", we are currently in the process of establishing a 
"Friends of Lilydale Lake" group in conjunction with the Lilydale Lake Park Management. 
I live in the Dandenong Ranges with 2 children and assorted pets. 
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You can join the committee! All volunteers/members are welcome. 
Copy this page and send or bring your nomination to the meeting. 

CRISP NURSERY INC. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2007 
COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

REPLY: 
Post to P.O. Box 706, Heathmont 3135. Or drop into the nursery at 17 Greenwood Ave Ringwood 3134. 
Nominations can also be received on the night. 

CANDIDATE AND POSITION: 

CANDIDATE ______________________ _ 

POSITION _______________________ _ 

DATE ___________ _ 

PROPOSER: 

I _________ , nominate the candidate for the position 

SIGNATURE OF PROPOSER _______________ _ 

DATE ______ _ 

SECONDER: 

I _________________ , second the nomination of the candidate for the position 

SIGNATURE OF THE SECONDER _____________ _ 

DATE _____________ _ 

CONSENT: 
I ________________ , accept my nomination for the position 

SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE ________________ _ 

DATE _____ _ 
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Take out or renew your membership now! 
CRISP needs your support now more than ever! Your neighbourhood needs 

more natives to remain green at a time when water is scarce 

Due on July 1 st each year 

(For Members joining after March ,their next subscription falls due the following year) 

What does your membership mean for you? Apart from helping support your local Indigenous 

plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at reduced rates (eg. tube 

stock will cost $1 .00 instead of $1.50 and 150mm pots cost $3.00 instead of $4.00. 

You are helping to keep Maroondah's local flora and fauna alive. Support CRISP and help, 

your local environment. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: (Please circle) 

Single: 

FAMILY: 

GROUP: 

Name: 

Address: 

Contact: Tel: 

Email: 

$10 per annum 

$15 per annum 

$20 per annum 

----------------

Please forward payment to: The Treasurer 

CRISP Nursery Inc. 

PO Box 706 

Heathmont, VIC 3135 



If undeliverable please return to: 
CRISP Nursery 
Box 706 
Heathmont 
VIC 3135 

CRISP Nursery Newsletter 


