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CRISP Management Team 
Nursery Manager: 
Nursery Assistant: 
Community Development Worker: 

President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Committee: 

Newsletter Editor: 

SALES AREA 
Open: 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Annette O'Sullivan 
Bill Hermon 
Stephanie Dean 

John Beeston 
Paul Chenery 
Annette Culley 
Joyce Jones 
Carmel Koesasi, 
Andrew Powell 
Peter Wooton 

Linda Hibbs 

9.30am - 12.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 
10.00-1 pm (1 stand 3rd of the month March- Nov) 

Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from 
within the community who give their time to help provide a large range of indig
enous plants for the Maroondah Region. If you care about your local environment 
and would like to help out at the nursery - join the friendly team. No experience 
needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to propagate 
and pot up the many seedlings. 

Where are we? 
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood Uust next to Jubilee Park). If 
you can't find a volunteer amongst the plants - walk down further and find them in 
a small building on your left - just before Reverse Art. 
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others. 

DISCLAIMER: Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements 
made or opinions expressed in CRISP news. They may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the organisation, but are merely printed to share information with those 
who are interested in the conservation of our local flora and related environmental 
concerns. 
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A note from the Editor 
The cold and wet we are experiencing has helped our gardens and the 
local nature reserves. The sound of frogs can be heard as they rejoice the return of 
much needed water. Now is the time to prepare for your frog pond if you haven't al
ready started. Spring should be a good time to plant some new plants in your garden 
at a time when the soil is still damp from this welcome rain. 
Don't miss the special CRISP sale day on September the 6th. Come along and meet 
other CRISP members as you chat over the BBQ and take home some plants. 

The welcome rain has not been enough to fill the reservoirs, however, so as 
summer approaches hopefully more and more people will have tanks fitted. Still hop
ing to hear from someone who can share advice with readers regarding the best way 
to go about getting a tank installed. Any information please send to the editor before 
the next newsletter. 

Apart from the informative reports by CRISP Manager, Annette and CRISP Commu
nity Development officer, Stephanie, this issue also includes a fascinating article by 
Margaret Barber on the endangered Spider Orchid of Kilsyth, a thought provoking 
article about our nature strips and some information about local sundews. If you are 
an expert on sundews - please contact us - as this information does not include all the 
different species found in Maroondah. 

When the article about naturestrips arrived in my inbox - I realised that photos were 
needed to show what is out there if you are not already aware. 
On my journey I was delighted to find that whilst some peple had just planted the odd 
ornamental flower or two - many people had in fact comletely transformed their na
ture strips into a natural landscape. 

And great news just to hand ... the government has banned the import of the Savan
nah cats - our local fauna being spared the damage 
that might have occurred with a cat that had the potential to do more damage 
than the average domestic cat or stray. 
We are always looking for any knowledge you have, any specific experience you'd 
like to share or just a story you have to tell about our local environment. Photos are 
also always welcome. Enjoy the newsletter and see you at the AGM. 
Best wishes, 
Dnda. '/1,'bbS 
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From the manager 

Everyone at the nursery has been busy keeping the sales area 
stocked, weeding, potting up and packing the last of the orders 
ready to go out into your gardens, local parks, schools and 
community centres. There are two large orders still to go out, one 
along the Dandenong Creek from Heatherdale road, 8000 plants 
and the other to go along the Mullum Mullum Creek, 4000 plants. 
Schools and businesses are putting in last minute orders and 
fortunately we are able to help them with their requests. Some 
will be for National Tree Day, which probably will have happened 
before you get this newsletter, so I hope it was a great success and 
you all enjoyed the day. You can always let us know how you went 
in the next issue. So all in all it has been a pretty good year and we 
are looking forward to next season with the same optimism 
We are starting to think about seed collecting and are looking for 
help from members to collect seed from their own gardens from 
Crisp Nursery stock. It can be quite a daunting task and we would 
appreciate any help. If you need some advice on how to go about 
collecting and you would like to help out please give me a call at 
the nursery. 

Hope you are all having fun in your gardens planting madly, making 
the most of the rain and yes we still need plenty more. 
Once again a big thanks to all the volunteers who regularly give 
their time and skill to make the nursery the successful place that it is. 

Annette O'Sullivan 

Blue Pincushion 
Photo by Annette O'Sullivan 
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Community Development Report 
Stephanie Dean 

There is always lots of activity around 
the nursery - and even though winter 
is well and truly upon us, and beanies 
have taken over from sunhats as 
fashionable headwear, we have great 
numbers of regular volunteers. This 
time of the year is very busy at the 
nursery as people respond to National 
Tree Day. We are sending out boxes 
and boxes of plants - I would love to 
hear your stories of how the planting 
days go. Stories and photos can be 
published in the next newsletter. 
Saturday Sales are continuing to bring 
many new people into the nursery. 
Many thanks for the extra helpers that 
we have had. It really helps to spread 
the load. 
Our next major sale is planned for 

September 6th and we are hoping 
to have a fun day celebrating the 
beginning of Spring. With some extra 
volunteers we will be able to have 
a sausage sizzle (maybe raise some 
money to help toward the purchase 
of water tanks). I would also love some 
help in distributing sale information in 
the community. 

During August we will be having a 
display in the Ringwood Library. Check 
out the display case on your way out. 
In recent times I have given some talks 
and shared information with school 
groups and a women's gardening 
group. These sessions are always fun. If 
you are part of a relevant group that 
would like to know more about the 
nursery please let me know. 
All these activities help to raise 
awareness in the community about 
the existence of the nursery and the 
importance of local indigenous plants, 
our membership numbers are steadily 
growing. We currently have 135 
Financial Members. 

Some other environmental activities 
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that are happening in the local 
area include the Sustainable Living 
Space project - see the information 
from Bernadette and the campaign 
to save the Kilsyth South Spider 
Orchid. We bring this information and 
information on other environmental 
activities to you as we think you may 
be interested - not specifically to 
promote any product or service. 
We always welcome any return of 
tubes and thanks to everyone that has 
responded to our calls - currently Rick 
and George are hidden behind a wall 
of pots in the corner of the potting 
shed as they make their way though 
cleaning and sorting. Keep Rick and 
George busy and continue to return 
your empty tubes. 

We are in desperate need of a new, 
attractive, light weight A-frame sign 
to put out the front during opening 
times. If you have any contact for the 
design and manufacture of such a 
sign please let me know. 
Have you seen our new web site?? 
Maybe that is because we don't yet 
have one - surely there is someone 
in our community with the time 
and expertise to put together and 
maintain a simple web site. We do 
have a presence on the vicnet 
website but this is terribly out of 
date and could be expanded. Any 
takers?? 

Please put Friday the 12th of 
September in your diary as that is the 
AGM. 7.30pm, Maroondah Federation 
Estate, Greenwood Avenue Ringwood. 
There is a form that you can complete 
if you are wishing to nominate for 
committee 2008-2009. Bernadette 
will be spending some time telling us 
about the Sustainable Living Space 
Project and Andrew will be talking 
about the local orchids. 
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Local Friends Groups 
Heathmont Bushlink 
Working bees held 1 st Sunday of the month 
Contact Roger: 987 6 67 62 

Loughies Bushland 
Working bees held 1 st Saturday of the month 
9.30-l 2.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main 
Entrance. Coming up: Oct 7, Nov 4, Dec 2 
Contact Carol: 9870 8126 

First Friends of Dandenong Creek 
Contact Barry: 9801 1 628 

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group 
Contact Dale: 9870 1 060 

FJC Rogers Reserve 
Contact Gwen: 9879 1427 

Friends of Wombolano 
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month 
Contact Andy: 9729 4550 

Friends of Ringwood Lake 
Working bees held first Monday of the month. 
Meet at the Sound Shell at 1 0.00am 
Contact Des French: 9879 4176 

Photos by Helen Moss 
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Efforts to protett 
the trititallY endangered 
Kilsyth south spider-orthid 

In the 1991, 'Friends' of the Bungalook 
Conservation Reserves noticed an orchid 
which they did not recognise, growing 
on a private property in Kilsyth South. This 
was later confirmed to be a previously 
unrecorded species. It "is similar to 
Caladenia venusta but is smaller in all 
its parts and has creamy white flowers 
(usually stark white in Caladenia venusta)" 
1, so is referred to as Caladenia sp. off. 
venusta (Kilsyth South), the Kilsyth South 
Spider-orchid. 

The orchid only grows on a single, 
vacant, 2 ha bush block in Melbourne's 
'Green Belt'. There are only about 20 
individual plants growing in the one 
colony. This makes itone of, if not the, 
most endangered flora or fauna species 
on earth, and so is listed under the State 
"Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act", and 
the Federal "Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act" as critically 
endangered. Under these acts the 
State and Federal Government have an 
obligation to protect the plant. 

In 1999 the owner applied to council for a 
permit to build a house on the property. 
Because of the importance of the orchid 
the permit was refused. The owner then 
appealed that decision, and the matter 
was heard by the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). The Tribunal 
directed that the property could not be 
used for a proposed house and stated 
'any form of development would be 
detrimental to the conservation values of 
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by Margaret Barber 

the site. In the circumstances we believe 
that a fair next step would see the 
subject site publicly acquired'. 2 

In 2000 a petition was circulated urging 
government to purchase the property. 
This was then presented to the local 
Member of State Parliament without 
the desired result. However since the 
VCAT ruling, Maroondah Council has 
purchased the bush property next to the 
orchid site, which has been added to 
the abutting Bungalook Conservation 
Reserves. Council has also made several 
approaches to purchase the orchid site, 
but all such offers have been refused. 

Early this year (2008) the owner 
considered selling the property, and 
spoke to council . Council minutes 
shows the subject was discussed (in 
camera) at the March Council Meeting. 
Obviously the parties did not come to 
an agreement, as there was a 'For Sale' 
notice at the site a month later. When 
Maroondah Bushlinks, an 'umbrella 
group' for the bush groups in the 
Maroondah Area, learnt that the site was 
on the market it started a petition urging 
Federal, State and Local Governments to 
negotiate to purchase the property. 

The "Maroondah Leader"3 of 20/5/ 
08 reports that the real estate agent 
confirmed that the property was for 
sale and the asking price was $800,000 
however the landowner said it was worth 
more. The article also states that "The 
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Leader understands Maroondah Council 
recently offered $500,000 for the property." 

Maroondah Bushlinks has always felt that 
the owner was entitled to be paid the 
value the land would have if a house 
could be built on it, but had no way of 
knowing what that amount might be. More 
recently Maroondah Bushlinks has been 
told that council contracted 2 licensed 
valuers to value the land as if the land 
could, and could not, have a building, 
and also the value of the land should it be 
purchased for its environmental value. The 
2 sets of valuations were very similar, and 
council offered the owner the value the 
land would have if it would be possible to 
get a permit to build on it (ie the highest 
of these valuations). As can be seen 
from the "Leader" article, that amount 
is considerably lower than the owner is 
hoping to receive, and so this council offer, 
like previous ones, was rejected. 

Some members of Maroondah Bushlinks 
wrote and sent information about the 
spider-orchid to various local Members of 
Parliament and the Environment Ministers in 
the State and Federal Governments. 
This has resulted in -
• Replies from the Federal Department 

of the Environment, Water, Heritage 
and the Arts suggesting that they "seek 
the support of a relevant Organisation 
to prepare an application to the 
NRS (National Reserve System) to 
purchase 6 (Lot 10) Tereddan Drive, 
Kilsyth South. Under the terms of 
the NRS funding component of the 
Caring for our Country initiative, the 
Australian Government can provide 
up to two thirds of the purchase price 
and the successful applicant will need 
to provide one third of the purchase 
price." The letters also stated "The 
purchase price must be supported 
by advice from a licensed valuer that 
confirms the purchase price is at a 
fair market price". The closing date 
for applications was the end of June. 
By this time it was obvious that the 
owner of the property was not willing to 
accept a valuer's "fair market price", 
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and even if they might have been 
willing to sell at that price, there was no 
time for council or other organisation to 
commit to paying the otherl /3 of the 
purchase price. 

• Tony Smith, the Federal Member for 
Casey, is investigating possible avenues 
for negotiation. 

• Contact with the State Department 
responsible for the purchase of 
environmentally sensitive land. The 
department is now aware of the 
importance of the property, and has 
been in contact with the owner. 

Council has informed the real estate 
agent o-Aa·-council staff of the VCAT ruling 
forbidding any clearing of vegetation on 
the property, so it is unlikely that anyone 
will unknowingly purchase the land hoping 
to build. Unfortunately, incremental 
vegetation removal has been occurring 
year by year. 

The signed copies of recent Maroondah 
Bushlinks petition are being kept safe until 
the time when they might aid a further 
effort to purchase the property. Currently 
there over 300 signatures, and more are 
always welcome. 4 

Illustration by ©Ruth Jackson 
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Margaret Baber, Co-ordinator Maroondah Bushlinks. 

References 
1. "Wild Orchids of Victoria Australia" by Jeffery Jeans and Gary 

Backhouse. 
2. VCAT Decision 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT /1999 /1634.htm 
3. "Maroondah Leader" article 

http://www.leadernews.eom.au/article/2008/05/20/35592mmv _news.htm 
4. The petition 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/-meg/spiderorchid/Petition.doc 
5. Information from Dr. Graeme Lorimer and other Bush links members, 

councilors and council staff. 
Relevant Websites -
• Federal "Environment Protection & Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999" 
http://www.environment.gov.au/"?PbC/ 

• State Department of Sustainability and Environment's 
Action Plan Flora And Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 No 191 

re the Orchid 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/CA256F3 l 0024B628/0/8C 1920 
3FB34AD4BCCA257OED001 CA94A/$File/l 91 +kilsyth+south 
+spider+orchid+2003.pdf 

• The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/ 
DSE/nrenpa.nsf /FID/-0488335CD48EC l 424A2567C 10006BF6D?Ope 
nDocument 

Annual General Meeting 

' t 
Friday September 12, 7.30pm 
Maroondah Federation Estate 

Greenwood Avenue 

Guest Speakers: 
Bernadette Thomas: 
Sustainable Living Space Project Worker 

Andrew Johnson: 

Local Orchids 
(Andrew's botanical orchid illustrations were featured in a previous newsletter) 
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Stream Frontage 
Management Protram 

The community values waterways as part of our environment. These water
ways, which add considerably to the quality of our urban and rural environ
ments, often contain significant vegetation and provide important habitat for 
native animals. Ove r the years, the health of our waterways has been com
promised by many factors, and our challenge for the future is to re-establish a 
more healthy, robust waterway environment. 

Melbourne Water, as the regional waterway manager, works to proect and im
prove the condition of our streams. Rehabilitation of stream frontage is an ur
gent priority, and is a task most successfully achieved in partnership with land
owners, Landcare and other community groups. To address this, Melbourne 
Water has developed the Stream Frontage Management Program. 

The Stream Frontage Management Program (SFMP} aims to improve the en
vironment, social and economic values of rivers and creeks by protecting 
and enhancing streamside vegetation and minimising erosion and stock ac
cess. SFMP assists private landowners to manage their stream frontage land 
(freehold or licensed Crown land water frontges) by providing grants for owkrs 
including fencing, off-stream stock watering, weed control and revegetation. 
The SFMP aims to establish long-term relatinships with landholders to assist with 
ongoing frontage management. 

SFMP provides successful applicants with advice, training opportunities and 
funding contributions for on-ground works. The landowner is responsible for the 
delivery of those works and for the ongoing maintenance of the project site 
and any structures erected with the funding. 

For further information: 
www.melbournewater.com.au 

Is your membership up to date? 
Check your mailing label to see if or when your 
membership is due. If there is no date it indicates 
that you are not currently a financial member. A 
membership form is at the end of the newsletter. 
Photocopy or fill out and send now or bring along to 
the AGM on Friday September 12th, 7.30pm, 
Ringwood Federation Estate 
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ustainable livin2 Spat 
by Bernadette Thomas 

Sustainability has become a talking 
point for many people in the 
community. As petrol and food 
prices continue to increase, the 
climate change debate intensifies 
we are being asked continually to 
change the way we live. How do we 
go about making these changes and 
where can we access the information 
we need to keep informed? The 
Sustainable Living Space project is 
an attempt to respond to the need 
in the community to include these 
changes in our everyday lives. 

The Sustainable Living Space project 
is a community initiative working in 
the outer eastern suburbs, 
looking at ways to involve the 
community in environmental 
sustainability. The major focus is to 
talk to the community to determine 
the interest in creating a Sustainable 
Living Space - a place where 
people and groups can come and 
learn about how to include the 
environment and sustainability in their 
lives and share their knowledge and 
skills with the rest of the community. 
The project brings together the North 
Ringwood Community House, Park 
Orchards Learning Centre, Eastern 
Volunteer Resource Centre and 
Maroondah and Manningham City 
Councils. 

The Sustainable Living Space 
will be a focal point to promote 
environmental sustainability within 
the community. A growing number 
of communities around Melbourne, 

Victoria and across the country, have 
created similar spaces, helping local 
communities to work together to make 
their communities more sustainable. 

We aim to speak with as many people 
as possible about this project, either as 
part of community forums, focus groups, 
workshops, community conservations or 
through surveys. We'll be asking people 
what they think about the environment 
and living a sustainable life. We'll also be . 
asking them what they think about the 
idea of developing a space dedicated 
to sustainable living in the area and what 
that space should look like. We have a 
number of focus groups planned for July 
and a community workshop in August. 
Already there is a lot of enthusiasm for 
the project coming from a variety of 
groups and individuals, sending a positive 
message that a space like this is needed in 
the outer east. 

We need input from all parts of the 
outer eastern community. If you are 
interested in finding out more about 
the project or in joining us in the 
consultation sessions please contact 
Bernadette at 
bdettethomas@gmail.com 
or on 9687 8675 or visit the website 
http:/ /www.users.bigpond.net.au/nrch/ 
sustainability 
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CRISP nursery sate dates 
August 2nd 

August 16 

September 6th - major spring sale 

Sept 20th 

October 4th 

October 18th 

Nov 1st 

Nov 15th 

Get dirty and cheer up 
People who suffer from depresssion 
could benefit from getting 'dirty'. according to new British 
Research. 
A 'friendly' bacteria found in soil has the same uplifting 

effects as those produced by anti-depressant drugs, the 
study found. 
Mice altered their behaviour and were more relaxed after 

treatment with the Mycobacterium vaccae bacteria. 
Bristol University and University College London scientists 

found it stiumulated the immune system and activated neu
rons in the brain which produce the mood enhancing chemi
cal serotonin. 

'These studies help us understand how the body commu
nicates with the brain and why a healthy immune system 
is important for maintaining mental health, 'lead author Dr. 
Chris Lowry told Neuroscience Journal. 

'They also leave us wondering if we shouldn't all spend 
more time playing in the dirt.' 

Herald Sun, Monday April 2 2008 
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by Annette Culley 

I have to admit that over the last few 
years I have become hopelessly addicted 
to my car. Run out of milk, need a 
forgotten ingredient for a cooking project, 
the car was always there. Although my 
petrol bill of $20-$25 dollars per week 
seemed small in comparison to others' 
bills, it nevertheless equaled lots of horrible 
black carbon filled balloons. I told myself 
that one-day, in the future, I would do 
something about this. 

The beginnings of a fight against my 
addiction to four wheels arrived in 
the form of a phone call from a work 
colleague; she needed one or two more 
people to join the mandatory team 
of seven for something called Global 
Corporate Challenge, something to 
do with walking she said. Well, if it just 
involved walking I could do that, and in 
a split second I said yes. Only catch was 
that ten thousand steps per day were 
recommended and I had no idea how 
difficult that was going to be to achieve. 
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rips 
) In ', ue cOurse,along ame a backpack, 
~() pedom'etersdnd a pair of socks . 
. Th'~ pe,99rpete~»vas necessary but 
'the. socks turned out to be the best 
pdrif:'.o{t drgain so with some 

: tref?ida:t b 'rushed the dust off my 
: Ai?Mpc,. onned the backpack and 

J~hng slightly foolish sallied forth. Only 
prot/lem here was that my very first 
wQ{lt was done with ordinary lace-up 

4'f6es instead of my Air Macs and my 
enthusiastic 19,000 steps resulted in very 
sore feet. The podiatrist's advise: never 
walk a serious distance in anything but 
runners. 

Global Corporate Challenge is a 
scheme aimed at weaning participants 
off their cars and at the same time 
increasing their level of fitness. It uses 
the lure of a virtual walk around the 
world with your team's combined 
steps moving you from one location to 
another. Steps need to be entered on 
a website each few days. Once you 
have done this news of your team's 
progress appears on the GCC website 
with enticing photos of the new location 
attached. 

Now, I have always found walking for 
it's own sake somewhat boring but my 
walks were soon enlivened by many 
interesting observations of the world 
around me, one of which was that 
the nature strips and house lawns of 
Ringwood and Heathmont contain, 
in many cases, areas of beautiful 
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indigenous grasses. Sometimes these 
areas are very small, consisting of only a 
few plants in a small cluster but in other 
cases there are quite large areas (i.e. 
large for nature strips and lawns!). There 
were few nature strips that did not have 
any indigenous grasses and one house 
lawn in particular, close to Heathmont 
Station consisted entirely of what 
appeared to be well-mown Microlaena 
stipoides. 

There is something quite poignant about 
small patches of remnant vegetation 
with their hint of what Maroondah once 
was. The sheer tenacity of some of our 
beautiful fiora in the face of whipper 
snipper and mower never ceases to 
astonish. My personal feeling is that all 
these small remnant patches should be 
cherished and preserved, so in a fiash I 
had visions of half of Maroondah's nature 
strips transformed into mini fiora reserves. 

My first contact, a friend and neighbour, 
said "It's going under the mower 
tomorrow"- "it" being a small patch 

of Danthonia in his front lawn. I was 
further chastened by the news that the 
Maroondah Council had strict rules about 
what can and more importantly, cannot 
be done with nature strips. These are 
contained in Maroondah Council, Parks 
and Works' three-fold brochures, Naturestrip 
landscaping guidelines and Naturestrip 
trees. 

Now none of these regulations seem to 
cover not mowing your nature strip but 
instead concentrate on what you can't 
plant, the inadvisability of digging holes, 
on not introducing hard landscaping, 
(sleepers, rocks and the like), confining 
plantings to small approved ground 
covers and avoiding at all cost anything 
that would hit the power lines. As I read 
this I had a momentary vision of a giant 
Microlaena stypoides as high as a power 
line but the regulations here are sensibly 
aimed at preventing the plantings of trees 
whose mature height would make them 
inappropriate. 

If you do find an area of what might be 
indigenous grass in your lawn or nature strip, 
the first step would be to obtain a positive 
identification. If indigenous grasses are 
left unmown for a while they will produce 
a fiower head and then seeds that can 
be used for identification purposes. These 
grasses can be mowed after they have 
shed their seeds, keeping the mower blade 
slightly higher than usual to prevent the 
blade from hitting the ground. 'Scarifying' 
is the more technical word for this mishap. 
Seeds from your grasses can also be 
collected and spread over other adjacent 
areas of bare earth. Areas of your lawn 
or nature strip that are clearly replete 
with weeds or introduced grasses can be 
mowed as usual. 

Finally, it would be a good idea to obtain 
copies of the above-mentioned Council 
guidelines just to make sure that you 
don't do anything inappropriate. C.R.I.S.P. 
Nursery has copies, as do Maroondah 
Council outlets. These are located at City 
Offices Service Centre in Braeside Avenue, 
Eastland Service Centre on Level 2 Eastland 
Shopping Centre and at Civic Square 
Service Centre, Croydon . 
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Natures strips in 
Heathmont and 
East Ringwood 
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EVENTS: 
Yarra Catchment 

1. Thursday 7 August 2008 - What does your garden grow?' a one-day course 
designed by the Weeds CRC. This course aims to increase awareness of the 
huge impact weeds have on our unique Australian environment and to provide 
basic knowledge of how to deal with weeds in private gardens. Many home 
gardeners are unaware that what they grow in their gardens can impact on 
the environment and agricultural production. Yet 65% of introduced weeds 
have escaped from parks and gardens. This course is appropriate for staff 
(primarily), and volunteer leaders who are educating community members about 
environmental weeds and what alternative plants can be used. 
TIME 9am - 3pm (including catering) 
VENUE: Alexander Room, 
Madeline's @Jells Park (Melway 71 K7), Wheelers #Hill. See Jells Park visitor guide 
for more information http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/resources05/05_0346.pdf_. _ 
COST: $200 per person. *** However if you would like to attend and your 
organisation does not have the full funding to support you, I will see what I can do 
to help. PLEASE RSVP TO Sarah Canham with your contact details and full names 
of all attending. There are only 20 places, so first in - best dressed! 
Sarah Canham Phone: 03 8781 7960 Email: sarah.canham@ppwcma.vic.gov.au 
Sam Bayley Yarra Catchment Landcare Coordinator Port Phillip & Westernport 
Catchment Management Authority c/o PPWCMA, Locked Bag 3000, BOX HILL, 
VIC, 3128Phone: 03 9296 4644#Mobile: 0447 308 551 Fax: 03 9296 4708 
Email:samuel.bayley@ppwcma.vic.gov.au 
Web: www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au 

2. Saturday 16 August 2008 - The Country Place Retreat ( 180 Olinda Creek 
Road Kalorama)Making Connections Event- Yarra Catchment. 
Who should come along?People who have a keen interest in protecting rivers 
and creeks in the Yarra Catchment.We hope to hear from a broad range of 
stakeholders about how we can assist groups and organisations to connect 
with each other and us more effectively.Our goal: We want to improve 
communication and build stronger relationships by developing new ways of 
working with organisations, groups and individuals who have an interest in the 
future of the Yarra Catchment. Feedback from community Recent feedback 
tells us that while we are currently doing a good job of listening to our community 
there are opportunities for improving coordination of joint efforts in the 
community.The event is an independently facilitated workshop. It relies on people 
with differing views coming together to share their experiences and aspirations. 
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sundews 
by Linda Hibbs 

The scientific name for sundew is drosera which in 
latin means 'water droplet'. In Greek this means 
'dewdrops'. The name has therefore come to be 
associated with winter time and dew as tiny droplets 
glisten along the leaves. 

Photo: L.Hibbs 
In fact this is not water but a sticky substance that acts like glue to attract 
bugs. Insects are attracted to the nectar like substance and then are caught 
and subsequently digested by the plant. They are one of the many species of 
carnivorous plants. 

In the Maroondah region - in particular near or in Wombolano park, you can .find 
two distinct types. The leaves of the Drosera Whittakeri are close to the ground. The 
flower stem is usually only a couple of cm high. The Drosera auriculata, however, 
has a stem with smaller leaves that is several cm high. Both produce lovely white or 
pink flowers. 

Sundews are found in many parts of the world but Australia has over 50% of the 
species. Each species seems to grow in a different climate, some prefer hotand 
dry, some humid and some in swamp areas. 

The sundew plant has also been used as a herbal medicine from as far back as 
the 12th Century and is still used by some alternative health practitioners. The 
herbal medicine is produced from cultivated fast growing drosera species grown 
outside of Australia. It is still used as a remedy for coughs in Germany and other 
parts of Europe. Sundew tea is recommended for dry coughs or bronchitis. More 
recent research has shown that Drosera does have properties beneficial to assisting 
with coughs. It is also said that sundews have been used as an aphrodisiac, to 
strengthen the heart, as well as to treat sunburn and prevent freckles! ~· 
The Victorian Carnivorous Plant Society has information about this species and list,sf 
with photos the ones specific to Victoria on their website: .. "~ 
http://www.vcps.au.com/contents/vicdrosera.htm 
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You can join the committee! All volunteers/members are welcome. 
Copy this page and end or bring your nomination to the meeting. 

CRISP NIJRSERY INC. 
ANNIJAL GENERAL MEETING: Friday 12th September 

2008 
COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

REPLY: 
Post to PO Box 706, Heathmont 3135. Or drop into the nursery at 17 Greenwood Ave Ringwood 3134. 
Nominations can also be received on the night. Please note: the nominations initially are a show of interest 
and the positions will be decided at the meeting following the AGM - Thursday 16th of October. 

CANDIDATE: 

CANDIDATE ____________________ _ 

DATE: 

PROPOSER: 

I, ____________ , nominate the candidate for a position on the committee. 

SIGNATURE OF PROPOSER: ______________ _ 

DATE: 

SECONDER: 

1, _____________ , second the nomination of the candidate for a position. 

SIGNATURE OF THE SECONDER: ____________ _ 

DATE: 

CONSENT: 

I, _____________ , accept my nomination for a position on the committee. 

SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE: _____________ _ 

DATE: 
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Take out or renew your membership now! 
CRISP needs your support now more than ever! Your neighbourhood needs 

more natives to remain green at a time when water is scarce 

Due on July 1 st each year 

(For Members joining after March ,their next subscription falls due the following year) 

What does your membership mean for you? Apart from helping support your local Indigenous 

plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at reduced rates (eg. tube 

stock will cost $1 .00 instead of $1.50 and 150mm pots cost $3.00 instead of $4.00. 

You are helping to keep Maroondah's local flora and fauna alive. Support CRISP and help 

your local environment. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: (Please circle) 

Single: 

FAMILY: 

GROUP: 

Name: 

Address: 

Contact: Tel: 

$10 per annum 

$15 per annum 

$20 per annum 

Email: ________________ _ 

Please forward payment to: The Treasurer 

CRISP Nursery Inc. 

PO Box 706 

Heathmont, VIC 3135 
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If undeliverable please return to: 
CRISP Nursery 
Box 706 
Heathmont 
VIC 3135 
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