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CRISP Management Team 
Nursery Manager: 
Community Development Worker: 

President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Committee: 

Newsletter Editor: 

SALES AREA 

VOLU: 

Open: 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Annette O'Sullivan 
Stephanie Dean 

Andy Powell 
Peter Wooton 
Paul Chenery 
Merrilyn Smith 
Annette Culley 
Mark Smith 
Carmel Koesasi 
John Beeston 

Linda Hibbs 

9.30am - 12.30pm 
9.30am - 12.30pm 
10.00-1pm (1st and 3rd of the month March- Nov) 

Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from 
within the community who give their time to help provide a large range of indig
enous plants for the Maroondah Region. If you care about your local environment 
and would like to help out at the nursery - join the friendly team. No experience 
needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to propagate 
and pot up the many seedlings. 

Where are we? 
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood Uust next to Jubilee Park). If 
you can't find a volunteer amongst the plants - walk down further and find them in 
a small building on your left - just before Reverse Art. 
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others. 

DISCLAIMER: Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements 
made or opinions expressed in CRISP news. They may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the organisation, but are merely printed to share information with those 
who are interested in the conservation of our local flora and related environmental 
concerns. 
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A note from the Editor 

We have all been touched in some way by the devastation of the 
recE?nt bushfires. We are also all aware of the destruction these caused 
the local environment. 

As usual after a disaster - blame flies in all directions. Sadly blame was 
thrown at 'Greenies' of all descriptions - claiming that it was these 
environmentally conscious people who caused thousands of homes to 
burn by not allowing people to clear their land of trees. Rational thought 
has not prevailed. Surely we have already made a choice when living 
in those areas. If we get to then choose to chop down the trees - then 
large stretches of Australia will become a suburban nightmare with 
wildlife forced to live in even smaller sections of bushland. 

It is hoped that when the frustration, anger and sadness subsides that 
people see things in a more reasonable light. If one chooses to live in 
a treed area - then one has to live with the potential for fire. Chopping 
down trees is not going to stop a fire but will cause short and long term 
environmental ruin of the local area. 

Perhaps there are many lessons to be learnt from the fires and learn-
ing to live with them is something that needs to be approached with 
sensible and rational discussion. We have an article by Annette Culley 
that touches on this subject in this newsletter and food for thought from 
Carmel Koesasi's reflection on how the local indigenous population lived 
with fire. 

Donations have been flowing through the red cross and other 
organisations. You can also help those who are helping the wildlife by 
donating to Wildlife Victoria (www.wildlifevictoria.org.au). 

Annette and Stephanie worked hard with their team to keep a watering 
system going duing the very hot weather and as a result the plants are 
looking very good indeed. 

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and please come along to the lunch 
BBQ organised for volunteers at the nursery on the 27th March. 

Best wishes to all, 
Linda Hibbs 

Check out website for Indigenous nursery in Fairfield. 
Their on-line newsletter has some interesting articles 

http://www.vine.net.au/index .htm 
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Local Friends Groups 
"""""""""""""""~ 

Walk The Koonung 
Trail. Start St John 
Hall - Melways 47 
B4) 
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Sunday May 3 
2009 

in support of 

8 Oxfam Australia 

Oxfam Australia's vision is of a fairer world 
in which people control their own lives, 
achieve their basic rights and live in a 
sustainable environment. 

For more info 03 9720 1703 (9898 1915) 
or email: alibabar60@hotmail.com 
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Report lrom the nursery 
We survived a hot dry summer with most of the plants surviving thanks to 
the many extra volunteer hours put in to check the watering. Thanks to 
Alan, Andy and Paul who have been regularly checking the watering 
throughout summer. 

We are looking towards a very busy year with some large plant orders. 
An interesting one is a large order of 'bush tucker' plants in 20cm pots. 
If you are wanting to order plants for this year you will need to place an 
order soon or your choice of plants may be limited 

The sales area has been reconstructed and ready to reopen and is full 
of beautiful plants. Now that we have had a bit of rain it is almost time 
to start the autumn planting. Just to let you know about some special, 
exciting plants that are currently available we still have a good supply of 
Rough Tree Ferns that were rescued from Poynton Avenue they start at 
$10 for a 15cm pot. These will only be around for a limited time!!!! 

Again we are looking for help with the Saturday Sales l stand 3rd Satur
day of the Month. We are planning advertised Saturday Sales days for 
Saturday 4th April, July 4th and September 5th. On these days we will be 
looking for extra helpers - are you interested in customer service, 
delivering information in your local area or helping with the BBQ. Please 
contact us at the nursery so we can add you to the roster. 

To celebrate the work that volunteers contribute to the nursery we are 
planning to have a lunch for volunteers on Friday 27th March at the 
nursery at 12pm. If you are able to attend please RSVP to the nursery by 
Wednesday 25th for catering. 

Happy gardening 
Annette and Stephanie 

Come and Join us at the nursery 
to celebrate the work of volunteers 

Friday 21th March 12Pm 
For BBQ lunch 

RSVP by the 25th for caterine Pun>oses 
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connections 
by Carmel Koesasi 

You've read much about them, our 
cataclysmic bushfires and the great human 
tragedy that ensued. Your heart has been 
seared and your mind benumbed and 
stupefied. And all the while your innermost 
core trembles for the future of our ancient 
forests of magnificent mountain ash with 
their exhuberant under story of acacias, 
pomaderris, bedfordias, olearias and 
various fern species. 

In the times ahead there will be much 
speculation about many, many things - one 
of which will be the way that the First 
Australians used fire. The many clans, 
including the Wurrundjeri, that comprised 
the Kulin Confederacy of central Victoria, 
described seven seasons occurring 
annually, the last of which was known as 
BIDERAP - the dry season (January/Febru
ary). Some suppose that during Biderap 
the various tribes simply left the ash forests, 
surrendering them to a more awesomely 
powerful but wontonly erratic master, 
returning only when the lightning induced 
fires were spent and tranquillity reigned 
once more. But we all know, (don't we) 
that the simple way is not the way of the 
modern material man or woman! 

It is probably that the Kulin more actively 
managed certain of the ridge tops ( as they 
did the woodlands) to facilitate their 
constant crisscrossing of the mountain 
ranges. And it has probably been 
forgotten today, that the Blacks' Spur: as 
it was once known referred to a crossing 
place used by the Kulin from time 
immemorial and formalised in 1863 with the 
'blazing' of the track to benefit the gold 
miners. It was this track that Simon Wonga 
(Ngurungaeta or learned elder of the 
Wurundjeri) and his cousin, William Barak 
led the sparse remnants of the various clans 
to yet another area of promised land (Hav
ing already been hounded off land prom
ised on the Acheron River, at Woori Yallock, 
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then Wa s River and on Moh1can S a ion) 
land situated on the outskirts of Healsville 
near the junction of Badger Creek and 
the Yarra. The Kulin named the area Cor
randerrk after a large, attractive bush that 
once grew profusely there. Europeans 
came to know the Corranderrk bush as 
the Victorian Christmas Bush (Prostanthera 
Lasianthos). 

Scarcely a decade had passed ( 187 6) 
before the authorities - partly out of mis
guided benevolence ( consumption was 
a problem) and partly out of greed for 
yet more land - began manoeuvering to 
push the clans off Correnderrk Station to 
a far distant site on the Murray River. The 
community's resistance to the move is 
poignantly encapsulated in the words of 
Barak, "Me no leave it, Yarra my father's 
country. There's no mountains for me on 
the Murray.' 
So resist they did and often (!) living at Cor
renderrk until the 1920s when they were 
displaced - yet again. 

We live on Wurrundjeri country, Barak's 
country. He was born on the banks of 
the Brushy Creek, Croydon. A memorial 
plaque was erected in the vicinity (Mel
ways 37 C7) in 1986. One hundred years 
after his death, in August 2003, a ceremo
nial gathering of Wurrundjeri elders was 
held at the Brushy Creek memorial site, 
both to honour Barak and to acknowl
edge the descendants of the Coranderrk 
inhabitants, many of whom still live in the 
Yarra Valley area - their country. 

A commemorative Burn-no-look or bloke 
wattle tree (Acacia melanoxylon) was 
planted. It was noticed then that the area 
in immediate proximity to the plaque was 
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rather bleak and gloomy, surrounded, as it 
is by giant, old oak trees and huge conifers, 
with noisy Maroondah highway to the fore of 
the plaque and the pigeon racer's shed just 
behind. 
After discussions between the Wurundjeri the 
Maroondah City Council, the Croydon Histori
cal Society and local reconcilliation groups, 
it was agreed that the planting of an indig
enous, Australian garden was a meaningful 
way to highlight the plaque and its impor
tance . 

CRISP was invited to be involved. We were 
not only to help with the supply and planting 
of appropriate species but we were to be 
trusted with the shaping and on going devel
opment of the garden. On August 18th, 2004 
( after site preparation by Council) the first 
phase was initiated. It was a joyful occasion 
with local school children (North Croydon), 
politicians, history lovers and reconciliation 
activits of every hue and expertise coming 
together - under the watchful eye of Annette 
and various CRISP volunteers - to consign the 
hundred or so plants to the soil. Again with 
Annette's guidance, there have been further 
plantings and clean-up days each autumn 
since 2004. The garden seems to be thriving, 
growing and evolving in the way most suited 
to its intrinsic nature. 

It is hoped that the garden and its custodians 
face the droughts and the change of cli
mate with the same tenacity, resilience and 
adaptability as the old people (Billibellary, 
Winberry, Munnarin, Wonga, Barak, Paru
gean, Koogurrin, Baruppin etc etc) faced 
the colonial authorities and the cataclysmic 
changes to their spiritual and physical land
scape. Sometimes, when the circumstances 
are very dire, hope is all we have. 
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Photos: Leaming & Reconcillia
tion Maroondah. 
Above: Annette O'Sullivan 
(CRISP) helping the local school 
children plant indigenous plants at 
the memorial. 
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Photos: Learning & 
Reconcilliation Maroondah. 
For further information about the 
Reconcilliation 
group, contact Anne Longridge: 
annlongridge@hotmail.com 

For further information about 
reconcilliation groups: 
http://antarvictoria.org .au 
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seeds and survivakol th~ planet 
' . '., . ···~: ,\~j/ 

Following my art e in tb~~Ja~t ~ t the 2523 seeds 
which went into ;ac~'.'.~:~i~ yVan O golden wattle 
and 23 wollemi pine •.· ,&xd. w b t into space to see 
how they respondEic:J, · ·· · · . They will be in 
quarantine for some wee .. .. ation, and then they 
will be tested and germinated:. ted to be any change 
in the seeds or their performanc ports from China of seeds 
coming back from space and gr ins and zucchini! 
The seeds were chosen for their ico and ability to survive under 
tough conditions.They will be potentially s ·· for storage and cultivation in a 
spaceship or on another planet. They could also be a prototype for a seed bank 
off the planet, like an insurance policy for the future. 

In other plant news, Western Australian plant scientists have been collecting 
examples of that state's wonderful wildflowers from as many locations as 
possible so that they can be preserved in case of habitat loss. They are now also 
beginning to look at each species and the differences in different localities. 
They hope to breed for the best attributes - large flowers, short stems, plant 
health, resistance to disease, etc - so that we will all be able to have reliable 
examples of the species to grow in our gardens.This will be a boon to the plant 
industry, and also to those of us who would like to grow certain plants but find 
the survival rate dishheartening. 

* Come and join us at the nursery 
to celebrate the work of volunteers 

Friday 21th March 12Pm 
For BBQ lunch 

RSVP by the 25th for catering Purposes 
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History repeats itself ... 
by Annette Culley 

My original intention had been to write 
about the parlous state of my garden
what is dead and what survived the heat 
of summer. My back yard has always 
been a problem, partly I think because of 
all the clay deposited on it when the area 
on which the house now sits was 
excavated for a rather large concrete 
slab. Paul Kennedy, a railway engineer as 
well as president of the then Society for 
Growing Native Plants (SGNAP) designed 
the slab, someone commenting at the 
time that it was robust enough to support 
a train! Paul did all this for nothing and 
earned our gratitude nonetheless. 

Perhaps what has survived in my garden 
as a whole was predictable. Most of the 
rampant Dianella tasmanica ( originally 
from Murray Rd, Croydon) appears to be 
dead but I wouldn't bet on it! Ditto all my 
carefully encouraged Microlaena sti
poides. The survivors include one 
Platylobium obtusangulum ( a newly 
planted one succumbing early in spite of 
a frantic amount of TLC), several Acacia 
pycnantha, the Hakeas, the 
Allocasuarinas, the Kunzeas. An Acacia 
verticillata standing beside one that died 
last summer is alive despite an impromptu 
pruning from a very large and very 
determined yellow- tailed black 
cockatoo. So entranced were we by its 
performance right outside our kitchen 
window that we couldn't bear to shoo it 
off. The area above the attack has died. 
Some newly planted grasses that I 
encouraged with buckets of gray water 
before the heat set in are still alive so it 
pays to get them established before 
summer. The only other notable survivors 
are ring-ins- the two Acacia 
glandu/ocarpa purchased from the DSE 
nursery at Wail, near Dimboola on a trip 
back from Adelaide don't appear to have 
even noticed the heat. 
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The above is just a digression, for 
thoughts of the horrendous loss of life 
in the recent bushfires has made all this 
seem insignificant. However an article in 
Saturday's Age [1] caught my eye and 
the reading of it gave a perspective on 
these events that I for one knew nothing 
about. It was entitled "A day we knew 
would come" and was written by an 
historian, Tom Griffiths and it speaks of 
humans' need to learn from history. He 
tells us that: 

"The 2009 bushfires were 1 939 all over 
again laced with 1983 ... the same 
images the same stories, the same words 
and phrases and the same frightening 
and awesome natural force that we 
find so hard to remember and perhaps 
unconsciously strive to forget." 

The fires, he tells us was history repeat
ing itself. They were a combination of a 
stalled high-pressure system in the 
Tasman Sea, (the sea between SE coast 
of Australia and New Zealand) that lead 
to an unimpeded flow of hot northerly 
winds from central Australia across 
south-east Australia. This hot air, known as 
a 'fire flume' created, in Griffiths' words 
" a deadly chemistry of air and fuel" as, 
relentlessly following the topography of 
the land, it dried out the wet mountain 
forests. 

A further element here is the peculiar 
nature of the way that mountain and 
alpine ash eucalypts regenerate, not by 
producing lignotubers but by committing 
what the author refers to as mass suicide; 
by episodes of intense fire that happen 
only when the above mentioned 
elements come together. Then the 
forest burns with what Griffith refers to as 
"atomic power" and this burning cracks 
open the seed capsules to release the 
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seeds of the next generation. A delayed 
southerly change produces lightning and 
turns the fires upon its victims. It would 
seem that before European settlement the 
events described above might 
happen every few hundred years. Whilst 
climate change played a part in our 
recent fires there is also a periodicity that 
must be acknowledged and understood. 
To cope with this reality says Griffiths we 
need to develop not national but 
"bioregional fire survival strategies." 

The remainder of this article examines our 
lack of assimilation of the knowledge that 
was gained after the 1939 bushflres, that 
Victorians live completely within this fire 

flume and that this distinctive fire 
region is the most dangerous in the world. 

This short account does not do justice to 
the vivid language of the original article. 
Tom Griffiths, professor of history in the 
research school of social science at the 
Australian national University is also the 
author of Forests of Ash: An Environmental 
History, CUP, 2001. 

Oral history accounts of the 1939 
bushfires are available on the internet at 
www.abc.net.au/blackfriday/oral 

[l] Griffiths, Tom A day we knew would 
come. The Age, Insight, February 21, 2009. 

Sunday 22nd March i SCJturdoy 28tb .March I Sunday 29th l'./ac:t-1 

Get involved. If you would like to contribute to the next Mullum Mullum Festival, please 
join our committee - we would love to hear from you! 
Mullum Mullum Festival Inc. PO Box 173 Mitcham, VIC 3132 
Telephone: 03 987 4 2641 (Les Smith) web: http://www.vicnet.net.au/~mulfest/ 
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Top: Olwyn and Lloyd Smiley 
chat with Lyn. 
Middle. Stephanie Dean and 
Olwyn Smiley. 
Carmel Koesasi, Jean and 
Pam. Andy Powel with Joyce. 

Bottom left: Julie Moore, Alan 
Strachan talking to Rick, 
Bill Hermon in background. 

Bottom Right: Callum & Lucas 
Moore with Aden Hibbs Bridge 
enjoying a bite to eat. 
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Due to rain .... yes ... rain .... the BBQ 
made a last minute move from Trevor 
Blake's house to Andy Powell's house. 
It was well attended with new and 
old faces mingling with both young 
and old. 



Right: Bill and Joyce. 

Below: Carmel and Jean. 
Alan Strachan, 
Trevor Blake (seated) 
talking with Ken Mcinnes, 
Peter Moore (left) and 
Peter Wooton 
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roondah 

Sustainability in Maroondah 
Maroondah City Council is providing a series of free environmental 

workshops to be held at Federation Estate. Come along to learn more 
about sustainable living. Registration is essential. 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Join thousands of other Australians and 
clean up your local environment. Check 
out www.cleanup.com.au 

Date: Sunday, 1 March 

Energy Efficiency at Home 

Come along and learn how you can 
reduce your energy use and save money 
at home. Two separate workshops. 

Date: Tuesday, 3 March and Tuesday, 2 
June 

Time: 7-9pm 

Waterwise Gardening 

Is your garden looking sick after summer? 
This session will assist you to redesign 
your garden to use less water and look 
great next summer. 

Date: Tuesday, 17 March 

Time: 7-9pm 

Earth Hour 

Join Council and millions of others around 
the world in turning off all non-essential 
lighting for an hour to support more action 
on climate change. Check out 
www.earthhour.org 

Date: Saturday, 28 March 

Time: 8:30-9:30pm 
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Yummy Yards 

This is a two-part workshop on designing 
and maintaining a successful produce 
garden. It covers healthy soils, compost 
and fertilizers, organic pest control and 
seasonal plants. 

Dates: Tuesday, 31 March and Tuesday, 
21 April 

Time: 7-9:30pm 

Habitat Gardening 

Learn how to make your garden attractive 
to native fauna. Discover what species to 
plant to attract birds, frogs and butterflies 
to your garden. 

Date: Tuesday, 19 May 

Time: 7-9pm 

All educational events are located at 
Maroondah Federation Estate, 32 
Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood (Melways 
Ref: 49 H10). 
Please arrive before 7:00pm for a prompt 
start. 

For further information or to register for an 
event, please contact David Simondson, 
Environmental Planner on 9298 4261 or 
email: 
david .simondson@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
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Take out or renew your membership now! 
CRISP needs your support now more than ever! Your neighbourhood needs 

more natives to remain green at a time when water is scarce 
Due on July 1 st each year 

(For Members joining after March ,their next subscription falls due the following year) 

What does your membership mean for you? Apart from helping support your local Indigenous 

plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at reduced rates (eg. tube 

stock will cost $1 .00 instead of $1 .50 and 150mm pots cost $3.00 instead of $4.00. 

You are helping to keep Maroondah's local flora and fauna alive. Support CRISP and help 

your local environment. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: (Please circle) 

Single: $10 per annum 

Name: 

Address: 

Contact: Tel: 

FAMILY: 

GROUP: 

$15 per annum 

$20 per annum 

Email: ________________ _ 

Please forward payment to: The Treasurer 

CRISP Nursery Inc. 

PO Box 706 

Heathmont, VIC 3135 
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If undeliverable please return to: 
CRISP Nursery 
Box 706 
Heathmont 
VIC 3135 
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