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Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from 
within the community who give their time to help provide a large range of indig
enous plants for the Maroondah Region. If you care about your local environment 
and would like to help out at the nursery - join the friendly team. No experience 
needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to propagate 
and pot up the many seedlings. 

Where are we? 
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood (just next to Jubilee Park). If 
you can't find a volunteer amongst the plants - walk down further and find them in 
a small building on your left - just before Reverse Art. 
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others. 

DISCLAIMER: Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions 
expressed in CRISP news. They may not necessarily reflect the opinions of the organisation, but are 
merely printed to share information with those who are interested in the conservation of our local flora 
and related environmental concerns . 

. PRINTED ON RE-CYCLED PAPER by Maroondah Printers 
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A note from the Editor 

The nursery plants are flourishing and the tanks are full. You are probably finding the same in your own 
backyards. It is hard to believe that this time over a year ago we were wondering what would last in 
the garden. Weather of extremes seems to be the norm at the moment and sadly has hit hard in many 
places most recently Japan where we feel for all those who have lost friends and family. 

Whilst other parts of the country and state coped with floods and cyclones, we had several deluges that 
caused tree damage and local flooding, including along the Dandenong creek. This has been perfect 
weather for the flourishing indigenous plants but there has also been a downside with more eucalyptus 
trees toppling in strong winds as their roots have become waterlogged. If any of you have seen the 
Yarra River after flooding at Warrandyte you will have noticed the number of large gum trees that came 
down. Unfortunately this also sets up a spate of letters to the local papers about council never letting 
them chop down trees. This of course is not the case - and I'd argue that with many applications 
permission should not be considered. Whilst not everyone might agree with me, we have to accept 
that the large established trees need to be there and we need to learn to live with them. Very few 
people in Maroondah experience extensive damange from trees or limbs falling in comparison with 
others who live in the Yarra Ranges area. 

Council did give permission for my neighbour's two large gum trees to come down. Both were said 
to be hollow but upon inspection afterwards (something the council never does) showed that only one 
had internal damage and the other one was in what appeared good condition. Its position in the front 
yard, however, had caused damage when it dropped two very large branches onto my property taking 
out the power and phone. It is sad that we can't somehow live more closely to these trees. There are 
always going to be arguments for and against removing trees close to homes . 

. Last editorial I was fixated on an owl that had nested in the area. Perhaps more exciting this time was 
the visit of a Common Koel round Christmas/New Year. It was with disbelief that I heard the beautiful 
rich 'coo - ee' sound (recognising it from time travelling in Queensland). It later called again at about 

. 3am in the morning. On-line I discovered a site where you can record birds that don't normally visit 
your area. Following other posts it seems this lone Koel (male) had come to Melbourne from up north 
only a week or so before I heard it (they are more common in Queensland and northern NSW but it is 
very rare to have a sighting in south east Australia). 
The last sighting only two days before was in Syndal. I have no idea what happened as it was only 
around for that one day but in the Melbourne area for about 3 weeks. I have included some information 
in the newsletter for anyone who might'have heard this call and not known what bird it was. 

I'd like to thank Jean Galliot into her wonderful reflection on her long standing relationship with Kawarra 
Gardens in the Dandenongs, Diane Cummins for the information and photos of her lovely garden which 
is part of the Open Garden Scheme this year. Also Mark Motton for the information on Indian Myna 
problems, Alan Strachan for his update on seed banks as well as information about high 
performance plants and Carmel Koesasi for her timely article on cattle in the high country. 
Thanks again to Olwyn Smiley for proofreading and Stephanie and Annette for their enthusiasm and 
support in getting the newsletter off the ground each time. 
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I hope you have all had a great start to 2011. It was great to catch up with approximately 
40 of our members who joined the CRISP team at the annual Christmas party. Everyone 
enjoyed the celebrations and the native plants in Wombolano Reserve provided a fantastic 
back drop. 
CRISP is supported by many volunteers who work tirelessly to support the nursery. We 
would like to welcome Pam Yarra, Nerida Gray and Andy Parsons as new committee 
members. Nerida has agreed to be the CRISP treasurer and we would like to thank her 
sincerely for accepting this position. 

I would like to thank the members who have made donations when renewing their 
memberships. We recently received some generous support so the Committee has decided 
to purchase some new books for the CRISP library. You are welcome to use the reference 
library next time you are visiting the nursery. 
If you are coming to buy some plants from the nursery in March, you will notice that new 
shade cloth has been erected to protect the plants while they are growing. The Committee 
has already met for the first time this year and discussed additional initiatives for improving 
the nursery such as the replacement of the sprinkler heads to provide a better water 
coverage over summer. We are also going to continue training Green Corp members in 
propagating native plants and will provide support to some other like-minded, not-for-profit 
organisations. If you have any suggestions for improving the service the nursery provides, 
please don't hesitate to contact us. 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank all the CRISP staff, volunteers, members 
and interested locals for their ongoing support. 

Andy Powell 
President 

Can you help? 

Poly boxes - we use recycled polystyrene 
fruit boxes 35cm x 47cm to pack our plants 
and are always after more of these. If any 
of our members have access to used boxes 
please contact us at the nursery or bring 
along on Wednesdays or Fridays. 
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The beginning of March sees the reopening of our Saturday Sales. Volunteers are working 
hard to prepare the Sales Area and ensure that it is well stocked with available species ready 
for Autumn Planting. Thanks to everyone who helps out with Sales. 

We are still taking orders for the upcoming planting season so if you are planning a large scale 
planting please get your order in as soon as possible so that we have the best chance of 
providing the required plants. 

The mild weather and extra water has made things easier than usual over the summer. 
Normally we require extra volunteers to come and check the plants and supplement the 
regular watering cycle with hand watering. Much to everyone's relief the upgraded watering 
system, new shade cloth and mild weather ensured that the plants were able to cope over 
summer without extra care. The bush lands are looking pretty lush and plant growth has been 
prolific - great for collecting seeds and cuttings. We would be interested to hear in the next 
newsletter about your garden and bushland experiences. Have you seen something that hasn't 
been around for a while? Is some plant flowering that has caught your eye, or have you seen 
some interesting bugs or fungus? Our new library books may help with the identification of 
plants, insects and fungi. 

There are many opportunities for involvement at the Nursery. You could try attending volunteer 
sessions on Wednesday or Friday mornings, helping with Saturday Sales, contributing to the 
newsletter, dropping in at morning tea time to share news over a cuppa, coming and buying 
plants, encouraging your community group, school or church to buy plants from CRISP, 
attending one of our Saturday working bees or the brand new opportunity to join the seed 
cleaning sessions scheduled for Wednesday evenings. 

Hope to see you at some of these CRISP events 

Annette & Stephanie 
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Maroondah Environment Yahoo network 
Want to keep up to date with local environment news and events? 
Why not join the Maroondah Yahoo Network environment group: 

MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com 
To find out more you can contact: baberoz@hotmail.com 
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This wonderful totem was installed by Green Corps (see 
previous newsletter) along Mullum Mullum Creek, opposite 
Sonia St,Ringwood reserve on February 28th. Work started late November lead by Angie, the 
sculptor who chain sawed the images onto the pole. Kirra from Greencorps coming from an 
indigenous background added her creative touch with the paintings of the two boomerangs. 
Greencorps group members, Joel, Chris, Daniel, Kirra, Simon, Vicky, Sam, Don, Kory, Tim, Gary 
and Troy also helped paint other parts of the totem. 
Read more about this venture in the 
Maroondah Bushland Bulletin (packed with great information on Maroondah environment) 
For the lastest Autumn edition contact: bushland@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
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by Jean Galliott 

During the 1960's, some members of the Mount Dandenong Horticultural Society felt there 
was a need to form an Australian native Plant Garden. In due course the Lilydale council 
granted land at Kalorama in the Dandenongs, which I believe was once a berry farm, with 
rich red mountain loam and excellent drainage with a lovely view over Silvan Dam. So began 
the design and planting of Kawarra (place of many flowers) and it was officially opened in 
1971. 

In the early 1970's, while working part time at Austraflora in Montrose, I met a very 
impressive lady, Francis Emerson, who soon lured me to Kawarra Gardens. There I enjoyed 
many years of planting, weeding, pruning, guiding and best of all, flower shows. Austraflora 
was very generous, allowing me into their inner-sanctum to collect specimens from their 
wonderful stock plants 'down the back'. Francis would arrive in her little car to load up the 
buckets of flowers that I had ready and then I'd go up to help arrange and name the 
exhibits in jam jars. Some specimens were allowed from the gardens and some from 
members' gardens. The public swarmed in to the flower show. There were not many 
Australian indigenous flower shows at that time. We still miss the flower shows and I live in 
hope that one day Kawarra has enough help to repeat that lovely experience. 

Over the years I have seen many interesting changes at Kawarra there have been. 
Amazing, talented and knowledgeable folk. Apart from Francis, these included Ellis Stones, 
who among other designs created a lovely rockery (alas, I did not meet him), Kath Deery 
from Fern Gully and garden redesigner (a true landscape artist), Geoff Sitch with his 
expertise on ponds, and so many other volunteers, too many to name here. 

Then came the time Kawarra was handed to the shire and paid employees began to work in 
the gardens. John Knight was the first, then Marilyn Gray and now Lindy Harris and Reagan 
who, with more help and cash from Yarra Valley Shrire are now revitalising and indeed 
re-arranging beds, replanting and pruning. With the rich soil, many of the original design 
areas are needing to be re worked. Kawarra holds very valuable collections of Boronia, 
Telopea, Lomatia and Thomasias. It also has a fern gully section and a number of waratahs. 
They also sell some of the local indigenous plants. 

Kawarra is a popular place for weddings and special events such as artshows. 
It has been a very happy and rewarding journey with Kawarra, making wonderful friends and 
meeting the most interesting people along the way. I feel I have gained a gread deal from my 
time spent there. It was a blessed day when I met that lovely lady Francis Emerson who lead 
me into this beautiful garden. Life would have been very different without Kawarra. 

Sadly, old father time, is marching on, although some of us who saw its beginnings are still 
able to manage a weekend roster duty as long as the chores are not too physically 
demanding. Perhaps I can inspire some who read this to visit Kawarra and if inclined 
volunteer a day now and then. One does not need to be an expert, only have time and a love 
of Aussie plants. 

Editors Note: For futher details about Kawarra please see next page and go to: 
http://www.yarraranges .vie .gov.au/karwarra/ 
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Opening Hours 

Tuesday - Friday: 10am - 4pm 
Saturday, Sunday: 1pm - 4pm 
Public Holidays: 1pm - 4pm 
Not open Good Friday or Christmas Day 
Other times by arrangement 

Entry 
FREE (Garden and Nursery) 
Admission may be charged for special exhibitions 

Contacts 
Karwarra Australian Plant Garden 
Mt. Dandenong Tourist Rd, Victoria 3766 

Phone: 03 9728 4256 
Fax: 03 9728 8047 
Email: karwarragarden@yarraranges .vie .gov .au 
Web: www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au 
Karwarra Garden is a facility of Shire of Yarra Ranges -
phone 1300 368 333 BH and for after hours emergencies 
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by Diane Cummins 
The garden as it is now has evolved since 1970, some 41 years. Initially it was a clay pile, 
and if cotoneaster or ivy wanted to put their roots down I was grateful - anything green was 
my garden aesthetic. Cuttings from friends along with plants that promised quick growth were 
gradually introduced with varying degrees of success, though there's no evidence of these 
now. The two eucalypts at the front were planted in the early 70s and along with the Pinoak, 
are all that remain from that era. One of my 'seventies plants', a New Zealand Flax, was 
removed over 10 years ago; (it is now highly fashionable in the garden-as-decor movement). 

Fast forward to the past eighteen years and I have become a champion of both 
Australian plants and productive gardens. I only purchase tubestock from local volunteer 
indigenous nurseries and an occasional Australian plant that I can't resist, from other Austra
lian plant sales. Most of my vegetables are planted from seed and many, such as the broccoli, 
are self seeded from the previous year. 

The aim in opening my garden is to inspire other gardeners (and perhaps reluctant 
gardeners) to think about having a garden that is more than a piece of ground filled with 
plants, (or even worse, concrete) the only purpose of which is to be decorative. My garden 
has been developed to promote biodiversity and particularly, to be frog, butterfly, insect and 
bird friendly. I hope to accomplish both the aesthetic and the productive and am prejudiced in 
favour of Australian (and especially local and indigenous) plants because they are just more 
interesting and appropriate for the Australian landscape. They are after all, what makes 
Australia unique. 

My mainly bush garden is a 'look into' garden not a 'look at' garden. This means that there 
are hidden delights awaiting those visitors who seek to look beyond the superficial. Havens 
for butterflies, frogs, insects and birds are of primary importance and I'm quite relaxed about 
the colour brown insofar as the native grasses are concerned. 

Beginning at the front on the left hand side (which faces south/west) the structure is Dwarf 
Leucoxylon, some Acacias, Grevillea Longistyla, Allocasuarinas and some local shrubs such 
as Pomaderris along with a quite robust Red Acacia. There's really not much ground cover 
here as it is quite a difficult spot to plant. The silver plants (Helichrysum and Lamb's ears are 
not Australian) the silver Rhagodia spinescens is. Like most silver-leafed plants all are very 
drought tolerant. 
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Though I had always had a selection of Australian plants, they were not originally planted with 
thought as to garden biodiversity. I have gradually tried to rectify this. 

The gum trees dominate the middle section of the garden where the layering is more successful. 
To the left and right of the footpath walking towards the house, there is a collection of indigenous 
and Australian plants featuring groundcovers and shrubs. Grevilleas are a wonderful species, 
however there is only one that is local, of which I have three survivors. lndigofera, Lomandra and 
Grasses make an interesting picture, though lndigofera can be temperamental. 

Close to the house there are some remnant Azaleas and Camellias. I have not removed these 
as I want to demonstrate that it is possible to mix Australian with the exotic although if you are 
like me, you do come to realize that despite their hardiness and showiness in spring, the foliage 
does not really complement the Australian light, which bounces off their leaves instead of filtering 
through, as it does with the Australian leaves. The combination of grasses with such wildflowers 
as small Acacia, lndigofera, Chocolate and Vanilla lilies and so on make for a wonderful display 
practically year round. The grasses do die off in summer, which is when I clip them, to encour
age new growth. I'm enthusiastic about grasses (and other plants) self seeding and find it hard 
to eliminate them. I always try to do a transplant as regimentation in the garden is not part of my 
plan. 

The Back: 
I don't believe lawns are integral to an interesting garden; to me they are an inappropriate and 
rather boring hangover from the colonial days and to that extent I have eliminated all but a small 
grassy patch at the back. (Gradual replacement with microlaena stipoides is my objective here). 

I have far too many pots. These consist of both exotics and Australian plants, the exotic bearing 
witness to my garden's history and Australian because these particular species are often hard to 
grow in the ground (especially if they are from WA) and they also make wonderful pot specimens. 

The large tank's water is used mainly for the vegetable garden and the smaller one for anything 
that looks in need of a drink. The tank stands (built by my brother Bill) are of salvaged materi-
als and most of the dry walls (also his creation) are local stone. The frog pond went through a 
couple of iterations before it became the structure it is today. The various water aspects of the 
garden are all in the interests of local fauna. 

I couldn't do without my mulcher, it's a fantastic implement that allows me to generate a lot of 
really excellent mulch both from the shrubs and the vegetable garden. The compost tumblers 
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are an effective addition to the vegie garden 
and they process scrapings from the 
chookyard very efficiently. 

The fruit trees have been planted at varying 
intervals with the exception of the Feijoa and 
the self- seeded Fig tree. There's a 
Macadamia which is doing extremely well up 
near the old compost bin. Three passionfruit 
vines are barely enough and I'm 
experimenting with a non- grafted one from 
the local nursery. 

I use no sprays or chemical fertilizers. Mostly 
this seems to work. The peach tree always 
has curly leaf, always throws new perfect 
leaves after the affected ones drop off and I 
feed it generously during its curly leaf stage. I 
have had some excellent peach crops but no 
fruit this year nor anything from the almond 
or apricot. The large Smyrna quince tree is 
loaded and this is the first year for the small 
Champion quince. You can never have too 
many lemons and I have five trees, including 
two in pots. 

Well, if I was starting again, this would be a 
very different garden, but mistakes 
notwithstanding, it gives me such a lot of 
pleasure with its 'aliveness' and its 
productiveness that I don't know how I would 
exist without it. 

4 Mowbray Court, Doncaster East 
Open on the weekend of the 
9th and 10th of April 
10 am to 4.30 am, $6 entry 
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try lrom the heart 
By Carmel Koesasi 

Only a few of us have a deep and intimate familiarity with our Alpine region. Most of us do not! 
But somewhere embedded deep in our imagination, somehow absorbed into our national psyche 
is a certain understanding of the region's sublime vistas, its spectacular meadows of wildflowers, 
the fantastical luminosity of its ancient snow gums (E. Pauciflora, varying types), the vast wind 
whipped spaces with their purity of sound and sight. What has been more difficult for us, as a 
people, to understand and assimilate is the tenuous fragility of its ecological systems, slow 
growing, intricate and ephemeral, all too easy to damage or destroy. 

The post colonial landscapes of this continent are largely the outcome of a pioneering struggle 
to wrest a living from a new land, a strangely different land, unforgiving, unyielding and easily 
misunderstood by the newcomers! Nowadays, greater numbers of Australians are coming to the 
growing realisation that some of the changes made, some of the choices pursued cannot 
easily be reconciled with ecological ideals. Many cultural traditions, far from sustaining nature 
are now in direct conflict with these ideals, and this is nowhere better demonstrated, than in the 
bitter debates Uust recently re-opened) over the rights of cattlemen in the Australian high plains 
and, more particularly, their need, once more, to graze cattle in the Victorian Alpine National Park. 

Very early in January 2011, (with unseemly haste, it would appear!), the very recently elected 
Baillieu Coalition Government re-introduced cattle grazing in the Victorian Alpine National Park. 
This was done to satisfy a pre-election promise and to reward the Mountain Cattlemen's 
Association fo( their electoral support. The pretext now being presented to the public is the old 
bogeyman of fire and the coalition's urgent need to assess, SCIENTIFICALLY, the effectiveness 
of fuel reduction in fire control. Now there's a novel idea! No matter that dozens of respected, 
dedicated scientists and fire ecologists have been studying this self same problem for over half 
a century and had concluded that 'the incidence of fire in the high country was NOT cut by cattle 
grazing.'! 

The Victorian National Parks Association is waging a spirited campaign to stymie the 
Coalition's environmental vandalism and hoping, thereby, to protect the unique sphagnum moss 
beds and fens (wetlands) of the A.N.P. and save the habitat of 14 rare and endangered alpine 
plants and 20 threatened animal species (including the alpine she-oak skink and the alpine tree 
frog). PLEASE support their campaign by adding your name at: www.petition.vnpa.org.au 
And/or write to" The Hon.Ryan Smith, MP. Miril~t~r"fdr!" irQllm~ijta~~:f~lini Ha , 
17, 8 Nicholson St, East Melbourne 3002 an ayE;1:~nis g , 
conceived "trial" being carried out in our Alpi 
A few lines from Henry Lawson's famous 

' But now that we have made the land 
A garden full of promise 
Old Greed must crook his dirty hand 
And come ter take it from us.' 

Shows us that not much has changed in a h 
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to Maroondah 
By Linda Hibbs 

As I mentioned in the editorial, just before Christmas the Common Koel 
visited Maroondah region, possibly pushed south by the floods. I have 
never heard or seen this bird this far south before as it is usually found in 
northern NSW and Queensland. I was not the only person who recorded 
its sighting at that time. The following site is where you can list birds that 
are not usual to the local neighbourhood. It helps paint a picture of where 
a bird is and how long it stays in the region. 
http://www.eremaea.com/BirdlineRecentSightings.aspx?Birdline=1 

Birdline Victoria is a site for the reporting of rare or unusual birds outside 
their normal range, unusually high or low numbers, early or late arrivals or 
departures for migrant species and interesting behaviour or unusual habitat usage. Birdline Victoria 
is sponsored by Birds Australia - Victoria and moderated by Chris Tzaros, Margaret Alcorn, Simon 
Starr and Tim Dolby. 

The Common Koel is a large cuckoo that arrives in Australia from south-east Asia to breed in 
spring. Koels arrive in September or October and depart again in March. 
Although rarely seen, Koels are well known to many Australians for their loud, repetitive calls, which 
are particularly noticeable early in the morning. 

Like most other cuckoos, Koels do not build their own nests or incubate their own eggs. Instead, 
females lay their eggs in the nests of other birds - usually one egg per nest. These 'hosts' incubate 
the eggs and feed the resulting young after they hatch. As Koels are large cuckoos, the poor foster 
parents are often left feeding a very large bird. 

Male Koels make a repeated 'ko-el' call. They also produce a 'wurroo-wurroo-wurroo' call and there 
is some evidence that the latter call becomes more common later in the breeding season. Females 
are attracted to the male's calls and they produce a 'keek-keek-keek-keek' call of their own. 
Sometimes females will sing in a duet with the male's 'wurroo-wurroo-wurroo' call, resulting in a 
'keek-wurroo-keek-wurrooo-keek-wurroo-keek-wurroo-wurroo'! After copulation, the female lays a 
single egg in the host's nest. 

Koels eat fruit as well as insects, and they are particularly common in rainforest habitats, which tend 
to have a higher proportion of fruiting plants. They also appear to be becoming more common in 
cities, such as Sydney and Brisbane, perhaps because of the abundance of ornamental plants and 

. weeds that produce berries. However, another factor that probably contributes to their increasing 
abundance is the proliferation of some of their hosts, particularly the Red Wattlebird. 

When seen, the male Common Koel is easily identified by its black glossy plumage, tinged with blue 
and green, and striking red eye. The female has glossed brown upperparts, heavily spotted with 
white, and a black crown. The underparts are generally buff-cream with numerous fine black bars. 
Young birds resemble the adult female, but have considerably more buff and a dark eye. Adults are 
rather shy and they are heard much more than seen. 

Resource: 
http://birdsinbackyards.net/species/Eudynamys-scolopacea 
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Po you receive et11aiis frot11 the tmrsery regarding Sales and other special 
events? If not at1d you would like to, please eti1ail CRISP at 
crisp@tttelbpe.org.au with your etMail address so you can be added to our etMail list. 
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by Alan Strachan 

In previous articles I have written about the International Seed Bank in Norway, and about 
the process of getting seeds stored there. In recent newspaper articles I have discovered that 
Victoria has a very special Seed Bank of its own. It is in Horsham, and is especially for grain 
crop seeds. It holds about 80 000 varieties of legumes and cereal seeds in two chilled rooms 
- one at minus 18 degrees and one at 2 degrees. The seeds are dehydrated to about 6 per 
cent of their moisture content, and the seeds will remain viable for hundreds of years. 
However, local Seed Bank storages are vulnerable to such events as fire, flood, and war, as 
has already happened in Iraq and Afghanistan through war, and in the Philippines in a 
typhoon. To minimize Australia's chances of such a loss - and the recent floods and cyclones 
have shown us how vulnerable we may be - the first of 140 boxes of seeds from Horsham 
has recently been sent to Norway. It contains 301- varieties of field peas and 42 rare chick 
peas. Eventually, 34 000 varieties of grain crops will be sent to Norway over the next few 
years. The first batch has been sealed by the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service and 
will remain sealed so that it can be quickly accessed when returned to Australia. 
As an indication of the importance of these seeds, the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics estimates the value of Australia's crop exports in 2010-2011 at $16.fr 
billion. 
The Norway Seed Bank, sometimes known as the Doomsday Vault, currently holds some 
400 000 varieties from a third of the world's most important food-crop varieties. It can store 
up to 4.5 million batches of seeds. 

Indian Myna Action Group 
by Mark Mutton 

I am a member of CRISP for many reasons, but the main one is so that I can purchase local 
indigenous plants to help improve my local environment, both in flora and fauna. We have 
a wonderful assortment of native birds in our area and by improving our garden we hope to 
keep and attract more of them. 

However this is where I have come across a major problem and its name is the Indian Myna . 
. These "rats of the sky" as they are known, are an introduced and very aggressive bird that 
seems to be everywhere. Next time you are out and about, take note of how many you see 
compared to our native birds. The Indian Myna has been proven to chase away our native 
birds, take over their breeding hollows and are just a pest we don't want. 
Whilst researching on the web on how I might be able to control this pest I came upon a 
group in Canberra which call themselves 'The Canberra Indian Myna Action group'. They 
have been catching these birds in traps and euthanizing them with carbon dioxide. At the 
moment this group has caught and disposed of over 40,000 birds. 
This group have a very good web site if anyone is interested in more information. If you are 
also interested in trying to control Myna birds in your area, on their web site you can ether 
purchase a prebuilt trap from a commercial supplier for around $200, or download a set of 
plans and build one yourself. They also have all the facts and figures on these pests. 
The Web address is www.indianmynaaction.org.au/ 
If you are interested in trying to help our local birds please join me in this fight against these 
flying rats and spread the word. 
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by Alan Strachan 
Many of us are planting native plants in our gardens, but often the problem is to find the right plant 
for any position with some certainty that it will not only survive, but prosper! To this end, I present 
my TOP FOUR plants available at CRISP that are not only useful in many areas but also are very 
hardy. 

Goodenia ovata, a shrub which grows to less than 2 metres tall, but more usually to 1 or 1.5 
metres, depending on location. It has bright green leaves, more European in colour than many 
natives, and many small yellow flowers for much of the year. It will grow in virtually any position, 
but prefers a little shelter from the sun for an hour or two each day. It doesn't seem to mind being a 
bit dry or a bit damp. As it is a spreading shrub (up to 1.5 metres or so) it is useful in weedy spots 
to help smother weeds. It can also be pruned to almost any shape or size. I am currently training 
one to climb the back fence. So, if you have an area that needs to be hidden, or an ugly fence, or a 
dryish spot, or a weedy spot, Goodenia ovata is worth considering. Along the Mullum Mullum Creek, 
our bushcare group had a large area where weedy pittosporums were taken out and we knew the 
weeds would grow very quickly once the light got in. Two years ago we planted hundreds of 
Goodenia ovata. Now, many of them are nearly 2 metres tall and beginning to cover the area. Not 
only are the weeds under control, but the area looks good too. 

Correa reflexa, sometimes known as the native fuchsia because of its tubular flowers. The 
Ringwood version has green flowers in winter/spring, but there are many other colour combinations 
of red, pink and white available from nurseries. Again, it will grow to 1.5 metres tall and spread to 
about the same. It seems to enjoy the sun, but is also quite happy in shady areas. Pruning will help 
to keep it bushy and provide more flowers. Use it in much the same way as Goodenia ovata, and 
be rewarded with a softer, greyish green bush . Despite its more fragile appearance it is a drought 
survivor! 

Lomandra longifolia, has upright long, strappy leaves to about a metre or so, and will gradually 
clump out to about half a metre. Flowers are indistinct, but it has long stems of green seeds, 
turning fawn then brown, in late summer. This is a great border plant along path edges or garden 
edges where you want to define an area. It is also useful in your rockery or mulched area as an 
accent plant. Lomandra longifolia is not fussy about position, wet or dry, sunny or shaded. And when 
it gets too big for its position you can break it up into smaller plants for replanting, as long as it has 
some roots on each piece. It has a cousin, Lomandra filiformis, which has finer leaves but doesn't 
clump out as much. If you want something a bit bigger, and perhaps more attractive, have a look at 
Diane/la tasmanica, which has larger, longer leaves, and attractive flowers and berries. 

Bulbine bulbosa. Perhaps like me, you have had trouble getting our pretty wildflowers to grow. 
However, I can guarantee that once you get Bulbine bulbosa established, you will always have 
them. A bulb which dies down in late summer and reappears in late winter/early spring, it has bright 
green leaves and a long stem of yellow flowers which slowly climb the stalk, followed by small round 
seeds. Again, it doesn't seem to mind its position, and I have them happily growing in full sun with 
1.5 metre stems of flowers which often last until late summer. The only minor problem is that it will 
self-seed and spread in the garden, but it is easy to dig out and remove or replant somewhere else, 
or give away to others. 

I'd like to also mention one other, more specialized plant. If you have a large tree or two in your 
garden, it is difficult to get things to grow in its shade. We have a small tree which is specially 
adapted for just this position. Acacia stricta will grow to at least 2 metres and have the wonderful 
acacia flowers in spring, despite being in the shade and dryness of a large tree. 
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CRISP Plant Sale 
April 2nd - if anyone is able to help distribute flyers in their local area please contact the nursery. 

CRISP Seed Cleaning Workshops 
Scheduled for May 4th, July 6th and September 7th these will be in the tearoom at CRISP 
(limited numbers) 7.00pm - 9pm. Supper included. 

CRISP Working Bee 
Advance notice July 2nd and Oct 1 st - 1 Oam - 1 pm includes morning tea and BBQ lunch 

Maroondah Bushland Bulletin - check out this valuable resource which includes upcoming 
events:email bushland@maroondah.gov. vie.au 

Earth Hour - March 26th 2011 
http://earthhour.org .au 
On March 26, hundreds of millions of global citizens, from one hundred different countries, will unite in 
the action of lights out. Will you be one of them? 
Earth Hour is a call to action to every individual, every business and every community. It starts with a flick 
of the switch at 8:30pm Saturday March 26, in a collective display of commitment to protect the one thing 
that unites us all - the planet. 

Whitehorse Sustainable Living Week. 26th to the 1st April 
Provides inspiration and information to Whitehorse 
residents on how to live a more sustainable 
lifestyle at home, at work and in the community. 
http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Sustainable-Living-Week.html 

Living Week 

Transition Town Maroondah Monthly Gathering !n Ytltlf comrmmity. 

March 27, 2011 from 6pm to 9pm - East Ringwood Community Hau .__ __________ ___, 

All are welcome to join us at our monthly gathering and meet other Maroondah residents wanting to create 
are resilient and sustainable Maroondah. Watch this space for an update on what's on. http://ttm.org.au/ 

VISIONING 2032: SHORT FILMS ON A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 

The Victorian Eco Innovation Lab (VEIL) has launched a series of thirteen one-minute films at 

Federation Square, which will run within the regular content on the Big Screen over the next few months. 
The films are responses to some of the questions VEIL has been asking since the project started in 2007: What 
co~ld a sustainable neighbourhood in Melbourne look like? How could we transform a number of our existing 
urban communities through design 'interventions'? 

If we are to develop low-carbon resilient suburbs in Melbourne, we need to have some vision of what a 
desirable future living scenario is, and the changes we can make today to set us on a path there. 

The films are a glimpse of that potential future. The animated films are a culmination of four years' worth of 
work by students and staff from Swinburne University, RMIT University, Monash University and the 
University of Melbourne, as well as from Melbourne design professionals. Each presents a different area of 
sustainable design innovation. These include new infrastructure schemes for water, food, energy and public 
transport, along with innovative design strategies for suburban development and new local employment 
opportunities. 

The films can be seen on the VEIL website, or they can be downloaded from Vimeo (once you log in). 
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CRISP needs your support now more than ever! Your neighbourhood needs 
more natives to remain green at a time when water is scarce 

Due on July 1 st each year 
(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.) 

What does your membership mean for you? 
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants 
are available to you at reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.00 instead of $1.50 and 
150mm pots cost $3.00 instead of $4.00.) 
You are also helping to keep Maroondah's local flora and fauna alive. 
Support CRISP and help your local environment. Pay now (see below) or drop into the 
(i,ours~ry ... THANK..YO .. U O • e • • 9 9 ♦ e 9 9 9 9 e 9 8 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 8 0 9 9 9 9 9 9 4' Cl 9 9 9 0 9 9 9 9 II) 9 (!I 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 • 8 Ill Ill 9 ♦ 9 9 'Iii e 9 9 ♦ 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: (Please circle) 

Name: 

Address: 

Contact: Tel: 

Single: 

FAMILY: 

GROUP: 

$10 per annum 

$15 per annum 

$20 per annum 

Email: ________________ _ 

Please forward payment to: The Treasurer 

CRISP Nursery Inc. 

PO Box 706 

Heathmont, VIC 3135 
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If undeliverable please return to: 
CRISP Nursery 
Box 706 
Heathmont 
VIC 3135 

CRISP Nursery Newsletter 




