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Don’t miss your invitation inside...

Celebrating 20 years
17 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~crisp/index.html
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SALES AREA

Open:
Wednesday 9.30am - 12.30pm
Friday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Saturday
10.00-1pm (March- Nov)

VOLUNTEERS
Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from within the
community who give their time to help provide a large range of indigenous plants for the Maroondah
Region. If you care about your local environment and would like to help out at the nursery - join the
friendly team. No experience needed. Learn the difference between various native plants, learn to
propagate and pot up the many seedlings.
Where are we?
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood (just next to Jubilee Park).
If you can’t find a volunteer amongst the plants, walk down further and find them in a small building
on your left, just before Reverse Art.
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others.

DISCLAIMER:

Crisp Nursery Inc does not hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions expressed in CRISP news. They may
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the organisation, but are merely printed to share information with those who are
interested in the conservation of our local flora and related environmental concerns.

CRISP WEBSITE
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~crisp/index.html

PRINTED ON RE-CYCLED PAPER by Maroondah Printers
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A Note from the Editor
CRISP is celebrating 20 years! Credit for its long life can be given to the strength of the volunteers, the
insight of the management committee, on-going support of the council and some wonderful dedication
from individuals. It also reflects the community’s continued interest in local indigenous plants.
Each newsletter this year will reflect on that history and include your memories of how CRISP began
and where it is today. If you have any memories or would like to just share what CRISP means to you,
we would love to hear from you. Feel free to contact me (see below) or contribute during any of our
celebratory events. Carol Clarke and Dale Morgan have shared with us their memories of the early
days when the nursery first started. We also have some photos to share and some gaps to fill in.
Thank you to those members collecting the history, including Merrilyn Smith, Carmel Koesasi and
Annette Culley, Stephanie and Annette. Thank you to Pam Yarra who has included some information
about her garden and Sally Sonsie, teacher at Ringwood Secondary College whose students visited
Wombolano park last year. I am sorry I have no photos of the Christmas BBQ to share with you this
time. If anyone else has photos, I would love to include them in the next newsletter.
And a big thank you to Olwyn Smiley for again checking the newsletter at such short notice.
As I am writing this, the rain is bucketing down. Now this is unusual! At one stage I had a plague of
what appeared to be aphids but were in fact vine hoppers that sucked the moisture out of every plant
they could find, including a cinnamon wattle and correa. There is some recovery after I made my
own organic solution of white oil and sprayed as often as I could. But they usually just jumped off and
waited until I had finished and jumped back on again. Has anyone else had this problem?
Looking forward to seeing many of you at the Commemorative Tree Planting and booklet launch on
Sunday the 24th of March (see newsletter for details). Come along and bring anyone you know who
has had any association with CRISP over the years. And don’t forget the Sales day coming up on April
the 6th. We need more people to help out on the day as well as promoting this in the community. If
you can help - please contact the nursery. Enjoy the rain...
Linda Hibbs
lhibbs@ihug.com.au

Some Editorial History
The CRISP nursery newsletter has been produced
regularly three times a year since 2007.
The first ever newsletter was produced in July 1994
by Brad Curtis. The next newsletter didn’t come
out until November 1996, put together by Dale
Morgan. By 2000 it was called Plant it Here and
was edited by Dorothy Toniolo and then Anne
Perry. There is no recognition of who was editor
again until 2004 when Alan Strachan attended his
first Committee meeting and came away editor of
the newsletter. He remained editor until I read in
the Autumn 2006 newsletter , ‘Would you like to
produce the next newsletter?’
I have been carrying out this role ever since.
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Don’t forget your invitation to
commemorate 20 years
of CRISP Nursery - see page 11

LHibbs
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Committee Corner
A new booklet, Indigenous Gardens, Creating habitat
for people and wildlife in Maroondah is hot off the
press and will be launched on the same day. It
has been achieved by the collaborative work of
Maroondah Council and CRISP staff members and
provides valuable information about gardens, plants
as well as weed control. Thank you to all for this
great publication.

The New Year has begun. I hope it has started well
and that you enjoyed some rest and relaxation over
the festive season.
Many of us enjoyed the annual barbecue in
December at Wombolano Park with delicious
food yet again. It was an opportunity to meet ‘old’
members and to also greet new members.

Thank you to the CRISP staff, volunteers and
members for your support and we look forward to
the ongoing support again in 2013.

Sadly we have had very little summer rain and
most gardeners believe the drought is still with us.
Despite best efforts, many gardens have had some
casualties. This means, however, that it is a great
time to visit CRISP and purchase some new plants.
The staff team have been diligently watering the
nursery plants over the hot dry summer months.

Pam Yarra
President

Plans are well under way for the CRISP
20th anniversary celebrations, starting with
commemorative Tree Planting and afternoon tea at
BJ Hubbard Reserve on Sunday 24th March. The
Mayor of Maroondah, Councillor Nora Lamont has
kindly agreed to attend and plant a tree to celebrate
this special occasion.

Have you seen our new poster?
We’d like to thank Allison Hickey for printing the
promotional poster which is now prominently
displayed on the Hockingstuart Real Estate
billboard (near the Eastland post office).
Our other recent promotional activities include a
stall at the Ringwood East market (first Saturday of
the month) and a booth at the Maroondah Festival.
CRISP is always looking for new ways to promote
the nursery and the great work of our volunteers so
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Report from the Nursery
cleaning evenings on the first Wednesday of every
second month. Volunteers are also invited to help
out with Saturday Sales which run from 10am –
1pm from March to November.

The weather has certainly been challenging so
far this year. With the rainfall well below average,
the ground has become very dry and many of our
gardens are suffering. Here at the nursery we have
been very thankful for the upgrade to our watering
system that has enabled our plants to thrive.

On Friday the 8th of February we celebrated Lola
Mensch’s 90th Birthday (see page 10). Lola has
been an active volunteer since the very early days
of the nursery and we are grateful that she still
regularly attends the nursery on Friday mornings,
sharing her plant propagation wisdom and skills.

Our greatest challenge this summer has been
working without the glasshouse. It has been
emptied and is undergoing structural assessments
and maintenance. We hope to have full use of it
again soon.

We are so pleased to have our booklet Indigenous
Gardens – Creating habitat for people and wildlife
in Maroondah completed and available to the
community. We are accepting gold coin donations
for the booklet to cover the costs of printing. It
will be available at the Nursery and other events
including the market stall at East Ringwood on the
first Saturday of the month.

We are looking forward to a busy and productive
year. We have quite a few orders over the coming
months from council for various parks and reserves.
If you belong to a school, kindergarten, sporting
club or another group that has grounds that could
be planted, now is the time to start preparing and
ordering plants. National Tree Day is held in July
(see newsletter) and is a great opportunity to get
your community involved in planting projects.

We look forward to seeing you at one of our regular
opening times, one of our special events or our
Plant Sale on April 6th.

Our volunteers have worked hard over the summer
months and the nursery is full of well tended
plants. In addition to our regular Wednesday
and Friday working bees we are conducting seed

CRISP Management Team
Annette, Jan & Stephanie

The glasshouse has been cleared of
all plants while it undergoes some
maintenance.

LHibbs Feb 2013
5

CRISP Newsletter Autumn 2013

Students investigate Wombolano Park
Our year 11 Biology students were at Wombolano
Reserve at the end of 2012 to complete the
assessment task for Unit 2 which requires students to
investigate and describe natural communities. They
were able to compare the plant species found in the
wetland area with those on the drier areas higher
up. Students collected data on species present,
density and layers of vegetation. They also made
observations of evidence of animals found in the
reserve. The impact of humans on the communities
in the reserve and management practices to enhance
conservation were also looked at.
Sally Sonsie
Biology teacher

Friday 26th and
Sunday 28th July
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Coprosma quadrifida

Birds in the garden

by Pam Yarra

by Pam Yarra
The hot dry summer continues to be a challenging time
for humans and wildlife. In my garden many bird baths
are filled daily with water and the larger birds are very
visible (sadly the small birds disappeared long ago).
What an amazing sight to see rainbow lorikeets having a
real bath, with the musk lorikeets hanging on the nearby
casuarina branches waiting for their turn..

This hardy large, upright, much branched shrub is
indigenous to Maroondah. It has very small insignificant
white flowers, followed by small red edible fruits in
summer. It will grow in all soils, in part shade or total
shade and is frost tolerant. It grows to a height of
approximately 2-3 metres and 1-1.5 wide. It is suitable as
a hedge or low screen plant and like most native plants
responds to some tip pruning from a young age.

After dining on the fruits of the Coprosma quadrifidaprickly currant bush, (more details below)), the king
parrots drink from the edge of a large shallow bird bath,
but are never seen to take a bath. The same bird bath
is soon completely filled with a bathing kookaburra
and there is room for only one as he/she splashes and
spreads its flapping wings.

As well as having edible fruits for birds (and humans)
the branches have small spikes which make it an
excellent habitat plant. Fruit is also used as food and
medicine by aboriginal people.
During this summer in my shady garden, it has neither
been attacked by sap sucking bugs, nor wilted in the heat
without water. That makes it a real asset for many home
gardens and is available at CRISP nursery.

The tamer magpie family of four drinks regularly
at a bird bath on a tree stump near the house. It is
important in suburbia, with the likelihood of roaming
neighbourhood cats, to have bird baths elevated on a
tree stump or a pedestal, high enough to be out of cat
jumping height.
Also bird baths should be regularly cleaned and filled
with clean water, as no self respecting bird would want
to drink water after visitations by the local possums!
As Graham Pizzey says, ‘water, presented clean and in
the right situation and depth, is without doubt the one
essential element in any bird garden’.
Many other large birds are present the garden, mainly
in the tree tops: butcher birds, currawongs, ravens,
tawny frog mouths and those passing through, including
yellow tailed black cockatoos and gang gangs.

Requires well-drained soils

http://www.kes.org.au/stocklist/stocklist.html

Warranwood Reserve Working Bees

Some of you have kindly helped Warranwood Reserve at Working Bees in the past, so I thought I would give
you our planned dates for 2013, and if you are able to help us again, we would be most grateful.
Our dates are Sunday, March 17th: 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday, Jun 16th: 10.00am - 1.00pm
Sunday, Aug 25th: 10.00am - 1.00pm
Friday, Nov 15th: BBQ & Working Bee 6.00pm - dark
& possibly something on a weekday in the July School holidays.
The March one is to be the area at the end of the playground where the kinder children planted, and if time,
then start on the area beside the creek behind the kinder. The June or August one will probably be a planting
near the creek somewhere close to Kelly Crt.
Hoping to see you sometime in 2013.
Regards , Margaret Baber
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Cards for sale
Right
Catalogue Number 53
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria
Acianthus caudatus
Watercolour
Ruth Jackson
460mm by 340mm

LHibbs Feb 2013

Cards for sale by
local artist Ruth
Jackson whose
flower artwork
appears in the new
CRISP logo.
Buy at the nursery
for $4 each

Ruth became interested in botanical art through
her love of our natural environment and has always
been attracted to the natural beauty of Australia’s
native wildflowers. Keen to conserve what is left of
the last remaining, and rapidly dwindling bushland
in the Maroondah region, she has recognised the
pressing need for a reliable identification resource for
the assistance of concerned conservationists from
both within and beyond the region. To this end she
is currently committed to a long term illustration
project with the aim of publishing, in book form,
a comprehensive guide to the region’s indigenous
flora. To complicate matters Ruth is vision impaired,
requiring a range of specialised vision aids and
working with a very short depth of focus and narrow
visual field. She is essentially self-taught both as artist
and as amateur botanist. Her illustrations have been

represented in regional art exhibitions in Melbourne’s
outer east including the R & M McGivern Art Prize
exhibition, conducted as part of the Maroondah
Winter Arts Fest in 2003, at which she received the
Commendable Watercolour award, and at the Botanical
Art at Karwarra exhibition at Kalorama in 2005. Her
work was also exhibited in 2003 at the Bryophyte
Illustration Exhibition, Zen Salad!, held under the
auspices of the National Herbarium of Victoria. Ruth
entered two paintings in The Art of Botanical Illustration
2004 Exhibition, one of which was purchased tor the
State Botanical Collection at the National Herbarium. In
2006 The Mayor of Maroondah purchased for the City
of Maroondah two paintings for their collection. Then
in 2008 another painting was purchased for the State
Botanical Collection.
http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/static/botart2010/jackson_r.html

Have you fallen from the tree like this gum leaf?
Renew your membership now so that you can continue
to support a wonderful organisation that is helping
preserve our local environment.
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New booklet

Pick up your copy from the nursery or when you attend the 20th birthday
celebration on the 24th of March.
Gold coin donation for booklet appreciated
9
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Lola’s 90th birthday
The nursery celebrated Lola Mensch’s 9oth birthday on
Friday the 8th of February. Nola has been a dedicated
volunteer from the early days of the nursery.

Lola blows out the candles
Left to right: Olwyn Jones, Tony
Twining, Peter Wooton,Rick Kay
and John Redapple

Left to right: Margaret Williams, Pam Catling, Lola Mensch, Jean Galliot, Olwen Jones and Peter Wooton
10
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INVITATION

CRISP Celebration
(Note changes from information in last newsletter)

Commemorative Tree
Planting and afternoon tea
and launch of booklet ‘Indigenous Gardens, Creating
habitat for people and wildlife in Maroondah’

To help CRISP celebrate 20 years of growing and promoting
our local native plants,
You are invited to a commemorative tree planting of
Red Stringybark (Eucalyptus macrorhyncha)
by
Mayor Cr Nora Lamont at 1.45pm
followed by booklet launch
and then afternoon tea (in the Scout Hall)
Weather permitting, join in further planting, so bring your
garden gloves
		
		

When:
Where:
		
		
		

		

		

Time:

Sunday 24 March 2013
BJ Hubbard Reserve
Evelyn Rd
North Ringwood
(access via Evelyn Rd)

Melways: 49 G4
1.30 - 3.00pm

RSVP: If you can, please let us know if you are coming
by Friday 15 March.
Tell one of the staff or simply leave a message by calling 9879 3911
or emailing crisp@melbpc.org.au
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CRISP 20 years
A potted history ...
Early in 1992, a local community group, Friends of
Mullum Mullum Valley, decided to approach the then
City of Ringwood Council to lobby for a nursery that
would enable propagation of local indigenous plants
and thus help preserve the natural vegetation. It was
recommended that they apply for a grant from the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways Program (Open
Space 2000). This was successful and was granted at
the end of 1992. The condition of the grant was that
there had to be an area available in which to grow these
plants, so Ringwood council allowed the land adjacent
to the Council Nursery, 17 Greenwood Avenue to be
used.

Ken McInnes working with other volunteers to help errect fence

The Ringwood Mail
NEWSPAPER RELEASE...c1993 /1994

ENJOY THIS CCRISPP MORNING

‘The decline of indigenous vegetation and its biodiversity
in Ringwood will be arrested if CCRISPP succeeds’,
says Ken McInnes, convenor of the Friends of Mullum
Mullum Valley Inc. ‘CCRISPP will propagate indigenous
plants for the parks and bushlands of Ringwood.’

The grant money was used to cover the cost of the
igloo, fencing, irrigation, gates, foundation of the tin
shed (donated by council) and a tarpaulin to provide
shelter.

CCRISPP - Community and City of Ringwood
Indigenous Seeds and Plant Project - is a joint cooperative project being developed with a grant from the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways Program (Open Space
2000) by the community and the City of Ringwood.

The name given to the nursery was C.C.R.I.S.P.P
(Community and City of Ringwood Indigenous Seed
and Plant Project). Luckily this rather more difficult
name evolved into the present day CRISP Nursery
(Community of Ringwood Indigenous Species Plant
Nursery).

The aims of the project include propagating indigenous
plants from locally collected seed and plant material,
providing plants for planting into Ringwood reserves,
school grounds and for other Council and community
purposes; and thus fostering a greater knowledge, care
and understanding of the indigenous plants of Ringwood
in the process.

Although not officially opened until 1994, CRISP
was already operating in 1993, propagating seeds and
cuttings to supply plants for Ringwood Council, for
reserves, community and school groups.
In 1995, the Council gave the Nursery the brick potting
shed, the glasshouse and additional land.

To this end the CCRISPP nursery is being established in
Greenwood Avenue, next to Jubilee Park, adjacent to the
Council Nursery.
Brad Curtis, City of Ringwood Parks Department, is
enthusiastic about the project. ‘Plants indigenous to
Ringwood have adapted to the soils and conditions here,
and so they grow much better than plants sourced from
elsewhere. We have been successfully propagating local
plants in the Council Nursery for some years and now
with CCRISPP, the community and council will be able
to do so much more together.’
Ken McInnes agreed and added, ‘Local plants help to
12
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maintain the whole biodiversity. Local grasses and
sedges are food plants for local butterflies and other
insects. Local shrubs and bushes provide habitat for the
smaller birds, and local trees provide homes and food
for brush-tailed possums, ring-tailed possums, koalas,
sugar-gliders and other mammals. The more indigenous
plants we re-establish, the greater our chances of
maintaining this diversity.’
‘It is a shame that as older indigenous plants have
died or been cut down, they have often been replaced
with exotic plants or native plants from elsewhere in
Australia,’ said Councillor Sylvia Phillips. ‘Only recently
the community and Council have recognised this loss.
Some plants, such as ivy and pittosporum are becoming
‘environmental weeds’, going bush and choking our
parks and gardens. Co-operative programs such as the
bushcare program for the Kubis Drive bushland, and
projects such as CCRISPP can all help to retain and
restore our bushland parks and reserves.’

Historical

A few fleeting memories
by Carol Clarke

Around 20 years ago, CRISP production began in a
small area near the present polyhouse. Council had
allocated this patch to us for starters as their nursery
and outdoor staff were moving out of the property to
another site. Thus CRISP was able to be born in a small
way.
All I remember is a strong wooden table for potting up,
and a small shed near the fence adjacent to Jubilee Park
for storing a few necessities. I only recall Eva Buchanan
and Lloyd Smiley being there. I learnt a lot from Eva
about the identification of many local plants and about
the value of native plants; some plants I learnt were very
precious in Maroondah due to their low numbers. Eva
often said things like ‘We must grow some Hibbertia
obtusifolia’ or ‘Derwentia derwentiana’ as well as the
more common plants.
Lloyd impressed me because he rode his bicycle to
CRISP, and furthermore, he brought his son along in
a seat on the back of the bicycle. I highly approved of
both actions and enjoyed having a young child present
as I easily turn on the child within me in the presence of
children!

Eva Buchanan, a well known native plant enthusiast,
member of the Society for Growing Australian Plants
and long time Ringwood resident was also enthusiastic
about the project. ‘Let’s not forget that it’s also lots of
fun for all ages’, she said. ‘You can learn a great deal
about our local plants; learn new nursery skills like
propagating cuttings, pricking out and seed collection;

We pottered along with our potting up, and soon Ken
McInnes appeared and began erecting the present high
fence. This ugly mesh and metal post construction did
not impress me at the time. Now of
course I recognise it is a necessity
and appreciate its ugliness being
softened by various plants. Ken
McInnes and Sylvia Phillips were, I
believe, the driving force behind the
establishment of CRISP. Ken and
Sylvia, who was a Councillor, ironed
out the ‘red tape’ with Council. I
soon saw that they were very good
at getting the needs answered!
Eva meanwhile began the early
organisation of the work with the
plants. I believe Carmel Koesasi
came into the story in the early days
but am somewhat vague about this
memory.
cont...

The strong wooden planting table c1994.
Lola Mensch (front right), Eva Buchanan (front left), Ken
McInnes, Annette Culley, Sylvia Phillips and son (if you know
the person right down the end in the middle...can you let us
know for our records)
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At about the same time as these beginnings, the ‘saving’
of Loughie’s bushland began. This engrossed me so
much that my first period of helping CRISP ceased.
However, the grants I gained for Loughie’s meant that I
maintained regular contacts with CRISP when ordering
and collecting plants and delivering seeds in season.
Thus CRISP was able to grow plants which genuinely
belonged to Loughie’s. This was a new concept to me
who had known very few Australian plants before this
time.
In those early days I met Brad Curtis who was also
involved in CRISP’s beginnings. The story goes that he
had been promoted from a nursery worker who pricked
out petunias, to the first Council bushland worker! He
and Eva were invaluable in advising about the plants

suitable for CRISP to grow for certain parts of Loughie’s
Bushland.
Thus the nursery grew from very limited beginnings
with a handful of people involved. It seems amazing now
that it has expanded into most of the original Council
depot area and grows hundreds and hundreds of plants
for organisations, Council areas and the public. CRISP
Nursery shows that the efforts of a few determined and
persistent people can achieve great things! It also shows
that many volunteers can be brought together from
varied walks of life, and that these volunteers can achieve
valuable productivity with some guidance from a few
employed staff.
May CRISP continue with its excellent work for many
years to come!
Ringwood Mail 4th May 1994
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Propagating Indigenous Plants
for the
Parks and Bushlands of
Ringwood
Project Aims:
1.
To preserve and maintain the indigenous vegetation and its biodiversity within the City of Ringwood.
2.

To propagate indigenous plants from locally collected seed and plant material using Council and 			
Community resources on an on-going basis.

3.

To provide indigenous plants for planting into Ringwood reserves, school grounds, and for other Council 		
and Community Purposes.

4.

To set up an indigenous seed bank for Ringwood.

5.

To foster a greater knowledge, care and understanding of the indigenous plants of Ringwood.

Project Objectives:
1.
To develop an integrated indigenous planting project for Ringwood including seed collection, plant
propagation, planting, maintenance, community education and involvement.
2.
To establish, operate and maintain a nursery for propagating indigenous plants, preferably in close liaison
with, and utilising space and facilities on property owned by Ringwood Council.
3.
To closely involve the local community and Council officers in the project.
4.
To educate the residents of Ringwood on the benefits of planting indigenous vegetation as a means of
retaining the declining tree canopy and maintaining habitat for native birds, animals and insects in Ringwood.
5.
To liaise with appropriate Council officers, and local community and conservation groups in the organisation
of plant propagation and planting activities, the sharing of experiences and the pooling of knowledge.
6.
To collect and propagate seed from remnant indigenous vegetation to plant within the City of Ringwood,
in bushland and other council reserves, school grounds, residential areas, retail, commercial and industrial
areas and streetscapes.
7.
To set up and maintain a database of indigenous plants propagated and planted via the project.
8.
To develop a pool of expertise and interest within the community and Council.
9.
To engage on a consultancy basis a part-time co-ordinator to manage the project.
How can I help?
As at March 1993, a grant from Open Space 2000 will enable a propagating igloo and sprinkler system to be purchased
and erected at Jubilee Park. A co-ordinator will be appointed to monitor seed collection and propagation. It is a
community project, and volunteers will be able to learn to propagate indigenous native plants from seed and cuttings.
The plants will then be made available for planting back into the bushland parks of Ringwood, and other community
open spaces such as school grounds, nature strips, creek valleys and so on.
It is planned the CCRISPP nursery will operate with regular working days, at least one day per week, and all members
of the community will be invited to participate, including school groups.
For further information contact:
Ken McInnes (870 2541) or Eva Buchanan (870 5201)
15
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Early Memories of CRISP
by Dale Morgan

But many didn’t seem to go anywhere, just sat around
in their pots and grew too big. I know we somehow got
together with Brad Curtis from Council and he offered
money for some of our plants.
In 1995, the Ringwood and Croydon Councils
amalgamated and their plant depot was abandoned.
When it was offered to us (with its glasshouse, potting
shed and open stand area), we jumped at it. And the race
was on to fence as much hard stand area before it was
given to other community groups. I could see big things
in the future for CRISP and lack of room to expand
would stop that, so we had to be quick! And it escalated
from there. I remember with that first money from sales
we went and bought a kettle and some cups. Being able
to have morning tea was so nice and such an incentive to
the volunteers.

I first joined CRISP in 1994. I seem to remember an
opening ceremony that was going on one day when I
was at the depot collecting my free native plants that
we used to get when we moved into the area. That
was in 1993 I think. I didn’t stop to listen. I wasn’t
interested at the time and just went home.
It was Carol Clarke who I spoke to first about CRISP.
I don’t know how she found me except she may have
been at the Council offices doing business and I was
in my garden which was across the road. We talked
about growing vegies and then native plants. Well, she
is not one to let a potential volunteer slip through the
net and before long, Eva Buchanan was at my door
and convinced me to come down and volunteer at
CRISP. The lure was two free plants each time. I was
setting up my garden in our first house and we didn’t
have much money, so free plants were an excellent
incentive.
I volunteered on Friday mornings from 9.30-11.30 for
some time. We potted seedlings in the little polyhouse.
Editor’s note: Dale Morgan became
nursery manager from.1995 - 2002
From left. Annette Culley, Eva Buchanan and Charlie Mensch
with (at rear) Lola Mensch and Dale Morgan

Dale Morgan (left) with Jack and Eva Buchanan
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Do you know of anyone who is no
longer a member of CRISP who
might have a story to include
in the newsletter about their
involvement?
Contact Linda lhibbs@ihug.com.au
or the nursery on Wednesdays or
Fridays 9879 3911
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Historical

Can you help?
Do you have any of the following that you
could lend to CRISP so that we can make
copies for our archives as well as include in
forthcoming newsletters?
• CRISP newsletters (1998-2003)
• Newspaper clippings that refer to CRISP
or bushland groups or people you know
were involved in CRISP
• Photos of past or recent CRISP volunteers
or events
• Photos of local indigenous plants/parks
• Minutes of past meetings
• Anything else you can think of that relates
to the history of CRISP
It is hoped that all this documentation can
then be produced in a booklet later in the year
These will also go into our digital archives.
Please contact lhibbs@ihug.com.au or ring
the nursery on Wednesdays or Fridays
Ph. 9879 3911

CRISP nursery
17 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

17 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
Fax (03) 9879 1161
email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~crisp/index.html
Above: The changing plant logos over the years

SALES

Photos by Stephanie Dean

Plants and labels set up ready for Sales Day on March 2nd
NEXT SALE DAY AT THE NURSERY...APRIL 6th
17
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At the nursery on a Friday

Top left: Jean Galliot, Pam Catling,
Olwen Jones
Middle: Lloyd Smiley, Melissa
Anderson, Bill Herman
( the volunteers at morning tea and Jan
Temperley helping in the sales area)

LHibbs Feb 2013

Don’t forget to return your plant tubes and pots

Bring back on Wednesday or Friday or leave outside the CRISP potting shed/office.
18
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LHibbs Feb 2013

The ‘old’ and the new. Lloyd Smiley who was mentioned in article by Carol
Clarke as arriving at the nursery on his bike with his young son on the back.
Nineteen years on he’s back helping out on a regular basis. This was Melissa’s
first day and she was already getting the hang of working with the seedlings.
She is studying Environmental Science at Deakin University and felt she
needed some ‘hands on’ experience to complement the course. Below: Scenes
from the nursery.
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15th Mullum Mullum Festival
20th/21st and 27/28th April 2013

What’s on...
http://mullummullumfestival.org.au

Starting off with an evening of Astronomy with the
Astronomical Society (Vic) on Saturday the 20th April,
the Festival will be officially opened on Sunday the
21st April by well-known local naturalist, educator
and environmental advocate Cecily Falkingham at the
Yarran Dheran Reserve, Mitcham.

4pm Walk and talk – Ecological fire management within
Mullum Mullum Park by Mike Cusack.
Lots more activities, art and craft, music and food for the
whole family.
The Festival will continue on Saturday the 27th and
Sunday the 28th April with a bike ride, walks (including
with CRISP member, Ken McInnes) and talks and
presentations at various locations throughout the
Mullum Mullum Valley, as well as environmental walks
& talks and presentations at Currawong Bush Park,
Warrandyte
To find out more about the festival go to:
http://mullummullumfestival.org.au

The opening day festivities on the 21st will include a
variety of events and performances from the Aboriginal
community as well as walks and talks and workshops
for both adults and children and damper platters
provided by Australia’s leading gumleaf player and
damper maker extraordinaire, Uncle Herb Patten.
Some specific events (See website for further details)
At 11am there will be a Mirabmeek Aboriginal Tour by
Dean Stewart, a proud and passionate Wemba WembaWergaia Aboriginal man of Victoria, with almost
20 years’ experience developing, coordinating and
conducting Cultural tourism, education, conservation
and interpretation programs. Need to book in advance
as numbers are limited 9719 7661 or 0409 519 829.

We would very much appreciate for MMF supporters
to assist with the distribution of the hard copies of
brochures to various locations. If you would like to help
us distribute the brochures in the week starting the 9th of
March we would love to hear from you!

Update on 22 Vista Avenue,originally Land for Wildlife owned by CRISP members, Trevor and Beryl Blake

20

CRISP Newsletter Autumn 2013

What’s on...
Saturday 9 March 2013
Currawong – Mullum Mullum Circuit Walk

CRISP Seed Cleaning Evenings
First Wednesday, every second month.
Next one...April 3rd
7-9pm tea room
at the nursery
Come along and help out
Everyone welcome/Supper provided

9.30 am – 1.15 pm
Currawong Bush Park Reynolds Rd Doncaster East

This is a seven kilometre moderate walk with some short steep
sections. Afterwards you are welcome to stay and enjoy a sausage
sizzle, a cuppa or cool drink with your fellow walkers in the
picnic area at the Currawong Bush Park. Shoes with good tread
recommended. Also bring a hat, sunscreen and water. This activity
will be cancelled in the event of a Code Red Fire Danger Day.
Contact Name		
Phone Number		

next CRISP Sale
APRIL 6th

Bruce
9842 3528

Until the 24 March 2013
Xtinction Art Exhibition

We need your help.
Can you help out at the sales?
We need more people...or
Can you help distribute
notices advertising the sales?
If so - please let the nursery know.

Venue: Three local galleries, HEALESVILLE
Contact Details:
www.threestories.com.au
Xtinction is a contemporary art prize inviting artists to explore the
concept of extinction... to people, places, things, flora and fauna.
Xtinction aims to broadly highlight the many Australian species that
are presently endangered. Artworks include painting, sculpture,
photography, wearable art and mixed medium works, and include
the use of sustainably sourced materials and objects.

Friday 26th and
Sunday 28th July

Artworks are on display and for sale at three Healesville Galleries:
The Artist’s Lounge - 222 Maroondah Hwy, Healesville
Yarra Valley Gallery - 5 Church St, Healesville
Three Stories Artspace - 505 Maroondah Hwy, Healesville
Time: Daily 10am-4pm
National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day provide all Australians with
an opportunity to do something positive for the environment and
reconnect with nature, thanks to support from our longstanding major
sponsor Toyota Australia. Hundreds of thousands of Australians
planted over 1 million native trees, shrubs and grasses at more than
3300 Tree Day events in 2012. We work with councils, schools and
community groups to make it all happen.

Thursday 27 June 2013
Currawong and the Mullum Mullum Creek
Wilderness
9.30am
Currawong bushpark

Currawong’s tagline is “the best little wilderness in town”. We will
traverse Currawong from south to north to find out why, and then
return along the riparian corridor on the west side of the creek.
Distance: 6.5km
Time: 3hrs
Difficulty: Moderate
Contact Name
Cathy Willis
Phone Number
9840 9124
Cost:		
Free - booking essential

National Tree Day aims to inspire, educate and recruit Australians
to actively care for our unique land and create future generations of
committed environmental custodians.
In 2013, National Tree Day will be on Sunday 28th July and Schools
Tree Day will be on Friday 26th July, although events can be held on
any date during the year.
http://treeday.planetark.org/about/
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Local Environment/friends Groups
Group Name

Contact

Heathmont Bushcare
Roger:

9876 6762

Working bees held 1st Saturday of the month
9.30-12.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main
Entrance.
		

Carol:		

9870 8126

First Friends of Dandenong Creek

Barry: 		

9801 1628

Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Loughies Bushland

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group
						
FJC Rogers Reserve

Alan:		
			
Gwen:		

98761319
0417541483
9879 1427

Friends of Wombolano
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month

Mark/Merrilyn 9847 0618.

Friends of Ringwood Lake
Working bees held first Monday of the month
Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am			

Des:

9879 4176

Friends of Andersons Creek

Richard:

9876 5382

Friends of BJ Hubbard Reserve

Kaye:

9879 8445

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club

Peter:

9801 6946

Croydon Conservation Society

Keith:

9723 1806

Warranwood Reserve			

Margaret:

9876 3094

Warrien Reserve				
www.warrien.org

Keith

9723 4410

Yanggai Barring, Warranwood		

Pat Black

9723 0036

Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com

Don’t forget...Commemorative Tree Planting and booklet launch
Sunday the 24th of March (see invitation on page 11)
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Take out or renew your membership now!
Due on July 1st each year

(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at
reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.25 instead of $1.75 and 150mm pots cost $3.50 instead of $5.00.)
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive.
Support CRISP and help your local environment.
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery. THANK YOU

Direct deposit to renew membership
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?
Don’t have a cheque book? We are making it easier for you to
renew by direct deposit.
BSB 033 044

Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can
update your membership

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
		
MEMBERSHIP FEES:
		
(Please circle)
			

Single:

$10 per annum

FAMILY:

$15 per annum

GROUP:

$20 per annum

Name:

__________________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________________

		

__________________________________________________________________

Contact:

Tel: ______________________ Email: _________________________________________________

Please forward payment to:

The Treasurer

						

CRISP Nursery Inc.

						

PO Box 706

						

Heathmont, VIC 3135
23

If undeliverable please return to:

CRISP Newsletter Autumn 2013

CRISP Nursery Newsletter

CRISP Nursery
Box 706
Heathmont
VIC 3135
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Don’t miss your invitation inside...
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