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Volunteers

Most of the work at CRISP is carried out by volunteers. These are people from within the
community who give their time to help provide a large range of indigenous plants for the
Maroondah Region. If you care about your local environment and would like to help out at the
nursery, join the friendly team. No experience needed. Learn the difference between various native
plants, learn to propagate and pot up the many seedlings.
Where are we?
CRISP is located in GREENWOOD AVE, Ringwood (just next to Jubilee Park).
If you can’t find a volunteer amongst the plants, walk down further and find them in a small building
on your left, just before Reverse Art.
Come and browse the sales section or give some of your time to help the others.
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A Note from the Editor
Dear members,
The hot weather continues. We can only hope that the current and future governments take more
notice of climate change and also how we will need to adapt to this change. Whilst I totally applaud
the cries for more science in schools, I would like to see this also encompass environmental science
and biological science, for it is these areas that will help the new generations coming through to
appreciate and protect the earth. Perhaps if environmental science was the pre-requisite for all
teachers in the future instead of VCE maths, we’d be able to have a continuous cycle of educated
individuals passing on their knowledge about protecting what many take for granted.
Personally I think we should also have water restrictions in the city all year round. There is a lot of
water that goes to waste on lawns and gardens. If replaced with native plants, they would thrive
without the continuous hydration. It is somewhat problematic with the vegetable garden but with
many more tanks in operation in the home garden, this will decrease the drain on the mains water.
The wonderful photo of the Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo, obviously thoroughly enjoying the Hakea
at the nursery, was taken by Annette. There is something awe inspiring watching such large birds
close up, seeking out particular plants to sustain their appetite. Where I live, the black cockatoos
arrive every year to feed on the pine cones on the last remaining windbreak from the orchard days.
They then drop these from an enormous height and whilst the thump on the ground is solid enough
to know not to walk underneath, the crash on the neighbours work-shed roof is more than a mere
distraction, especially for anyone working in there!
Thank you to everyone who has provided material for this newsletter; Terry Mullane, Liz Dexter,
Anne Heskett and Eric Hornung. And to Olwyn (and Lloyd) who try to ensure there are no errors.
And Stephanie who is always full of encouragement and helps gather articles. The story from Liz
Dexter brought back many memories of my childhood growing up near Wombolano Park and to
which I have recently moved back. The Dexters’ observation of what birds and wildflowers existed
back then matches my own. Recently, the Red Wattle Birds have also taken over and apart from
hearing the pardalote high up in the trees occasionally - the small birds are silent.
However it was with a ‘singing’ heart that I heard the call of the Fantailed Cuckoo last month when
up early. This is very rare indeed these days. When growing up, the Fantailed Cuckoo heralded
in the beginning of summer each year. Its downward trill, despite a mournful tone. somehow also
made one feel good. This time it sounded isolated and lonely.
It is wonderful that so many of you have such great ideas to share with other members. Come
along and enjoy the Christmas BBQ at the nursery on Saturday the 12th of December
Linda

CRISP CHRISTMAS BBQ
Saturday December 12th
12pm at the nursery
Meat, vegie burgers and soft drink provided.
Bring a salad or sweet for others to share.
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Committee Corner
by Merrilyn Smith
Over the last twelve months the committee has worked on a number of projects to improve the
running of the nursery. This includes heightening the structure supporting the shadecloth over the
nursery, replacing the weldnet holding the plant tubes in the glasshouse and purchasing some new
benches.
On a personal note, I recently returned from a two month holiday keen to see how my garden had
fared during the October hot spell. I shouldn’t have worried, the garden was fine and there was a
riot of colourful flowers - blue dianellas; white olerias, cassinias and kunzeas; yellow everlastings and
bulbines; purple patersonias. I am grateful that I am able to obtain such high quality local plants from
CRISP which look great and are much more drought tolerant than their non-indigenous cousins.
Plants absorb and store carbon, thus helping to combat climate change. Groups like CRISP, therefore
play an important role. If you’re interested, there is a march in the city at 5:30 pm on Friday 27
November (details on page 17) which hopes to send a message to leaders attending an important
meeting on climate change in Paris in December where a world agreement on carbon emissions will
be negotiated. It’s hoped that 100,000 people will march in Melbourne. For more details visit http://
peoplesclimate.org.au/
CRISP produced thousands of plants in the past year. This amazing outcome, is only made possible
by the hard work of a team of dedicated volunteers with support from the nursery managers,
Annette O’Sullivan and Stephanie Dean. Apart from growing plants, CRISP volunteers help in lots of
other ways such as staffing the nursery sales area on Saturdays, attending seed cleaning workshops,
undertaking nursery maintenance jobs and supporting re-vegetation projects in our local area.
If you are interested in being a volunteer or have a suggestion for improving the nursery, please
don’t hesitate to talk to Annette, Stephanie or any of the CRISP committee:
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you for your ongoing support and wish you a
safe and happy Christmas.
Merrilyn Smith
President

Merry Christmas from all of us

Gumnut babies
May Gibbs

Apologies
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I would like to apologise to Ruth Jackson for
not updating and thus incorrectly labelling her
drawing of a Sugar Glider as a Brushtail possum
in the last printed newsletter (correct on-line in
Sugar Glider by Ruth Jackson
colour).
Linda (Editor)
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Nursery Report
By Annette and Stephanie
We have certainly had plenty to keep us busy over the past few months and have achieved some great
things.
The framing for the shade cloth has been completed and is ready for new shade mesh to be installed.
We have also been replacing old school tables that have been used for many years to hold our stock
plants. We have twenty eight new benches which has given us a lot more useable storage space for
plants and provides a great opportunity to sort out some of our stock. Thanks to Steve, Lloyd, Bill and
the many others that helped with these projects.
Festivals have been keeping us busy too. On Sunday the 15th November we had a stand at the
Maroondah Festival. It gave us a great chance to talk to many local residents about the nursery - what
we do and why we do it. Many thanks to the Maroondah Council Bushland team for all their support
with our display.
We shared a marquee with two other important local groups. The Maroondah Bushlinks main focus is
the promotion of the Friends Groups in the local reserves, as well as informing residents of the weed
species. The Council Bushland team’s focus this year was on native pollinators, especially native bees.
They have developed a new fact sheet about bees and had examples of ways we can provide habitats
for these very valuable insects in our gardens.
The Mullum Mullum Festival on Sunday 21st of November was another event where we had a
presence. This time we used the botanical illustrations by Ruth Jackson as a means of introducing
people at the festival to the intricate beauty of the local species. Ruth joined us at the Festival and was
able to talk to many people about the work she is doing to depict as many of the local species as she
can whilst they are still in existence. The cards and prints of these illustrations were very popular.
There are still a couple of other events coming up, including the 26th of November when we will
be giving a talk at the new council Artspace in the Realm, about indigenous plants in Maroondah (at
Eastlands new town square).
In between all these public events work at the nursery continues. Many of the seeds sown in early
spring have now germinated and we have the task ahead over the next couple of months of potting up
many thousands of seedlings into tubes. None of this would be possible without the dedicated support
of the many volunteers involved in all aspects of CRISP activities.
The Christmas Party scheduled for December 12th is a great opportunity to get together and
celebrate the great achievements of the past year.
Hope to see you there.
Annette & Stephanie

Christmas Closing – as Christmas Day and New Years Day are on Fridays
there will be no Friday volunteer sessions on 25th Dec and 1st Jan.
Otherwise volunteer sessions will continue as normal throughout summer.
This is the time of high volume potting up as the seeds we planted in spring
have germinated and are ready to move up from seed trays into pots.
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Around the nursery
Some of the recent
improvements at the
nursery

Photos by Stephanie Dean

Left: Lloyd and Bill putting up the new frame
benches.

Photos by Linda Hibbs

Health and Safety Reminder

Please consider your health and wellbeing when selecting which activities to join in. Many
activities around the nursery involve lifting, bending or standing for long periods. Some
activities can be adjusted where required and CRISP management are keen to discuss any
ideas you may have to reduce any potential Health and Safety issues that you identify.
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How it used to be
by Liz Dexter (with help from Mick)

We didn’t grow up in Heathmont but our kids
certainly did. Dandenong Creek and its bush were their
playground. When we moved here into our brand new
house in 1958, we gloried in the remnant bush along
the creek - and we too found Early Nancys, Milkmaids
and many other flowers including different kinds of Egg
& Bacon and the universal favourite of children (and
adults in the know) the pink Trigger Plants. A thick grass
stalk poked into the centre would magically snap the
trigger on the pretend insect. Some wildflowers are
still there but many no longer exist in this area. Once
we had two sorts of Greenhood orchids, the little
single ones, still with us, but the tall ones with multiple
flowers up the stem disappeared overnight when the
main outfall sewer was dug deeply through our bush,
and they have never been seen again.
There are now fewer birds due to recent continual sub
division and reduction in plant biodiversity. Now it is
mainly the bigger ones,; magpies, currawongs, butcher
birds and many of the parrot family such as rosellas
and cockatoos. Occassionally we see kookaburras
and tawny frogmouths, but not the little ones we
remember: blue wrens, robins, fantails, spinebills and
pardalotes and never the rare sightings of the Golden
Whistler or the Olive Backed Oriole of our early days.
Our local bird list over the years totalled about 75.
In 1959, we both swam in the creek, and our kids
enjoyed it for a few more years. Our nephew saw a
platypus. We saw a water rat. There were plenty of
weeds too. Dense thickets of blackberries, food and
scratches for the kids, good bird protection from dogs
and cats but also home for rabbits. Boneseed with its
bright yellow flowers was common but successfully
pulled out by hand.
Blue tongued lizards and two sorts of snakes were
common and once an echidna walked in from unmade
Dickasons Road. Once a bush rat also came by.
All our kids rode bikes or horses or walked long
distances beside the creek and saw the changing of
the seasons. There were horses’ bridles decorated with
wattle sprays, bonfires and fireworks (much loved and
still legal then. The kids loved to cross the creek on
stepping stones or on fallen tree trunks. They walked to
school and had great independence and freedom. Our

only rule was come home immediately when they
heard three toots on the car horn!
We wanted the later generations of kids to enjoy
the bush as much as our’s did and that was the main
reason we escaped development by making a bush
reserve.*
In the 60’s ‘Green’ hadn’t been invented. Engineers
ruled and we tended to accept what the bureaucracy
threw at us. Some houses had been built on the flood
plain and were regularly flooded so the Dandenong
Valley Authority decided to make our lovely
meandering Dandenong creek into a straight drain
which some time back was said to be the second most
polluted creek in Melbourne. No protests to speak of
then but it would be different now.
Times change. Now we have the the EPA, the First
Friends of Dandenong Creek and the councils on both
sides of the creek support the planting of thousands
of CRISP plants. Melbourne Water is sponsoring great
ideas like ‘daylighting’ the creek rather than the existing
barrel drain, and constructing wetlands to encourage
birds and bushland for the community to enjoy. So it
is not all doom and gloom. With our 57 years in the
same place we have seen a lot happen.

Photos - Heathmont Bushcare

I am an enthusiastic seconder to the sentiments of
Kerrie Handasyde’s wonderful piece of writing in the
Winter edition of CRISP nursery newsletter.

*Editor’s Note: Dexter’s Bush is a one hectare property. It
was donated by Mick and Liz Dexter to the Trust for Nature
in 1988 and was fully transfered to the Trust in 1989.
7

CRISP Nursery Newsletter Spring/Summer 2015

Monday Mornings in the Reserves
by Stephanie Dean
Once a fortnight on a Monday morning we go
out into one of the local reserves to explore and
undertake some practical activities including planting
and weeding to support the biodiversity within our
reserves.
Over summer we will also be collecting seed for
propagation on these visits. Recently we have been
revisiting some old favourites including the Mullum
Mullum Creek near the source at Cherry Tree
Reserve and Heathmont Reserve. One of the new
reserves that we have explored is Herman Pump
Reserve in Heathmont. A group of residents invited us
to give them some support and information on how
to improve the biodiversity there.

Information about our Monday morning outings is
included in our regular Nursery News emails. If you
would like to receive these emails and join in our
outings please contact us at the nursery. We mostly
decide on the venue for our outings in the week
prior. Morning Tea is always included and all tools are
provided. Please bring your own gloves, wear sturdy
closed footwear and in summer, hats and sunsmart
principles.

Trigger Plant
photo by Linda Hibbs

We were able to point out some existing patches
of orchids and wildflowers and weed gently around
these. We also planted 100 tubestock with a variety of
species that will support the existing vegetation. It was
great to see so many local residents keen to improve
the reserve and get involved in practical activities. (See
Ann’s report on the next page).

Another very interesting outing was to Warrien
Reserve in North Croydon. In October we were given
a guided walk through the reserve by Maroondah
City Council Bushland Team Leader, Craig Mauger. In
March this year an ecological burn was undertaken
in the Everard Wildflower Sanctuary within Warrien
Reserve. We were shown the regeneration of species
that occurred after this that had not been seen in
the reserve for years.There was an explosion of
wildflowers including Chocolate Lilies, Grass Trigger
Lilies, Button Everlastings and Xanthorrea. With
most of the dense understory removed by the fire
the underlying herbs, lilies and orchids which were
dormant or unable to grow before the burn, now have
a better chance. After morning tea we did some work
on a weedy area within the reserve and were able to
fill three large weed bags with grassy weeds.

Tawny Frogmouths at Mullum Mullum
Photo by Annette O’Sullivan
8

CRISP Nursery Newsletter Spring/Summer 2015

Herman Pump Reserve - Heathmont
by Anne Heskett

A plan for regeneration

It started out as a few thoughts; ‘wouldn’t it be great
if there were fewer weeds and more native plants in
this beautiful reserve… wouldn’t it be good if plants
screened the view of structures I don’t want to look
at.’
Another neighbour, Frank, organised a community
planting session in the park a few years ago, which was
a great success and a lot of fun. A couple of years
went by and I always had the intention to rally the
neighbourhood and get people regularly involved in
the reserve. I was just waiting for the right time.
A year or two ago I contacted the council and met
them on site. They organised mulch and plants to
create one garden bed outside my back gate; easy to
weed, easy to water if needed and easy to watch grow.
Eighteen months later, it’s looking terrific. I’ve taken the
plunge and developed another few garden beds near
my back gate.
The guys from the council have been terrific – Michael
has delivered mulch, dropped off plants, kept in touch,
sharing the enthusiasm to revegetate the reserve.
Peter has encouraged and supported the vision.
Recently, CRISP volunteers had a weeding and planting
session out in the reserve, joined by some local
residents. Interest is gathering, people stop and talk,
and there is enthusiasm to be involved.
So where to from here?
With council’s support, CRISP’s guidance and the
labour of locals, we’re ready to expand! We are going
to meet with council on site and explore whether
there’s a need to become a ‘friends of ’ group and
develop a ‘mud map’ of the reserve so we know
where we’re heading. Perhaps in years to come the
council will class Herman Pump Reserve as an ‘Area
of Significance’ and locals will continue to enjoy what
is a really beautiful space that is already enjoyed by so
many local residents/families.
It will continue to be a place to meet, have
conversations with our neighbours, a place for our
children to play and explore, where dogs are walked ,
plants grow (weeds shrivel) and birds and animals live.
Ann
Local resident

Editor’s note: Herman Pump arrived in
Australia in 1890. He married in 1896
and bought land in the Heathmont area,
developing it into an orchard of apples, pears
and cherries. His farmhouse was the only
house on Canterbury Road east of Wantirna
Road.
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Warrien Reserve
(From Maroondah Council website)
Warrien Reserve is located in Warrien Road,
Croydon North (Melways reference 36 K10). It
occupies 5.3 hectares (13 acres) and has biological
significance at municipal level with eleven regionally
significant plants and 142 indigenous plants, many of
which are not found elsewhere in the municipality.
Warrien Reserve is also recognised as a ‘Land for
Wildlife’ area.
The reserve has excellent facilities for people of
all ages, including ample off street parking, a well
equipped children’s playground, a large undercover
barbeque facility, numerous outdoor picnic tables
and seats, a large open grassed area and wheelchair
accessable toilet facilities.
The reserve features a well signed one kilometre
nature trail which is easily accessible and has a
gentle gradient.
Warrien Reserve is one of Maroondah’s oldest
reserves. Earliest records indicate that it was part of
the cattle grazing property ‘Warrandyte’ in the early
settlement days. The row of Sugar Gums near the
southern boundary is a remnant of a driveway on
this property.
Land for the reserve was purchased from the
Crown by the Shire of Lilydale in 1949. One acre
within Warrien Reserve was set aside in 1951 as
the Everard Wildflower Sanctuary as a memorial
to William Hugh Everard MLA 1869-1950. This
protected area ensures the long-term preservation
of the local flora.
Parts of the reserve were originally flood-prone
and weed infested and as a result Croydon Council
undertook extensive work to install a large
underground drain. Maroondah City Council has
since implemented an ongoing maintenance and
weed management program.
A Committee of Management was established in
1959 and it continues to this day with dedicated
local resident volunteers. The Committee of
Management’s role is to support Council in the
maintenance and revegetation of this unique
reserve. Local residents and community members
are always welcome to attend the regular working
bees and annual tree planting days.
(See contact on page 18).
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Sometimes I sit and think ...
by Terry Mullane

Sometimes I sit and think and
sometimes I just sit *
A brief unscientific survey on who
is doing all the work

Hover fly

In recent times I have been laid up with a dose of the flu.
As fortune would also have it, the timing has coincided with
spring flowering, the time when I bring a range of potted
native plants up on to my back deck.
For a month or more, a couple of square metres of my back
deck becomes a riot of Bulbine Lily, Dianella laevis, Chocolate
and Vanilla Lilies, Native Flax, Tall Bluebells (the ones I have are
snow white), Stylidium, Patersonia, Thelionema, and the little
rounded Noon-flower, Disphyma crassifolium.
Some are awaiting seed collection and will soon sprout
organza bags; some will get divided up in the new year and
some are just there because I like them and it is nice to go
past them a dozen times a day. The offspring of those whose
original seed was sourced from Wattle Park will end up back
in Wattle Park.
Being laid up has meant that this year I have had the time
to just sit and enjoy. On any sunny day there is a steady
procession of blue banded bees, assorted black bees - some
tiny-ant size and some a bit larger - and the ever present
hover flies. On very rare occasions a European Honey Bee
will give the patch a quick check over but never land or stay.
The European Honey Bees are in the garden in their dozens.
They are constantly at work on the Borage, Kale and
Strawberries in the veggie patch, and on the white clover
that is flowering in the lawn. But they are not pollinating any
of the native plants that I have on my deck; not even the
Disphyma whose flower I would think is European Bee size. It
seems that it is the native bees and flies who are doing all the
pollinating of my native plant patch.
* with apologies to Courtney Barnett and the title of her CD

Unknown species
of little black bee

I would like to think that the presence of the native bees is
due to the houses I have built for them. I have hit the websites and come up with a mix of clay holes, timber holes in
white cyprus pine, lengths of bamboo, starter holes drilled to
the advised diameters and depths and an overhanging shelter.
The houses meet my criterion of no cost construction
from what I have lying around or can glean from the hard
rubbish. And they have been constructed with great joy and
satisfaction on the part of the builder. The moths certainly
appreciate them to shelter out of the rain. But to date none
of the targeted bee demographic has shown the slightest
interest. Still, ’tis early years yet, maybe next year a native
bee will come and set up house.

Blue banded
bee at the
end of a
hard days
work
Docklands for
bees
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Mullum Mullum Festival
by Stephanie Dean
Mullum Mullum Festival: Celebrating the ecological
and cultural values of the Mullum Mullum Creek
Valley.
The catchment of the Mullum Mullum Creek is
home to more than 60,000 people, but it also
encompasses some of the largest and best preserved
areas of remnant bush in urban Melbourne. More
than 120 species of indigenous birds, as well as
many mammals, reptiles and countless invertebrates
have been observed in the valley. The Festival was
inaugurated in1995 by concerned individuals in the
local community, who opposed the Eastern Freeway
extension through the valley and who wanted to play
an active role in promoting the natural values of the
local area.
The Festival offered an opportunity to learn
about the biodiversity and cultural heritage of
the Mullum Mullum Valley. The walks organised
covered a wide range of aspects of the valley.
The Mullum Mullum Valley supports valuable
habitat for a range of flora and fauna and forms an
important connection, linking the foothill forests of
Maroondah to the Yarra River in Warrandyte. The
continued preservation and enhancement of this
corridor is vital for the survival of the plants and
animals that depend on it, and for ensuring that
future generations retain an environment to enjoy.
On Sunday 15th November CRISP had an
information tent at the Festival, featuring many of the
botanical illustrations by Ruth Jackson. These were
available for people to purchase as cards or prints
and proved to be a very popular addition to the
festival.

News

Flash

“Today, Saturday the 21 November during the
Mullum Mulum Festival morning walk along
the Mullum Mullum Creek, we spotted a Swamp
Wallaby near the creek in the backyard bushland of
the vacant blocks in Nelson Street, Ringwood, near
Montgomery Street. (Melway 49 F7). It looked like
it had a joey in its pouch. Hopefully it stays in the
bush and doesn’t go wandering into suburbia.”
Ken McInnes
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The best advertisement for the nursery is the personal recommendation of satisfied
members and customers. Use the plants in your garden to start a conversation with
neighbours and local friends about the value of using local species in home gardens.
Need some hints on why they are so good?
• they are adapted to local soils and conditions
• they have co-evolved with local birds and insects so the plants provide the
perfect habitat for local species
• they are very attractive plants when you learn to appreciate the subtle
beauty of our indigenous species.
Do you belong to a community group that is interested in learning more about the
local indigenous plants? Please contact us at the nursery to discuss how we can help
your group learn more about the value of our indigenous species.
Do you belong to a school or community group that needs to do some replanting
next year? The sooner that you talk to us about your planting needs for 2016 the
more likely we will be to provide what you are after. Our plants are very competitively
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Research explained...
by Eric Hornung
In reference to;
‘The Habitat Value of Gorse and Hawthorn for
Birds in Quarry Hills Bushland Park,Victoria’.
by Emma H. Carlos and Maria Gibson

Published in The Victorian Naturalist, 2010.
This research was undertaken near Melbourne by researchers
from Deakin University. You may recognise the main author,
Emma Carlos, who used to volunteer at CRISP!
Note: All credit goes to the authors of the paper. If quoting
any information, please refer to original text which can be
found on ‘google scholar’.

Background to the study:
A lot of research has focused on the ecology and
biology of weeds and the methods that are best for
their control. Many studies have focused on the negative
effects that weeds have on native ecosystems. However,
studies that have considered the effects of weeds on
wildlife have revealed surprising results. For example,
back in 1986 scientists showed that Superb Fairywren
populations can benefit greatly from blackberry
infestations. Given that vegetation management projects
often aim to improve habitat value, it is important to
understand how weedy plants interact with wildlife. This
study aimed to investigate the habitat value of weeds
for bird species, and to investigate the effects of weed
removal program on birds.
What Occurred?
The study was undertaken at Quarry Hills Bushland
Park, 22 km NNE of Melbourne. Historically, the site
had a variety of land uses, resulting in the plant and
animal communities being very different from their
pre-European condition. Much of the vegetation was
dominated by woody-weeds, Gorse and Hawthorn, and
large patches of Acacia paradoxa. The remainder of the
park consisted of mixed native and exotic grassland and
areas of revegetation. The researchers used the variety
of vegetation types present in the park to meet the aims
of understanding the value of weeds for birdlife.
The number of birds (abundance) and number of bird
species (hereafter ‘species richness’) was measured,
along with the vegetation composition and structure in
different areas of the park. This occurred in a total of
30 areas - each 2500m², within 8 different habitat types
throughout the park. (See table 1).
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Table 1. Describes the different vegetation types and what
occurred within them.
Sites and observations Vegetation types
Gorse
Hawthorn
		

• Five, 2500m2 sites were
established within each
vegetation type.
• Vegetation composition
and structure was
measured in each site
using various
techniques.
• Bird species ‘richness’
and abundance was
surveyed at each site.

Characteristics
At least 90% of Gorse shrubs
At least 90% of Hawthorn shrubs

Kangaroo Thorn
		
At least 90% of Acacia paradoxa
		shrubs
Native Grassland
		
		

No trees and shrubs, greater than
70% vegetation present was native.

Cleared
		
		

Either Gorse or Hawthorn shrubs
have been removed.

Discard pile
		
		

Cleared of Gorse or Hawthorn
and dead plants left on site.

Young revegetation
		

3 years after revegetation effort

Old revegetation
		
5 years or more revegetation
		program

A total of 120 bird surveys were carried out in early
winter, mid winter, and early spring. For details about
the methods used to measure vegetation composition
and structure refer to the original paper .
What was found and comparison to other studies?
(note: statistical analysis has not been included here).

As you would expect, vegetation composition differed
significantly between the eight sites. The vertical
structure in the habitat types also differed. Gorse,
Hawthorn and Kangaroo Thorn sites all had similar
structural complexity compared to the other five
sites.
Large differences between bird species richness and
abundance were found between habitat types. (See
table 2). Habitats with more structure and complexity
above 50cm in height had greater habitat value for
birds at the park.
Table 2. Bird species richness (total number of species) and
type recorded in habitats of Quarry Hills Bushland Park, table
from original paper.
Habitat type

Total bird

Hawthorn		
Gorse		
Kangaroo Thorn
Old revegetation
Discard pile		
Young revegetation
Cleared		
Grassland		

23
19
15
15
9
8
6
3

		richness

Native
species (%)
78
74
80
87
78
75
83
100

Introduced
species (%)
22
26
20
13
22
25
17
0

These results may be surprising, but many bird species
rely on structural complexity for protection or nesting,
something some weed species provide. Other studies
have reported different interactions between weedy
plant communities and bird species prevalence, finding
lower bird species richness in weedy sites compared
to native. This tells us that it is likely the type of plant
species birds use for habitat that is variable between
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places. Nevertheless, one can assume that the
anthropocentric classification of ‘weed’ or ‘indigenous’
will not determine whether a plant is suitable as bird
habitat. This study points to habitat complexity – the
presence and variety of vegetation structure – as one
important factor determining bird species prevalence.
Bird species richness was higher in the ‘Discarded pile’
habitat type, where Hawthorn or Gorse had been
controlled but left on site, compared with the ‘Cleared’
habitat type where they were removed. This illustrates
the benefits of maintaining structure, something that
managers along the Mullum Mullum creek have also
considered where they ringbark Sweet Pittosporum
trees and leave them on site to die slowly rather than
removing them.
This study shows that bird species abundance and
richness can plummet after the initial weed removal,
but slowly recover as revegetated natives mature.
Acknowledging this is essential when planning a weed
control project, particularly in urban areas where birds
make up the majority of the wildlife. In another paper, a
researcher suggests that because of this time lag, weed
removal should be gradual and be conducted over a
period of time that is relative to its replacement (e.g.
the time taken to re-establish the pre-weed control
habitat structure).

Relevant conclusions for CRISP

In modified environments, a weed removal program
without a plan to revegetate is likely to have a negative
impact on local wildlife populations.
If providing habitat is one of the main aims of your
garden – carefully consider whether removing woodyweed (e.g. Hawthorn, Pittosporum, Blackberry) removal
is necessary.
According to many published papers, the gradual
removal of weeds in conjunction with replacement is
essential to maintain habitat for wildlife.
Leaving woody-weeds on site after treatment will
provide structure that may reduce the impact that weed
removal has on bird populations.
Eric Hornung studied Environmental Science and has an
interest in ecological research being used in by practitioners
and the community.
Editor’s note: For further information about Quarry Hills
Bushland park and its location:
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au

The habitat value of weeds is not confined to birds.
Other scientific investigations in Australia have
found weeds can provide resources for amphibians,
invertebrates, fish, and mammals. It may be worthwhile
considering a range of organisms when undertaking
weed control, particularly if they are uncommon or
endangered.

http://goldfieldswm.com.au/weed-index/

Gorse (left) is a dense, very spiny prickly shrub

with bright yellow flowers over much of the year,
but particularly late winter through spring. Up to
two metres or more if left unchecked. Seeds in pods.
Grows mostly in warmer months. Good habitat
for small birds such as wrens, finches, chats and
thornbills.
Hawthorn (right) is a Prickly deciduous large
bushy shrub or small tree with white flowers in midspring and red berries in autumn. Often used by
small birds as shelter and nest site, and some birds
feed on berries.
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Cards and prints by Ruth Jackson
deas
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©Copyright
© Copyright

© Copyright
Daniella admixta
by Ruth Jackson

Pterostylis nutans by Ruth Jackson
Eucalyptus cephalocarpa by Ruth Jackson

Don’t forget to return your
plant tubes and poly boxes
Bring back on Wednesday or Friday
or leave outside the CRISP potting
shed/office.

Do you have any polystyrene boxes?

The polystyrene boxes that we use to pack plants are
becoming harder to obtain as fruit shops seem to be using
them less. These boxes are good for storing plants as they
are not only insulating but are a good size, making them easily
manoeuvrable without being too heavy. If you have access
to these boxes and are able to bring some to the nursery we
would be most grateful.
The size can be seen in this photo.
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What’s on
Friday Nov 27		
March for Climate Change
			On the evening of Friday 27 November, head to the State Library of Victoria for a
			
5.30pm start, with music, choirs and singing from 5.15pm. Bring your friends and 		
			
neighbours or come straight from work.
			
It is hoped that this march will to send a message to leaders attending an important
			
meeting on climate change in Paris in December where a world agreement on carbon
			
emissions will be negotiated. It’s hoped that 100,000 people will march in Melbourne.
			
For more details visit http://peoplesclimate.org.au/
Saturday Nov 28
			
			

CRISP talk at the new council Artspace in the Realm about Indigenous plants in 		
Maroondah (at Eastlands new town square). Come along and provide support and
bring your neighbours and friends.

Saturday Dec 12

CRISP CHRISTMAS BBQ

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL
NEW YEAR

CRISP CHRISTMAS BBQ
Saturday December 12th
12pm at the nursery
Meat, vegie burgers and soft drink provided.
Bring a salad or sweet for others to share.
CRISP polo shirts
designed by Jamie Holyoake
Buy now from the nursery
Only $10
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LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS
Group Name

Contact

Heathmont Bushcare

Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

		

Roger: 9876 6762

Loughies Bushland

Working bees held 1st Saturday of the month
9.30-12.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main
Entrance.
			

Carol:		

9870 8126

First Friends of Dandenong Creek

Barry: 		

9801 1628

Alan:		
			

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group
						

98761319
0417541483

Don Dower:

9736 2309

Andy:

0414999491

Des:

9879 4176

Richard:

9876 5382

Friends of BJ Hubbard Reserve

Kaye:

9879 8445

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club

Peter:

9801 6946

Croydon Conservation Society

Keith:

9723 1806

Margaret:

9876 3094

Keith:

9723 4410

Pat Black:

9723 0036

FJC Rogers Reserve
Friends of Wombolano

Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month

		

Friends of Ringwood Lake

Working bees held first Monday of the month
Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am				

		

Friends of Andersons Creek

Warranwood Reserve 		

		

Warrien Reserve				
www.warrien.org
Yanggai Barring, Warranwood		

		

CRISP WEBSITE

www.crispnursery.org.au
Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com
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Due on July 1st each year

(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at
reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.25 instead of $1.75 and 150mm pots cost $3.50 instead of $5.00.)
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive.
Support CRISP and help your local environment.
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery. THANK YOU

Direct deposit to renew membership
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?
Don’t have a cheque book? We are making it easier for you to
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044

Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can
update your membership

Sending an email to the nursery when you make the
deposit will ensure that your membership information
is updated correctly.

			APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
			

MEMBERSHIP

SINGLE		

$10 per annum

FAMILY		

$15 per annum

GROUP: 		

$20 per annum

(Please circle)

Name: 		

__________________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________________

		__________________________________________________________________

Contact:

Tel: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________
PLEASE TICK √

Please forward payment to:

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:
I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail

o

OR
I wish to read the newsletter on the website

o

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont,VIC 3135
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CRISP Nursery
Box 706
Heathmont
VIC 3135

Tawny Frogmouths at Mullum Mullum Creek
Photo by Annette O’Sullivan

