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Most of the work at CRISP is carried
out by volunteers. These are people
from within the community who
give their time to help provide a
large range of indigenous plants
for the Maroondah Region. If you
care about your local environment
and would like to help out at the
nursery, join the friendly team.
No experience needed. Learn the
difference between our local native
plants, learn to propagate and pot
up the many seedlings.
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CRISP is located in
GREENWOOD AVE,
Ringwood (just next to
Jubilee Park).
If you can’t find a
volunteer amongst the
plants, walk down further
and find them in a small
building on your left, just
before Reverse Art.

Main cover photo Olwyn Smiley

Cyclochila australasiae (orange and black masked bandit) - Cicada
Smaller photos top to bottom:
Vanessa itea (yellow admiral) Photo: Olwyn Smiley
Orthodera ministralis (green mantid) Photo: Ruth Jackson
Melangyna sp. (Hoverfly) Photo: Mark Smith
DISCLAIMER

CRISP Nursery Inc. does not hold itself responsible for statements made or opinions expressed in CRISP News. They may not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the organisation but are merely printed to share information with those who are interested in the conservation of our local flora
and related environmental concerns.
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A Note from the Editor
Welcome to this edition with a photo focus on
insects. This year we plan to continue the colour
middle page spread with members’ photos of plants,
insects and wildlife of Maroondah. If you want to
enjoy a full colour version, please go on-line:
www.crispnursery.org.au
As summer marches into autumn and the dry meets
the humid, we can only hope for some more rain
like we have had this week to make it an excellent
planting season.
If you missed the AGM and the interesting talk
given by Craig Mauger, Bushland Team Leader for
Maroondah, you can read some of the main points
in the newsletter. It was interesting to hear how the
bushland is being looked after from the perspective
of the Council, and how CRISP plays a vital role in
the maintenance and rejuvenation of these bushland
areas. We are very lucky in Maroondah to have so
many. Monday Mornings in the Reserves offers us
a unique opportunity to ensure that these bushland
areas remain as weed-free as possible and also
benefit from newly established indigenous plants.
If you have a chance, join CRISP on some of these
outings and help preserve your local environment.
Margaret Williams has contributed a lovely account
of the birds that have visited her North Ringwood
property and has created a list which she has given
to the nursery. It provides insight into the changing
bird populations in the North Ringwood area.
As an avid bird observer myself, I have also noticed
the disappearance of many species. Birds such
as the golden bronze cuckoo, black faced cuckoo
shrike, various robins (yellow and pink) or even
the grey shrike-thrush with its beautiful song are
no longer around. I am pleased to say, however,
that the little birds have returned to our property
after an absence of several years. So far only the
brown thornbills and the grey fantails, but perhaps
soon we will see the silver-eyes. I suspect it is the
decrease in territorial red-wattle birds, as well as the
rejuvenation of indigenous plants that provide food
and shelter for them.

We have had a continuous stream of rainbow
lorrikeets, crimson rosellas and king parrots feasting
on our apple and damson plum trees. Netting will
be in order next year! If you are netting your fruit
trees, do be careful how you do this, as many birds
often end up trapped and damaged in the netting.
There has also been reports of the Fruit Bats
getting caught and damaged in nets. The main thing
is to ensure that the net is big enough that it can
then be tied around the trunk, or pregged firmly to
the ground and thus stop the birds or bats entering.
Nets can also be more permanent if strung over
poles and pegged into the ground. Commercial
birdnetting, whilst more expensive, is longer lasting
and less likely to entangle birds than the finer
netting available from nurseries or hardware chains.
You can also purchase fairly large pop up nets online.
I hope you find this an interesting edition. It is
wonderful to have contributions from members. I’d
like to thank those who have contributed: Sandra
Schwarz for her fascinating Performative Ecology
project, Graeme Lorimer, who encourages you all to
become Indigenous Flora and Fauna Organisation
members, Craig Mauger for his talk at the AGM, Kay
Sinclair for the poem on Mullum Mullum, Margaret
Williams for her information on birds, Ruth Jackson
for her wonderful photos of insects, and for taking
the time to identify them; Stephanie Dean and
Mark Smith for their photos of insects and Olwyn
for her wonderful photo of a cicada on the front
cover (and butterfly). Also thank you to Olwyn and
Lloyd Smiley for their proofreading skills.
All kinds of articles related to indigenous plants,
wildlife or the environment in general are welcome
for CRISP News. We love photos to be included
with your article, but please send them as individual
files and not embedded into the article/file.
Next issue I plan to look at the history behind
some of our Maroondah bushland reserves.
Looking forward to your contributions on this or
any other topic relating to our local indigenous flora
and fauna.
Linda
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Committee Corner
Hello all
Summer rain is usually such a hit and miss affair, one
garden can receive a major drenching while two
streets away the same cloud just passes by. Fortunately
this summer seems to have been a bit more hit than
miss for the eastern suburbs, and our horticultural
charges in the nursery, our gardens and the reserves,
seem to have survived the summer fairly well.
Most importantly the weather was perfect for our
end of year BBQ, a great day once again thanks to the
efforts of staff, volunteers and friends in assembling for
a most fantastic feast. One of our volunteers, Helen,
bought along some friends to play a little music, and
what a fabulous ambience they created. They were
very much appreciated and Helen, your friends are
most welcome back next time. All in all a terrific day
and a credit to everyone involved.
As you read this, the AGM will have taken place, and
I along with a number of fellow committee folk will
have stepped down from committee life for various
reasons. Carmel Koesasi has been on the committee
and a member since early days, so it will not be the

same without her guiding influence Former presidents
Merrilyn Smith and Pam Yarra have also given much
time and energy over a good number of years and
their experience will also be missed. Our treasurer Viv
Osbourne steps down having served the maximum
three consecutive terms in the role, and Sue Moseley
and our outgoing secretary Gwenda Waite are also
retiring.
I sincerely thank all the committee members for
their support, time and commitment over their
many collective years of service. Lloyd Smiley and
Kathy Croft are continuing on and will guide the new
committee members as they settle in, and many of
the outgoing members will still be around to support
them where needed.
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank all
the staff, volunteers, members and friends for their
ongoing support of CRISP.
Steve Oflynn
President

Editor’s Note: New Committee
Lloyd Smiley - President
Kathy Croft - Vice President
Helen O’Brien - Treasurer
Judith Pinney - Secretary

Junonia villida on a Goodenia
ovata by Ruth Jackson

At the nursery Photo: Mark Smith

Health and
Safety
Reminder
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Please consider your health
and wellbeing when selecting
which activities to join in. Many
activities around the nursery involve
lifting, bending or standing for long
periods. Some activities can be
adjusted where required and CRISP
management are keen to discuss
any ideas you may have to
reduce any potential Health
and Safety issues that
you identify.
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Report from the nursery
Stephanie Dean & Annette O’Sullivan

The more time you spend around plants and
propagation the more you learn, and the more you
find you don’t know, the more you want to know!
There are more questions than answers sometimes,
such as, why did the Leptorhynchos tenuifolius (Wiry
Buttons) germinate so well this year when hardly any
seedlings have come up for the past four years despite
sowing with the same technique and timing each year?
Although we do endeavour to have most of
the species on our Species List available, the
unpredictability of germination can sometimes limit
the supply of some species.
Growing from cuttings is another method we use
around the nursery to propagate and this year has
been particularly good for obtaining cutting material.
For many years Lola’s gentle hand has been key to
our cuttings success and we are missing her expertise.
Fortunately Lola was very generous in passing on her
knowledge and we hope to do the cuttings justice in
the future.
The wonderful spring flowering season of 2016 led
to a great seed collecting period. Many species that
were hard to get seed from in previous years were
abundant this year. Consequently we have many bags
of seeds ready to be separated out from their plant
material and packed for storage. Our seed cleaning
evenings provide an opportunity for volunteers to
gather in the tearoom and eat cake, drink coffee and
converse while removing seeds from pods and husks.
This can be fine and painstaking work at times but we
do have regular volunteers that keep coming back so
it can’t be all bad- or maybe they just come for the
chocolate cake! Some volunteers take seed home to
work on, a quiet job that keeps hands busy even while
watching TV. If you would like to help out with this let
us know.
We have continued with our Monday Mornings in the
Reserves outings and have quite a few areas ready
for autumn plantings. It is very rewarding to go back
to sites that we have been working in and see such
positive results and get encouraging comments from
local residents. Our weeding and planting do make
a difference. In an area that we have been working
on for over three years in the Cherry Tree Reserve,
Mullum Mullum Creek, we recently heard the chatter
of many small bush birds in the shrubs we had planted
along the creek. These have not been observed in this
area during all our previous working bees.

In an area in Heathmont Reserve that we have been
gently hand weeding with minimal disturbance, (a
technique that we like to call Bandicooting), we have
seen the germination of a number of Pultenaea gunnii
(Golden Bush-pea) plants which have been declining in
numbers over recent years. Is it our technique that is
bringing them back or is it just their time to re-emerge?
We like to think that the care and respect that we
are showing to this bit of the environment is being
rewarded. We hope that we are right.
As we move into autumn and the mild wetter weather,
the work of the nursery will start to focus on the
packing of the many thousands of plants that have been
ordered. These plants will be returned to our local
reserves, schools and home gardens. These plantings
are of great importance as the density of housing and
development in the area increases and the room for
habitat and natural environments become more limited.
We recently received support from Maroondah City
Council for the full revision and update of our Habitat
Gardening Booklet, this revision is currently underway
and the new booklet will be available later this year.
Many thanks to all the volunteers, members and friends
of the nursery who help to make all this happen. The
ongoing support of so many in the community is what
makes the nursery such a great place to be around. The
work that we do does make a positive difference to
our environment and community.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Monday Mornings in the Reserves usually every
fortnight. Next couple of dates April 3rd , (skipping
April 17th due to Easter) May 1st, May 15th – locations
to be advised
Next Seed Cleaning Evening March 29th 7-9pm in
the tea room
CRISP SALES DAY - 6th May 10am - 2pm (10% off )
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Bushland Management in Maroondah
Talk given by Craig Mauger Bushland Management Team Leader
Notes taken by Linda Hibbs at CRISP AGM 2017

Overview
• Maroondah’s Reserves
• Vegetation Types in Maroondah
• Staff
• Weeds and weed management
• Bushland tasks
• Indigenous planting program
• Bungalook Conservation Reserve
• Ecological burning in bushland reserves
• New council purchase 118 Exeter Rd
• Slash trials to promote biodiversity
• Kunzea removal to promote biodiversity
• Tree decline

Types of bushland in Maroondah
The bushland in Maroondah is varied and includes;
swamp scrub (Kilsyth Appletree Reserve), stringybark
forest (Cheong Wildflower Sanctuary),
mixed eucalypt forest (Wombolano Park), dry
woodland (Baringa), dry grassy woodland
(Warranwood), valley heathy forest (B.J.Hubbard),
heathy forest (Heathmont), and wetland (Candlebark
Walk).

Wombolano - Mixed Eucalyptus Forest
lies on the Wicklow ridge. It has a lot of White
stringybarks as well as other eucalpyts and a ferns
on the south facing slopes that die off towards
the north side. Both sides of the park are quite
different. Very fertile soil. Craig mentioned that
he had not seen the powerful own for about ten
years but Carol said she had recently spoken with
someone who lives alongside Wombolano who
claims to have seen it.
Cheong Wildflower Sanctuary - Stringybark
Forest has an abundance of plants but is in a very
small area.

The Kilsyth Appletree Reserve - Swamp scrub is
unique. Some years it is fully under water and other years
it dries out. It is a bit like Bungle Trust for Nature property
but wetter. Similar conditions but not as diverse.
It has been fenced to keep rabbits out and used to have
blackberries and pittosporum.
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Warranwood Reserve which is dry grassy
woodland gets better every year. Many things are
now returning including orchids, especially the
caladenias.
Baringa in Croydon Hills is also dry woodland and
part is clay and rock but on the wider side has better
soil.
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Examples of high threat environmental weeds:
Erharta erecta (panic veldt grass), Anthoxanthum odoratum
(sweet vernal), Allium triquetum (angled onion), Erhartia longiflora (annual veldt grass), Pittosporum andulatum
(sweet pittosporum), Oxalis spp. (oxalis),

B.J. Hubbard reserve is valley heathy forest which
is endangered in the Port Phillip complex area.
There are maidenhair ferns on the south-facing
side, and some quite rare plants as well as red
stringybark, yellow box, little bit of red box. It is
fairly harsh soil. Others in Heathmont come under
this type of forest including F.C. Rogers, Dexters,
Heathmont station and Uambi.

The Candlebark Walk is wetland and has water/
lakes. The weeds are problematic but the water is
clearer these days. Melbourne water owns most
of the creeks so there are complex issues with
maintaining these kind of areas.

Weed Management
Weed control takes up about 90% of the bushland
team’s workload. It has to be done to prevent
environmental weeds eliminating the remnant
bushland vegetation.
The bushland team target the most damaging weeds
first, eg. Ehrharta, sweet vernal, angled onion.
Weed control is seasonal:
Summer: woody weeds, blackberry, honeysuckle,
trandescantia, summer grasses. If it is a wet summer,
then exotic grasses will take priority.
Mid- summer/late autumn: Grasses eg. ehrharta,
sweet vernal, briza.
Winter: angled onion bulbs, oxalis, watsonia,
broadleaf weeds (cleavers, fumitory etc)
Spring: Very busy time of year with exotic grass,
broadleaf and exotic bulb species.

Ways in which weeds are tackled includes brush cutting,
hand weeding (in areas that have weeds intermixed with
indigenous vegetation), and herbicides. The herbicides
have to be carefully monitored and depend on what part
of the plant or what kind of the plants they work on so
that the indigenous vegetation is also not wiped out. The
herbicide most used is called Gardal.

Use of fire
Bungalook has now had three burnings in specified areas
and the return of the wildflowers in particular has been
impressive. Burning seems to trigger dormant seeds to
sprout or bulbs to be reactivated. This also means that
invasive weeds can also benefit and take over if you are
not careful., especially in bushlands that are not rich to
start with. A small section of Warrien Reserve was trialled
this year. but was not as successful as Bungalook.
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The isolation of
reserves in the
middle of suburbia
puts a strain on the
biodiversity and
wildlife populations.
There can also
be problems with
people dumping
garden waste into
their park from their
back gates.

Christmas BBQ
Top L-R: Steve and
Lloyd, Annette, Andy,
Vivienne.
Middle: The
wonderful salads,
Kathy, Margaret
and Rick, Ken in
conversation with
Stephen.

Photos: L.Hibbs

Below: Charlotte, Louise and Judith.
Right: Helen O’Brien and her band
provided wonderful entertainment
(photo: Ken McInnes)
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At the AGM
Top Left: Steve O’Flynn presents Craig with print by Ruth Jackson, Pam Yarra and Craig,
David. Middle: Stephanie Dean (setting up Ruth Jackson’s prints), Judith and Pam, Kay. Lloyd.
Below: Members attending the AGM listening with interest
to Craig’s talk
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Birdlife in Your Garden
by Margaret Williams

My husband Derek and I came to live on our North
Ringwood bush block in 1970 and from the start
have been amazed at the beauty and variety of local
birdlife. For the first 30 years I kept a record of the
different species that visited our block and it amounted
to over 70.
Since then, however, the number of species has
diminished each year. This is mainly because of the
building of two large housing estates nearby. Although I
don’t keep a record like I did in the past, we still keep a
lookout for any newcomers or unusual bird sightings.
There have been some spectacular moments. The
best being a sudden visit from a whistling kite, which
we had previously heard but never seen before. He
flew in and settled on the verandah rail and glared at
us. I think he would have been after a dove or pigeon,
which are not the brightest and don’t see danger until
it is too late. Such magnificent eyes!
The other memory was waking in the night to hear a
powerful owl calling from a tree next to the house. We
hear them regularly in the distance but this one had
obviously extended his range.
Most of the present visitors are in the small to
medium range. The addition of two bird baths, one
on a tall pedestal further down the garden under a
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large tree, and the other smaller and sheltered low on
the ground under our bedroom window, has meant
a continuous show especially during the summer
months.
The most entertaining visits have been from two
wattle birds and recently three New Holland
honeyeaters. In each case the bathing was extreme
with the honeyeaters diving up to ten times and the
wattlebirds actually sitting in the water. In each case
the birds were drenched but obviously well satisfied
and refreshed.
CRISP Nursery has the list of species that I made
over the years. Many were single sightings of passing
migrants but most were regulars.
The building of the estates and subsequent loss of
habitat, especially the local indigenous flora, has meant
the disappearance of some species.
But I would urge everyone to have a birdbath in their
garden. Not only will it encourage birds to visit but
you will be delighted and entertained, by what you
see.
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Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association
by Graeme Lorimer

As well as being in the Maroondah indigenous
plants scene for nearly forty years, I am presently
the president of the Indigenous Flora and Fauna
Association, or IFFA. IFFA is like a big sister to CRISP,
born in 1986 of the same societal shift that gave birth
to CRISP (or CCRISPP at the time) in 1993.
By the 1970s, there was plenty of appreciation of
plants and animals for being ‘Australian natives’ without
any regard to whether they were in their natural
habitat. For example, revegetation was popular in
Australia and usually involved species being planted
hundreds of kilometres outside their natural ranges.
There were people managing municipal parks and
gardens but rarely with any intent to look after
indigenous flora or fauna. In the 1980s, the Melbourne
area became the global birthplace of the indigenous
plant movement, with increasing recognition that the
steady disappearance of indigenous plants actually
mattered. As far as I’ve been able to tell, the world’s
first two indigenous plant nurseries were the Bayside
Community Nursery in Cheltenham in 1978 and
the Knox Environment Society Nursery in Ferntree
Gully in 1985. CRISP was one of many indigenous
nurseries around Melbourne that soon arose from the
movement.
The people who formed IFFA in 1986 included many
who were, or soon became, involved in indigenous
nurseries – including me. A major purpose for the
organisation since its establishment has been to
promote the growing of indigenous plants and the
concept of provenance. IFFA established a forum for
indigenous nurseries called the Indigenous Nurseries
Network, but the nurseries have not shown much
interest for some years (sadly).

IIFFA
Why not join today...
www.iffa.org.au

Interestingly, I see that the concept of indigenous
provenance that IFFA did so much to develop is being
challenged lately by some people motivated to broaden
genetic diversity.
The values that IFFA initially placed on indigeneity have
developed over the decades. In the past, the emphasis
was on the practical and intrinsic values of indigenous
flora and fauna. In the last few years, there has been
increasing recognition that people’s health, wellbeing
and quality of life benefit greatly from connection with
nature. As a result, IFFA explores and promotes the
special role that indigenous species play in providing
people with authentic experiences of connecting
with our natural heritage. We mustn’t ignore the
consequences of society becoming disconnected from
nature at the same time as it needs to commit to action
on climate change and other environmental assaults.
Other valuable roles that IFFA has played include
supporting the rise of bushland management crews
and successfully campaigning for the introduction of the
original Victorian town planning controls over removal
of native vegetation.
Thirty years ago, I was in my twenties and about average
in age for an IFFA member of the time. The average age
today is much older and I would love to recruit more
young people.
I think most CRISP members would find IFFA
membership worthwhile and you would be very
welcome. Visit our website at www.iffa.org.au.

IFFA membership costs $40 for non-profit organizations,
$50 for corporations, $25 for individuals or $20 concession,
and $35 for families.
Membership includes 4 issues of Indigenotes per year as
well as free participation in IFFA workshops and events.
Members are also entitled to a discount subscription to the
Ecological Management and Restoration Journal (see the
membership form for details).
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Paralucia aurifer (bright copper butterfly-male) Photo: R. Jackson

Above: Vanessa itea (Yellow
Admiral) Photo: O.Smiley
Left: Oiketicus enongatus
(Saunders Case Moth) S.Dean
Above: Eusynthemis guttata
(Southern Tigertail) Photo:
Ruth Jackson

Above: Small fly in
Wombolano
Photo: Mark Smith
Left: Hesperilla
ornata (Spotted
Skipper) on
Austrodanthonia sp.
Photo: Ruth Jackson
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Insects in Maroondah
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Above: Cyclochila australasiae
(Green Grocer cicada) Photo
Ken McInnes
Left section:
Top left: Ischnura heterosticta
(Damselfly)
photo: S.Dean
Top right: Jalmenus evagoras
(Common Imperial Blue)
Photo. R.Jackson
Middle: Melangyna sp.
(Hoverfly) M.Smith
Right: Caterpillar of the
Chlenias moth S.Dean

Above: Papilo anactus (Dingy Swallowtail)
Photo: Mark Smith
Above the butterfly: Scaptia auriflua (genus of
horse fly) Photo: Stephanie Dean
Left: Teia anartoides (Painted Acacia Moth
caterpillar). Photo: Stephanie Dean
Right: Epidesmia chilonaria (Triangular Moth)
Photo: Stephanie Dean
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Make Your Own Insect Hotel
by Linda Hibbs

Insect homes or hotels have
become very popular in some
countries and some basic ones
are appearing in nurseries here.
Creating your own insect homes,
however, is an easy and satisfying
project. All you need is a few
recycled materials (from around
your home or Reverse Art next
to CRISP nursery).
You will need
1. A tube (about 8-10cm diameter)
eg thick board
2. A bamboo place-mat or matting
3. Easily cut thin wood for the roof
3. Hollow dry bamboo tubes
4. PVA glue
5. Metal screw-in hook
6. Decorations of your choice

Insect home made from recycled material from around my home and Reverse Art

To make:
2. Cut the tube with a hobby or narrow tooth saw to about 12 cm
(Very thick cardboard tubing of various sizes is often available in Reserve Art)
3. Cut the bamboo tubes (different size openings ideal) to 12 cm
Or for smaller holes- drill holes into pieces of dowel, or use small cardboard tubing.
4. Squeeze the bamboo tubes into the main tube. They need to fit tightly.
If they don’t fit, they can be glued to each other or push a small stick in beside them.
5. Cut the wood for the roof into two sections (to be joined in the middle). Cut it about bout 2-3cm
larger than the diameter of the tube (see photo)
6 Cut the bamboo place-mat or matting to size for the roof and another to wrap
around the tube (see photo). This is for weather protection and decoration.
7. Glue the two roof sections together with PVA
(a bamboo skewer or chop stick can be used
to fill the ‘gap’ in between.
8 Glue the bamboo matting to the roof and
around the tube
9. Attach (screw in) the metal hook and a
a piece of strong string/twine
10. Add decorations if desired
11. Hang in tree near where you want to
attract good insects.

Some other countries go to extremes
with their insect homes !
These are also easy to make from recycled
materials.
14
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Ode to the Mullum Mullum Creek
Today I am headed down to Mullum Mullum Creek.

Its indigenous flora and fauna I seek.
Down from Oban Road to the bridge at Glencairn’s court
Mullum Mullum’s Bushcare Group is full of stalwarts.
They’ve been planting it out since 2001
With the local provenance and still it’s not done!
Such a wonderful job it is that they all do.
It’s the future they’re saving, for me and for you.
Collecting the seeds for CRISP Local Nursery
Then planting these back where they’re always meant to be.
Constantly mulching, then weeding and putting in more
Just walking along seeing it all, makes my heart soar!
It’s so peaceful and tranquil, though the water’s not pure.
But because all these people are working to ensure
Our creek will become healthy, then once again it will flow
Freely and happily, with platypus, rakali and many others you’ll know.
The poor lonely wallaby I saw there last year
May find more of his mates and then we’ll all raise a cheer!
Restoring our heritage for our children’s children to see
Should be the priority throughout our life’s history.
For the things that we cherish are precious and rare
And they only will flourish with love and with care.
These treasures in Nature are all very, very old
They can neither be bought, nor should they ever be sold.
So go out in Nature, and breathe in her fresh air.
To look for her treasures now, that are already there.
Give thanks for all this, and for the people who care.
Without its existence life would be very, very bare
And we would not be peaceful or able to see
All life’s wondrous beauty, or be free to just be (at one with Nature, naturally).

by Kay Sinclair

Note: Kay Sinclair who has been wandering the Bushland for 67 years and penning poems when they
come to her. Mullum Mullum Bushcare Group work along the Creek from Oban Road up to Eastland
near the freeway exit. This is a volunteer group working with assistance from CRISP Nursery, Maroondah Council and various water authorities and grants, whenever these are given.
Alan Strachan is the current coordinator for the Mullum Mullum Bushcare Friends Group and can be
contacted on 9876 1319.
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Sensory Mapping of Mullum Mullum
by Sandra Schwarz
Last year for Performative Ecology* (as part of my Masters in Landscape Architecture at the University of
Melbourne), I was given an assignment to ‘map’ a section of land, based on personal experience only, which
essentially showed how biased all maps are but it was a really interesting experiment. I ended up mapping a section
(about 300m) of Mullum Mullum Creek, hence the locality might be of interest to CRISP members. I mapped
different senses, such as sound, smell and sight in various ways, each time only concentrating on ONE sense, which
made for a really distinct experience.
*Performative Ecologies looks at how systems work, such as nature corridors, patches of ecosystems and how to use

Ecological thinking in design. It’s a really broad subject, but essentially we looked at ecological topics that are intrinsic or useful
for landscape architecture (incl. artificial light at night, water systems, how urbanisation impacts on fauna species...). This year the
focus is on constructed ecologies, i.e. systems people have created either on purpose or inadvertently.
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Cheong street
by Ruth McAuld

The road reserve in front of the railway along Cheong
Street, East Ringwood, had become overgrown and
weed infested. People were starting to use it as a
rubbish dump. There were paint tins, building rubble
and even a rusty car battery hidden amongst the dead
wood and noxious weeds. It looked like a mess, and I
hated walking past it every day. I wanted to clean up
the area, but the task seemed overwhelming. It was
a large area and there was no way I could clean it up
on my own. I had put it in the ‘too hard basket’ until,
upon the suggestion of Stephanie from CRISP, I met
with Council to ask if something could be done about
it.
I’m so glad I asked! Council were incredibly
supportive and provided advice and guidance. They
helped with weed clearing and spraying, and then
provided tonnes of mulch and over 200 native plants,
all from the local indigenous plant nursery CRISP.
The clean up and planting was a real community
effort. Experienced CRISP nursery volunteers led
the first planting session to teach us about plant
placement and to help with the overwhelming task of
getting 200 plants in the ground. Over the next few
weeks, more and more people on the street started
taking an interest and giving up an hour or two to
spread mulch, plant trees, or even provide morning
tea! A really positive community spirit had been
sparked in the neighbourhood!

The great thing about planting native vegetation is that
it suits the local climate and soil, and the plants hardly
need any water - so the ongoing maintenance will
be minimal once established. Native vegetation also
provides habitat for local bees and birds, and it looks
fantastic! The more local people who show an interest,
the more we can educate people about the benefits
of planting natives, and the damage caused by noxious
weeds. I knew nothing before I started, and now I’m
hooked!
Local residents have now formed a close knit
community planting group, and we get together
regularly for working bees. We are gradually improving
this whole stretch of road reserve, and getting more
and more volunteers along the way!
We are so thankful to Derek Ashton from Maroondah
Council for supporting this project and allowing
local residents to have a feeling of ownership and
responsibility for the reserves in our neighbourhood.
We are also very thankful to CRISP nursery for all the
beautiful plants, and for the amazing work that they do
to enhance and regenerate our local environment.
I feel like it’s a fresh start for the community, and a
wonderful outcome for the environment too!

Photos of Cheong Street rejuvenation. Before(left) and After
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Vale

Bill Jones passed away on Boxing
Day at 97 years of age. Bill had
been a regular volunteer on a
Wednesday and Friday mornings
for many years up until 2008.
He also volunteered at Loughies
Bushland working bees for many
years. Our thoughts are with his
wife Joyce, who was a regular
volunteer at the nursery on
Friday morning for many years
and continues to support the
nursery and attend functions
where she can.

Bill Jones (front right) with the Loughies
Bushland crew
Above: Bill Jones and right, with Joyce
L-R: :Lola Mensch, Joyce and Bill Jones, Jean Galiot (who passed away last year)

Lola Mensch

Lola Mensch passed away on January 7th at 93 years of age. Lola and her late husband Charlie had been involved
with the nursery almost since its inception back in the early 1990’s. Lola was a regular Friday morning volunteer at
CRISP up until just before Christmas this year. Lola has put in many hours of volunteer environmental work both at
the nursery, F.J.C. Rogers reserve, Karwarra Gardens and Cranbourne Botanic Gardens.
We will miss Lola’s quiet, gentle manner and plant expertise around the nursery on Friday mornings.

On 13th January Jim Yarra died at 76 years of age. This was
sudden and unexpected and a big loss to all who knew him.
Jim and his wife Pam have been involved in the nursery and
Heathmont Bushcare for many years. Jim had recently completed
a safety audit of the nursery and testing and tagging of our
electrical equipment. Our thoughts are with Pam and her family
at this difficult time.

Mick Dexter with Jim Yarra
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Cards and prints by Ruth Jackson
‘The Natural History of Maroondah Series’ Cards available to purchase from the nursery
$4 each, Prints $40 mounted, $15 unmounted.
Over 50 species/ illustrations available exclusively through CRISP nursery.

©Copyright
© Copyright

© Copyright

Dianella admixta
by Ruth Jackson

Eucalyptus cephalocarpa by Ruth Jackson

Pterostylis nutans by Ruth Jackson

Many new illustrations available including
Drosera species, orchids and mistletoe

CRISP WEBSITE

www.crispnursery.org.au
Maroondah Environment Yahoo network
MaroondahEnvironmentNetwork@yahoogroups.com

CRISP polo shirts
designed by Jamie Holyoake
Buy now from the nursery
Only $10
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Don’t forget to return
your plant tubes
and poly boxes

Bring back on Wednesday or Friday
or leave outside the CRISP potting
shed/office.
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What’s on

Dates for the diary

CRISP SALES DAY - 6th MAY
10am - 2pm 10% off all sales

We will also be open every Saturday from 10am – 1pm.
The Sales Area is also open on Wednesdays and Fridays
during our volunteer sessions. Now is the time to start
planning for autumn planting. We have good stock
availability in both tubestock and 140mm pots. Please
note our new prices for 2017 tubestock now $1.50 for
members, $2.00 non members, 140mm pots now $4 for
members & $5.50 non members. All sales are cash only
unless by prior arrangement.

Earth Hour Event - Saturday 25th March

This is the 10-year anniversary of Earth Hour – and the theme this year is Join the Future.
To celebrate, Transition Towns Maroondah and Council are hosting a series of community workshops and displays on Saturday
25 March at Realm/Ringwood Town Square.
Please see links below for workshop and booking information. Places are limited so please be sure to book.
Trash Puppets Children’s Workshop: 11.00am-12.30pm, a fun workshop for children to make their own puppet out of
recycled and reused materials.
Habitat Gardens for Wildlife Workshop: 11.00am-12.30pm, at this workshop Sustainable Gardening Australia will provide
information to help you become a ‘Champion for Wildlife’ in your own garden.
Let’s get you rolling! Cycling Workshop: 1.00pm-2.30pm, a workshop to help give you the confidence to start cycling again,
along with information about great cycling routes in Maroondah.
Cool Green Homes Workshop:3.00pm-4.30pm, come and find out how to assess your site and use plants and vegetation to
help cool down your home and outdoor spaces.
For a valuable pre-workshop opportunity, please see the event page.
To book or for more details contact Maroondah City Council

Yarran Dheran Nature Reserve events
APRIL
Sunday 2 April 		
Working bee10.00am to 12 .00 noon
Wednesday 5 April
Nocturnal Wildlife Walkwith Ray Gibson 6.00 pm –9.00pm
tba			
School Holiday Program with City of Whitehorse
Sunday 30 April 		
Frog walkwith Aaron Cook 6.30 pm
MAY
Sunday 7 May 		
Bird Walk with Ian Moodie 8.00 am –10.00 am
Sunday 7 May 		
Working bee10.00am to 12 .00 noon
Saturday May 20		
Fungi walk with Bruce Fuhrer from Field Naturalists ClubVic 10.00am–12.00 noon
JUNE
Sunday 4			
Working bee10.00am to 12.00 noon
date tba			
Schools Planting Day date
date tba			
Native Water Rats (Rakali) in Victorian Waterwaysand the Mullum Mullum Creek with
			Geoff Williams, Australian Platypus Conservancy,
JULY
Sunday 2 J uly 		
Working bee10.00amto 12.00noon
Sunday 30 July		
National Tree Planting Day10.00 am –12 noon
Further details: https://yarrandherannaturereserve.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/YarranDheran
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Your help needed
Many local residents are working to improve the habitat and connectivity of our reserves. If you are
interested in getting involved, either join with one of the existing groups (see below) or start your own
in your local reserve. If you are interested in starting work in your local reserve contact the Bushland
Team at Maroondah City Council and discuss how your effort and enthusiasm can be best directed.
(See article by Ruth McAuld page 18 regarding Cheong St planting for inspiration.)

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS
Group Name
Heathmont Bushcare

Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Contact
		

Loughies Bushland

Roger: 9876 6762

Working bees held 1st Saturday of the month 		
9.30-12.30pm. Meet in Kubis Drv at the Main Entrance.

Carol:		

9870 8126
			

First Friends of Dandenong Creek

Lex: 		

9874 4326

Alan:		
			

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group
						

Don Dower:

FJC Rogers Reserve

Friends of Wombolano				Andy: 		
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month 		
Merrilyn :
Friends of Ringwood Lake

9736 2309
0414999491
0410073514

Des:

9879 4176

Richard:

9876 5382

Second Sat of the month fom 9.30am			

Graeme:

8711 3454

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club

Peter:

9801 6946

Croydon Conservation Society

Keith:

9723 1806

Margaret:

9876 3094

Warrien Reserve				
www.warrien.org					

Keith:

9723 4410

Yanggai Barring, Warranwood		

Pat Black:

9723 0036

Working bees held first Monday of the month		
Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am				

Friends of Andersons Creek

		

Bungalook Conservation Reserve			

Warranwood Reserve 		
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Subscriptions

Due on July 1st each year

(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?
Apart from helping support your local Indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available to you at
reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.50 instead of $2.00 and 150mm pots cost $4.00 instead of $5.50.)
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive.
Support CRISP and help your local environment.
Note: These
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery. THANK YOU
new prices take

Direct deposit to renew membership

place on January
the 1st 2017

Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?
Don’t have a cheque book? We are making it easier for you to
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044

Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can
update your membership

Sending an email to the nursery when you make the
deposit will ensure that your membership information
is updated correctly.

			APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
			
MEMBERSHIP

(Please circle)

SINGLE		

$10 per annum

FAMILY		

$15 per annum

GROUP: 		

$20 per annum

Name: 		

__________________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________________

		__________________________________________________________________

Contact:

Tel: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________
PLEASE TICK √

Please forward payment to:

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:
I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail

o

OR
I wish to read the newsletter on the website

o

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont,VIC 3135
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Hesperilla ornata (Spotted Skipper) on Austrodanthonia sp.
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