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Volunteers
Most of the work at CRISP is carried out
by volunteers. These are people from within
the community who give their time to
help provide a large range of indigenous
plants for the Maroondah region. If you
care about your local environment and
would like to help out at the nursery, join
the friendly team. No experience needed.
Learn the difference between our local
native plants, learn to propagate and pot up
the many seedlings.
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Epacris impressa(Pink and white Heath)
photo by Linda Hibbs

2

CRISP News Winter 2018

A Note
from the Editor

Report from the nursery

Freezing cold mornings! Before this - lots of northerly
winds and mild weather. This is a result of a negative
southern annular mode (of which I know nothing) and a
long wave trough over WA for the last month. Evidently
this trough causes polar winds to be directed up into
WA, across the continent and down into Victoria. This is
not a common occurance but does happen from time to
time.

Staying warm at the nursery during the winter
months is always a bit of a challenge. Knitted
hats have been a big feature of the fashions
at the nursery over the past few months and
many knitting patterns have been admired and
exchanged.

Indigenous Australians knew the weather patterns
well and their reference to seasons makes so much
more sense than the four seasons from the northern
hemisphere that we try to push into different weather
patterns across Australia.The Bureau of Meteorology
website provides information about weather patterns
follwed by indigenous groups in Australia. The Gariwerd
people, based around the Grampians have the following
seasons:
Kooyang (Late Summer): January-March
Gwangal moronn (Autumn) : March-May
Chunnup (Winter): May-July
Larneuk (Pre-spring): July-August
Petyan (Spring): September-November
Ballambar (Early summer): November-January
It makes sense that we are now in pre-spring.
For more information on indigenous weather:
http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/
And finally - CRISP’s booklet, ‘Wildlife Gardens
Maroondah’ is finished! The file is now at the printers, an
environmentally conscious business using vegetable inks,
recycled paper and solar power.
Thank you to Stephanie and Annette for their valuable
ideas and writing most of the text, finely tuned by Olwyn
Smiley as she proofread more than one draft, and later
with input from Ann Adams and others.
For this CRISP News - thank you to CRISP members,
Judith Pinney for her article on Fungi, Ann Adams for
her notes on the importance of trees (especially in our
suburbs), Ken McInnes for sharing his sighting of the
Rufous Herron and Anthony Bigelow and Ann Heskett for
updates on local reserves. Thanks also to Kay Sinclair for
her poem and to Graeme Lorimer for the update on the
Kilsyth Spider Orchid.
Enjoy the weather and enjoy your garden. Despite lack of
rains, we are very lucky not to be in the grips of drought
like other parts of Australia.
Linda Hibbs
DISCLAIMER
CRISP Nursery Inc. does not hold itself responsible for statements
made or opinions expressed in CRISP News. They may not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the organisation but are merely printed to share
information with those who are interested in the conservation of our
local flora and related environmental concerns.

Stephanie Dean & Annette O’Sullivan

The other big challenge over the past few months
has been getting all the big orders out. This year
there has been a lot of work going on along the
Dandenong Creek and many thousands of our
tubestock have been planted by both Maroondah
City Council and Melbourne Water. It will be great
to watch over the years as they grow and mature.
It is only due to the dedicated support of our many
volunteers that we are able to have these plants
ready to go out for the orders. Our volunteers
are involved in all aspects of the nursery, and the
contributions of each and every one of you are
valued. It all adds up to making a big contribution
to our local environment and ecosystems.
There are a number of rare plants and hard to grow
species that we do try to propagate for return to
our bushland areas, to boost remnant populations.
For many of these we are trialling different
propagation methods. However due to the set-up
of the nursery we cannot trial very many individual
treatments for various seed varieties. This is where
we would like your help. Would you like to trial
some propagation from seed at home? If you are
interested in some home propagation this Spring
please talk to Annette.

We are also responsible for maintaining the
garden area around the nursery. This area is often
neglected as our focus is generally on producing
stock for orders and sales. This Spring we have
decided to have a working bee to get the garden
under control and use it as more of a display
area for our species. If you would like to join us
on October 6th all tools and morning tea will be
provided. Please bring your own gloves.
Our ‘Monday Mornings in the Reserves’ outings
have continued and over the past few months we
have visited a number of reserves, putting in quite
a few plants and removing many bags of weeds.
It is great to explore local reserves and watch as
the habitats and ecosystems are improved by the
work of Council, residents and our own efforts. If
you would like to join us the information on where
we will be meeting and what we will be doing is
available via the regular Nursery News emails, or by
calling the nursery.

Working Bee

Saturday October 6th
9.30am

CRISP Plant Nursery
Tools and Morning Tea provided
Bring your own gloves
Come and lend a hand!

Health and Safety Reminder

Please consider your health and wellbeing when selecting which activities to join in. Many activities around the nursery
involve lifting, bending or standing for long periods. Some activities can be adjusted where required and CRISP management are keen to discuss any ideas you may have to reduce any potential Health and Safety issues that you identify.

NOTE: Front cover image shows Epacris Impressa (pink), growing in my garden, and the white
form from a beautiful clump grown by Liz and Mick Dexter. Both plants are originally from
CRISP. This Heath is very hard to propagate and consequently the nursery has never had many.
The Dexters and I have found the ideal environment: part sun, part shade, well drained and
protected by other shrubs or grasses. See more of the Dexter’s Epacris on the back cover.
Until successful propagation is mastered you won’t find this plant in the nursery.
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Herman Pump Reserve

Vale Alan Strachan
Alan passed away on the 16th July 2018, after a
long and courageous long struggle with ill health.
Alan had been a volunteer at CRISP Nursery since
2003. He liked to get involved with all aspects
of the nursery and was on the committee during
2004/2005 as Treasurer.

by Ann Heskett
As the seventh community mulching and planting
session in Herman Pump Reserve is completed,
we’re starting to enjoy the changing environment;
fewer weedy areas, well defined garden beds,
about 4000 new tube stock growing, and lots of
little surprises being found around the reserve.
The fairy garden is a big hit with the children, and
lots of people meet and chat in the reserve with
their dogs and children.

Alan liked to help propagate plants and also spent
plenty of time doing the usual work “weeding the
tubes and pots”. His working tool was a long pair of
needle-nosed tweezers (courtesy of wife Mary).
Alan also co-ordinated the Mullum Mullum Creek
Bushcare group for many years and only stepped
away from that role in late 2017. He propagated
many plants and cuttings for that group as well.

Herman Pump Reserve is also becoming quite well
known with the Vic Rock community. We were
fortunate enough to have one of our locals, Kathy,
organise a rock painting table for the kids while the
planting was going on. Vic Rocks aims to engage

Alan had many other interests most of which were
shared with Mary including a love of music and
theatre. Alan conducted two local choirs over a
long time and sang in the choirs as well. A highlight
was when Alan took part in a production of “Fiddler
on the Roof” at Hamer Hall.

the Victorian community in fun, fitness and creativity
by painting rocks and hiding them in public places
for others to find. Check out the website or come
and hunt for a hidden painted rock.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VICROCKS/
We’re grateful for the support and encouragement
of Maroondah Council, who meet with us to discuss
and plan the next stage, providing us with the
mulch, tube stock, weed-management and advice.
We’re also grateful for the input and expertise
of CRISP (staff and volunteers) who provide us
with much-needed advice and guidance. Our
informal group will now be working alongside the
Maroondah bushland program as we continue on
into the future.

Photos by Ann Heskett

Alan’s life was well spent. He will be missed
Bill Hermon

Top: Alan with Bill Hermon at Mullum Mullum Creek.
Middle: With Annette at the nursery
Bottom: At a CRISP BBQ

From the committee
Recently our Treasurer, Helen O’Brien, had to relinquish her role due to family reasons. We thank her
for her service. Kay Cole has accepted the Committee’s offer of the role of Treasurer. Kay has been
administering her family business for many years, and we look forward to her valuable insights and
experience.
On a different note, we have chosen a quote for the printing of the new ’Wildlife Gardens Maroondah’
booklet. We are printing 3000 copies for the first run, so it should be available as a Christmas stocking
filler for you all. We thank Linda Hibbs for her patience and skill designing the booklet.
Lloyd Smiley
4
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Mint Street Wetlands Wantirna
World Environment Day
by Anthony Bigelow
Photos Nalini Scarfe and the Maroondah Photographic society

We had a hugely successful planting event on
World Environment Day on Saturday 2nd June
at the recently created Mint Street Wetlands in
Wantirna.
Over 300 volunteers turned out on a cold but
sunny morning to dig holes and plant over 3,000
indigenous shrubs and trees. The event included a
BBQ cooked once again by the MacFarlane family.
The event was organised and supported by the
Knox Council Biodiversity team.

Knox mayor John Mortimore welcomed and
thanked all the volunteers and spoke about
the importance of the wetlands for the local
environment and community.

Great to see local politicians Heidi Victoria, Nick
Wakeling, Samantha Dunn, Alan Tudge and Knox
councillors John Mortimore, Jackson Taylor and
Peter Lockwood roll up their sleeves and get
involved.

Photos Nalini Scarfe

Pollution monitoring program
Anthony Bigelow
A huge thanks to the following:
James Rose, Nadine Gaskell and the Knox
Biodiversity team, the Box Hill Buddhist Group
who provided over 50 volunteers, the Bayswater
CF, the FFDC committee and members including
Anthony and Sam Bigelow and family, Matt and
Jacqui Hansen, Bill and Neroli Jones, John Cull,
Anita Infanti and the McFarlane family, students and
lecturers from Swinburne. Thanks also to
Knox Council and counsellors for funding and
supporting the event, and to all the volunteers.

In what appears to be a FIRST for a community group in Victoria (and potentially for community groups
across Australia too), the Knox Environment Society have received formal approval for funding of a
pollution monitoring program, which is to be funded by the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation.
The program which has been driven by the First Friends of Dandenong Creek is designed to highlight
what chemicals and potentially heavy metals are in our creek. FFDC believes this is an important first step
in a longer term campaign designed to highlight and educate the community about what’s happening
in our area, and the broader implications to our creek, the community and our animals. Thank you to the
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation for your support. More information to follow over the coming weeks.

Plant name changes
CRISP nursery has recently changed some plant names in line with what taxonomists have
deemed appropriate.  If you find yourself not able to find a particular plant in the sales area it
may be that it is now newly named.
Here are a few to look out for:
Previously
Austrodonathonia sp.
Joycea pallida

Hibbertia stricta
Kunzea ericoides
Helichrysum scorpioides
Brachyscome cardiocarpa
6

New name
Rytidosperma sp.
Rytidosperma pallidum

Hibertia ripara
Kunzea leptospermoides
Coronidium scorpioides
Allittia cardiocarpa
7
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Treasure our trees

Insurance companies’ concerns about the risks and
hazards of trees lead to tree removals, often occurring
without an accurate assessment of the risk involved.

by Ann Adams
When I think about trees, I envisage beautiful forests in
their natural habitat. However, I should not forget about
trees in the urban setting in which most of us reside.
Trees are a pivotal part of “Green Infrastructure”. This
term is used by urban planners to describe the network
of green places and water systems that are so important
in providing environmental, social and economic value to
urban communities. Green Infrastructure encompasses
not only parks and reserves, but also your backyard
and front garden, creeks and wetlands, stands of trees
along roads and footpath plantings. It may also include
business and institutional green areas, roof gardens,
sports ovals and even cemeteries!
Research indicates that this urban greening is critical to
the health and well-being of urban dwellers.
Physical activity is encouraged by access to well
managed green places and attractive tree lined streets,
even if this activity is as simple as walking the dog.
People of all ages can have their quality of life improved
through increased physical activity, and the possible
resultant social activity may also lead to an enhanced
sense of community. A park may provide the impetus for
children to abandon their digital devices and engage in
outdoor play – all of which is positive. I believe all ages
feel restored, relaxed and happier after contact with
nature.
I believe climate change is causing Victoria to become
noticeably hotter and drier. Green Infrastructure, in which
trees once again play such a vital role, can help mitigate
the “urban heat island” effect in cities. This effect occurs
when a metropolitan area is warmer than its surrounding
area because its buildings and paved surfaces absorb
and retain heat. In heatwaves, these increased
temperatures can kill. In the tragic events of the Victorian
Black Saturday bushfires of 2009, 173 people died in the
fires, but 374 people died of heat-related causes in the
accompanying heatwave, with the greatest proportion
of these casualties occurring in the western and northern
suburbs of Melbourne where, incidentally, tree coverage
is less dense and temperatures are warmer during the
day.
Trees as part of Green Infrastructure help
reduce temperatures in cities through shading,
evapotranspiration and modifying wind speeds during
extreme weather events.
What is happening to Victoria and in particular, to
Australia’s fastest growing city – Melbourne?

CRISP News Winter 2018

Canopy Cover: The Key to Sustainability and Liveable
Cities”. Dr Moore is a leading Melbourne University
academic specialising in Arboriculture and was a former
Principal of Burnley College.
Dr Moore believes trees all over the state of Victoria are
being removed at an increasing rate. Already since white
settlement, 2/3 of wooded vegetation has been cleared,
making Victoria the most cleared state in Australia. Parts
of Greater Melbourne are losing 1 – 1.5% of tree canopy
every year. Nineteen Local Government Areas (located
mainly in Melbourne’s inner and western suburbs) have a
tree canopy of less than 20%.
Dr Moore believes that tree removal is happening when
the following occur –
Urban development and subdivision. Trees are
removed from both front and back yards as blocks are
subdivided to accommodate higher density living in the
form of townhouses and apartments.
Utility companies remove trees for service access
often under the guise of “fire protection”, even if the
trees are growing in situations where there is no real fire
risk.

Vic Roads (the second largest tree-fellers in Victoria)
create new roads or widen existing roads.
The environmental and social importance of trees has
been researched and is well understood. However, at the
recent Tree Forum I attended, Dr Moore stated that trees
have a real and calculable monetary value which should
influence urban planning policy decision making and
help the protection of trees. Here are a few examples of
the economic value of the services provided by urban
trees.
Shade: The trees in a domestic garden can shade
a home from the hot summer sun, especially in the
afternoons, cooling your home up to 8 degrees. In 2012,
a saving of $180 per annum from two trees’ shading
was calculated from air conditioning costs…….and we
all know how rapidly power costs have increased since
2012!
The Value of Shade in Prolonging the Useful Life of
Pavements: Hot and sunny conditions typical of Australia
make bitumen paving crumbly and reduce its useful life.
It is calculated that asphalt and bitumen pavements’ lives
can be doubled or even tripled by prolonged shade from
trees.

Top: The greener east - Ringwood (Maroondah)
Above: Craigieburn - Northern suburbs (no room for trees?)
(Photos and captions added by Ed.)

Trees Add to Property Values: Real Estate agents
have long recognised the value of a good tree in a
front garden. Tree-lined nature strips add value when
compared to treeless nearby streets. Access to parks
within a 5-10 minute walk is considered highly desirable.
With higher property prices, Council rates increase and
this can lead to extra millions of dollars revenue for them
too!

Sources
Ely, Martin & Pitman, Sheryn, “Green Infrastructure, Life
Support for Human Habitats”. The compelling evidence
for incorporating nature into urban environments, June
2014
Moore, G.M., “The Economic Value of Trees in the Urban
Forest as Climate Changes”.

The Value of Shade in Schools and Other Public
Buildings:
After the 2009 bushfires, the government removed trees
that were closer than 30 metres to school buildings. This
direction also applied to school ovals. With no trees and
no shade, students were subjected to the increased risks
of sunburn and heatstroke during warm weather. As a
result, many expensive and not very durable shade cloth
shelters were installed to compensate for this loss of
tree shade.
For all these and other reasons trees in the urban Green
Infrastructure must be treasured, not just for their beauty,
but for their valuable contribution to the well-being and
sustainability of life in the urban environment. In this
world of economic rationalism, applying a monetary
value to a tree’s role in Green Infrastructure may help
all people and government agencies to extend the tree
canopy of Melbourne. Let’s hope so!

In a recent community “Tree Forum” meeting sponsored
by the Mt Evelyn Environment Protection and Progress
Association, Dr Greg Moore gave a presentation “Tree
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Winter Colour in
Maroondah
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A glimpse into some of
the flowering plants and
flowers found during
winter or early spring
in Maroondah
Correa reflexa Common Correa
Photo R.Jackson

Hardenbergia violacea
Purple Coral-Pea
Photo R.Jackson
Left:
Spyridium parvifolium
Dusty Miller
Photo R.Jackson

Pterostylis nutans Nodding Greenhood
Photo LHibbs

Epacris impressa Pink Heath
Photo LHibbs
Kennedia prostrata
Running Postman
Photo R.Jackson

Epacris gunnii Coral Heath
Photo L.Hibbs

Left and below:
Hakea nodosa
Yellow Hakea
Photo R.Jackson

Right and below:
Gynatrix pullchella
Hemp Bush
Photo R.Jackson

Hibbertia riparia Erect Guinea-flower
Photo R.Jackson

Acacia myrtifolia
Myrtle Wattle
Photo R.Jackson
10

Tetratheca ciliata Pink Bells Photo R.Jackson

Design: L.Hibbs indahcreationspublications.com.au

© CRISP Nursery
17 Greenwood Ave
Ringwood
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Carol Clark - Loughies Bushland

Loughie’s bushland
I love to linger along Loughie’s Bush Tracks –
The peace and serenity takes me right back
To my local bush childhood that spent quite nearby
And I get so nostalgic for those years gone by
For the birds and the plants there – they are precious to me
As each one has a story that only I can see.

On Friday 29th June, CRISP Nursery hosted
a morning tea to acknowledge the enormous
contribution that Carol Clark has made to our local
environment. Carol has been the driving force
behind Friends of Loughies Bushland for over 25
years and is now retiring from that role.

I am grateful to the people that protested there
To save and to keep it all, who have protected it care.
There are so many local plants any time you can see
There are all manner of species from A up to Z.
The birdlife is amazing any time of the day
For this little Bush Haven (and Carol Clarke) we say hip hooray!

Loughies is a 13-acre bush reserve in North
Ringwood, which was saved from housing
developments through community activism.
The Maroondah City Council purchased the site
in 3 stages from 1993 to 1995 and Carol was
instrumental in gathering the community support
and advocating for these purchases. Loughies
Bushland is home to over 185 indigenous plant
species and consequently provides habitat for
many birds and other fauna. There has been a
strong association between Loughies Bushland
and CRISP over the years.
In acknowledgement of Carol’s tireless work in
the reserve over many years, the Maroondah
City Council Bushland Team presented her with
a framed print of one of the rare orchids that is
found in the reserve.
Thank you Carol for your commitment to the
environment and the enormous amount of work
you have put in over many years caring and
advocating for the reserve.
The role of Coordinator of the Friends of Loughies
Bushland is now vacant. Hopefully the local
community will continue to appreciate this urban
treasure and the high ecological value of this
reserve will be maintained.
If you would like more information contact the
Bushland Management Team at Maroondah City
Council 9294 5677.

Photos: L.Hibbs

So step back in time and take your children to explore
But keep to the tracks to preserve it for evermore.
By Kay Sinclair
Still walking the bushland of her childhood seventy years on
July 2018

Kilsyth Spider Orchid update
Photo: L.Hibbs

Reserve activity reports
by Graeme Lorimer

(from emails to Croydon Conservation Society - with
thanks to Graeme and Margaret Barber)
Carol, far left,
with the first
team at
Loughies in the
90s including
Bill and Joyce
Jones and
Roger Lord

AUTUMN
Karen, Lisa, Fiona, John and I made up the team for our
June working bee. We planted 36 of the regionally rare
Wiry Bush-pea (Almaleea subumbellata) in the north
of the Trust for Nature property and just to the west of
there. We also pulled out scattered weeds along the
way, including Sweet Pittosporum, Montpellier Broom
and Bridal Creeper.
A highlight was that when I placed snail bait at the
locations of the last four known wild Kilsyth South
Spider-orchids, I found that the plant which failed to
emerge last year had just emerged. Unfortunately, that
plant has not flowered since it was discovered in 2008.
It and the other known wild member of the species both
looked quite healthy.
We finally drove 1 km south to Appletree Hill Reserve,
on Little Bungalook Creek. The two reserves and
Liverpool Road Retarding Basin (which we visited last
December) would have had very similar vegetation
prior to the district being cleared but their different
subsequent histories have allowed different plants to
regenerate. Seeing different derivatives of a single
original habitat type improves one’s sense of what the
original might have been like, and hence what we might
try to restore at Bungalook Conservation Reserves.
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WINTER
Lisa, Helen, Karen, Karin, Karin’s friend Zain and I made
up the team for our July working bee. It was cold
when we arrived but a short, brisk walk in the sun soon
warmed us up. We pulled out gorse in the northeast
corner of the Council land and we pulled out Japanese
Honeysuckle and scattered other weeds on the Trust
for Nature property. A fair bit of time was involved in
learning the identification and ecology of local plant
species. Morning tea was as enjoyable as ever, chatting
and soaking up the sun.
I was pleased to report (as I do now) that the three
Kilsyth South Spider-orchids in two pots at the Royal
Botanic Gardens will flower this spring, for the first time.
Measures are being taken to allow pollination between
them and the wild plant that is expected to flower in
spring.
Please remove dirt from your footwear before
participating in any working bees, to prevent spread of
forest diseases. A brush is useful, and a piece of wire for
any adhering clay. Gloves, tools and morning tea
are provided.

Graeme Lorimer and
Ruth Jackson with
Ruth’s painting of the
Kilsyth Spider Orchid
behind them
(Photo: L.Hibbs)
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Fungi for the novice
by Judith Pinney
At the beginning of Winter I attended a talk
on Fungi presented by Alison Pouliot, who is a
natural historian and is passionate about fungi.
Her animated talk and presentation opened up
a new field of discovery for me.  I headed out to
my local reserve the following weekend and to
my delight I discovered a ‘treasure chest’ of fungi
waiting for me, not a field mushroom to be seen!  
After my discoveries I had to know more. I’d like to
share with you some insights into fungi and their
importance to our environment. WIthout fungi, the
world could not function: nothing would decay and
some plants could not grow.
As environmental scientists investigate further into
the life cycle of fungi they are continually learning
more about the important role they play in keeping
our natural environment balanced and healthy.
For some plants they are essential for survival,
especially some Australian native orchids.
An interesting fact is that fungi are neither an
animal nor plant. News to me! I assumed they were
plants. Why are they not a plant?
The only thing they have in common with the plant
world is that they ‘stay in one place’ and appear
to grow like a very fast maturing plant. Only some
have stems but none have roots, leaves or flowers.  
Fungi do not contain chlorophyll and are unable to
obtain nourishment by photosynthesis as plants do.
Fungi consist of a mass of thread-like structures
called hyphea (similar to cotton wool), making
up a total mass called mycelium, which forms a
mycorrhiza or ‘beneficial exchange’ with its host
plant. The plant roots receive soluble nutrients
from the hyphea, which is wrapped around them.
The hyphae are also important for good soil
structure, stable carbon sequestration and water
retention, which all benefit the plant.  The mycelium
can form a very large web underground travelling
with nourishment to support other trees and plants
within the local area. The white web that you may
see on soil and decaying logs is the hyphea.
Fungi perform three vital ecological roles.
Ectomycorrizal - Mycorrhizas
A mutualistic relationship with plants and trees,
forming a symbiotic relationship that supports plant
development and growth.
Saprophytic- enabling the breakdown and recycling
of dead plant and animal matter, as well as all types
14

Mycena translucent orange caps
of organic waste materials. This is how dead trees
are broken down over time to put nourishment back
into the earth.
Endomycorrhizal - Parasitic
A relationship that causes disease and possible
death of some cultivated and native plant species.
This occurs with the hyphae penetrating and
colonising the cells of the plant.
Australian orchids need the hyphal filaments to
penetrate their seeds to provide the necessary
nutrients for the developing orchid seed. This helps
the seed to survive beyond the germination stage.
Some native orchids don’t have chlorophyll so the
fungi can also supply carbohydrates from other
plants to them.
The fungi that we are most familiar with in the
natural environment are part of the macrofungi
group Basidiomycota. They produce their spores
on microscopic club-shaped cells called basidia.
These are arranged on gills, in pores or on the
outer surface of the fruiting body. We most
commonly find fungi from the Agaric group that
can be fleshy with simple gills or forked gills such
as Agaricus campestris (Field mushroom), Agaricus
xanthodermus (Yellow Stainer), Amanita phalloides
(Death Cap), Amanita muscaria (Fly Agaric).
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It can be seen growing in wet forests on fern fonds,
leaves and twigs. Magnifying glass needed for that
one!. Australia’s largest terrestrial fungus, a bolete
Phlebopus marginatus, has been recorded with
caps up to 1 meter across and weighing up to 29kg!  
They are commonly found in eucalypt forests.
Along with the fleshy fungus, some of the other
varieties of fungus are coral fungi, puffballs, earth
stars, bird’s-nests, stinkhorns, brackets and various
shelf fungi. All fascinatingly different but doing
the same job to keep the environment in healthy
balance.

Various web sites such as Fungimap Inc at the Royal
Botanical Gardens have information and assistance
with identification.  The Field Naturalists Club
of Victoria has a special interest group focusing
on fungi, with field trips and an eBook ‘Fungi in
Australia’.

The primary job of the fruiting body is to disperse
spores via wind, foraging invertebrates, animal
dung, fur and so on. Once this mission is complete
the fruiting body decays quickly, returning
nourishment to the soil. The process can happen
quickly so the wonderful specimen found one week
can be withering away by the following weekend!
Indigenous trees such as eucalypts, kunzeas,
leptospermums, acacias, casuarinas and melaleucas
all form mycorrhizal relationships with fungi, along
with many imported garden trees such as beeches,
oaks, firs and pines.  When looking for fungi in the
environment your searching can be guided towards
these trees, along with wood/litter, soil, moss and
dung .

I hope this brief summary will awaken an interest
in fungi for you to investigate further and to
encourage you to slow down and look at what’s
actually around when you’re next walking through
our ever changing environment. Something very
fascinating might be on, around or in that rotting
log to discover.

There are several reference books also available
that focus on Australian fungi, a couple being:
A field guide to AUSTRALIAN FUNGI – Bruce
Fuher and A field guide to the Fungi of Australia A.M.Young.

All photos Ruth Jackson

Once a fungus specimen has been found the
fun begins in trying to identify it. Apart from the
fruiting body, the most reliable way is to take a
spore print on white paper, as similar looking
fungi can be distinguished apart by the colour
of the spore print. Comparing with photos and
descriptions in text-books is a good start.
Stereum ostrea

Geastrum pectinatum

Editor’s Note: CRISP produced a full colour poster of fungi
found in Maroondah.
Also available from CRISP News Autumn 2017

Then there are boletes with fleshy pores on the
under surface, which have a soft consistency.
Sizes of fungi can vary from a very large boletes
found around Eucalyptus trees through to Mycena
albidocapillaris that has a minute cap size of 5mm.
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Rufous Night Heron at Ringwood Lake
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What’s on

by Ken McInnes

CRISP SALES DAYS

The sales area is open Saturday mornings from
10.00 -1.00pm (March to November)

It is always great to re-visit our re-vegetated
bushland areas and see what species are visiting
or have decided to take up residence in the
improved habitats.

Please note our prices.
Tubestock: $1.50 for members and $2.00 non-members
140mm pots: $4.00 for members and $5.50 non-members
All sales are cash only unless by prior arrangement

A few months ago, when Maroondah bush crew
and CRISP were weeding at Ringwood Lake,
I saw a Little Pied Cormorant (Phalacrocorax
melanoleucos) fishing, then sun baking and drying
its wings, on the Western side of the lake. Later a
flash of chestnut brown and white flew out from
the dense wattles next to the lake, into a tree
branch overhanging the water and disturbing the
cormorant; then later retreating to the wattles - a
Rufous Night Heron (Nycticorax caledonicus) was
roosting in the bushland beside Ringwood Lake!
These are one of our largest night-time water
birds. During the daytime, they usually hide and
roost in a tree, well camouflaged by their brown
colouring that blends into the forest. From time to
time, I have seen them up and down the Mullum
Mullum Creek valley, but it was nice to see one
visiting, making a roost in the dense wattle patch,
well hidden from the large number of visitors to
the lake, not far from the busy pedestrian bridge.
Last weekend I saw it again, in the same patch
of wattle on the Western side of the lake - only
occasionally visible when the wind was blowing
the wattles. It looks like the Rufous Night Heron
has taken up permanent residence!
Great news, but we need to be ever vigilant,
to make sure that neighbouring night-time
“light spill” does not impact on this and other
bushlands, destroying the habitat of any resident
or visiting nocturnal birds or animals.
I also noticed this week the proposed sale and
redevelopment of 154-166 Maroondah Highway,
promoted as having an “81m frontage to
Ringwood Lake” (see http://www.commercialview.
com.au/154-166-maroondah-highway-ringwoodvic/commercial-for-sale-details-11310466).
At present this block has no direct access to
Ringwood Lake, and the height of the buildings
does not impact on the Ringwood Lake Reserve
or neighbouring Bedford Park. I suggest we
keep a close eye on this site, to ensure that both
Ringwood Lake and Bedford Park bushlands are
not adversely effected by any developments, or
16

Climate Emergency Conference

Tuesday, 11 September 2018 - 12:00pm to
Wednesday, 12 September 2018 - 5:00pm
Darebin Council
Northcote Town Hall, 189 High St, Northcote

Rufous or Nankeen Night Heron (photo by Lars Petersson)

Sunday September 16

https://aussiebirdcount.org.au
The #AussieBirdCount is a great way to connect with the birds
in your backyard no matter where your backyard happens to
be - a suburban backyard, a local park, a patch of forest, down
by the beach, or the main street of town.

that the Ringwood Lake “frontage” is not seen as a
“commercial opportunity”.
We have lost significant bushland beside the
Mullum Mullum Creek, recently in Nelson
Street, near New Street to the currently-underconstruction development of three 10-storey
apartment blocks - despite governments previously
promising the community that any unwanted
roadway reserve would be incorporated into the
adjacent Mullum Mullum Linear Park. Already the
night light spillage, even while the apartments are
under construction, is having a major effect on the
bushland habitat.

22-28th October 2018

Celebrating a day to restore and maintain
Australia’s remaining bushland.
Held annually in spring, Bushcare’s Big Day Out (BBDO) is a national day
of community participation to restore remnant bushland. BBDO is a day
designed to give every one of us the opportunity to find out more about
our bushland. What is being done? What can be done in the bush where
we live, so that it thrives?

You can count as many times as you like over the week, we just
ask that each count is completed over a 20 minute period. The
data collected assists BirdLife Australia in understanding more
about the birds that live where people live.

11-18th November 2018

It’s a fun day where anyone can get involved and learn alongside
experts. Activities can include weed removal, tree planting, mulching or
even follow up maintenance on sites where rehabilitation has already
begun. Just some of the local activities include:
Warrien Reserve: Sunday 11th September. RARE Spring tree
planting. Combined with Bushcare’s Major Day Out, a major Australia
wide event, the Friends of Warrien Reserve are running a tree planting
along with bushcare activities. Everyone welcome. http://warrien.org
Also see Warranwood Reserve, Mullum Mullum and Bungalook in
Maroondah region.

Sunday September 16th

Epacris impressa
grown by Mick and Liz Dexter

See image on full colour website version

10.45 am to 1.30 pm Official Opening of the final
section of the Mullum Mullum Trail. 1.3km walk with
BBQ at the end. More info:
9840 9171 or csadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au.

https://beesbusiness.com.au/pollweekmain.html
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Your help needed
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Subscriptions

Many local residents are working to improve the habitat and connectivity of our reserves. If you are
interested in getting involved, either join with one of the existing groups (see below) or start your own
in your local reserve. If you are interested in starting work in your local reserve contact the Bushland
Team at Maroondah City Council and discuss how your effort and enthusiasm can be best directed.

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS
Group Name

Contact

Heathmont Bushcare

Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month      
http://heathmontbushcare.wordpress.com

Roger:

9876 6762

Loughies Bushland				

Contact Maroondah City Council
Bushland Team 9294 5677

Due on July 1st each year

(For Members joining after March, your next subscription falls due the following year.)

What does your membership mean for you?
Apart from helping support your local indigenous plant nursery (run by volunteers), all plants are available
to you at reduced rates (eg. tube stock will cost $1.50 instead of $2.00
and 140mm pots cost $4.00 instead of $5.50.)
You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna alive.
Support CRISP and help your local environment.

Direct deposit to renew membership
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?
Don’t have a cheque book? We are making it easier for you to
renew by direct deposit.

			

First Friends of Dandenong Creek
website:
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/
portphillipwesternport/ffdc/ or visit our
Facebook
site: @FirstFriendsofDandenongCreek

Charlie Miller

Mullum Mullum Creek Bushcare Group   

Bill Herman

0418366780

FJC Rogers Reserve                                              

Don Dower:      9736 2309

Friends of Wombolano

Andy:  
Merrilyn :

Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month

		

Friends of Ringwood Lake

0414999491
0410073514

Working bees held first Monday of the month
Des:        
Meet at the Sound Shell at 10.00am				

9879 4176

Friends of Andersons Creek

Richard:   

9876 5382

Second Sat of the month  fom 9.30am

Graeme:

0403 229 862

Ringwood Field Naturalist Club                          

Peter:      

9801 6946

Croydon Conservation Society                           

Keith:       

9723 1806

                     

Bungalook Conservation Reserve			

         

Margaret:

9876 3094

			Application for Membership
			

MEMBERSHIP

SINGLE		

$10 per annum

FAMILY		

$15 per annum

GROUP: 		

$20 per annum

(Please circle)

Name: 		

__________________________________________________________________

Address:

__________________________________________________________________

		__________________________________________________________________

Contact:

Tel: ______________________ Email: ______________________________________________
PLEASE TICK √

Warrien Reserve				

www.warrien.org
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David               9725 3163
Pat Black:   

9723 0036

Please forward payment to:

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:
I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail

Yanggai Barring, Warranwood

Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can
update your membership

ffdc1999@gmail.com

Warranwood Reserve

BSB 033 044

0417 125 677

Sending an email to the
nursery when you make the
deposit will ensure that your
membership information is
updated correctly.

o

OR
I wish to read the newsletter on the website

o

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont,VIC 3135
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Epacris impressa
grown by Mick and Liz Dexter

17 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
ABN: 83189398124
email: crisp@melbpc.org.au

www.crispnursery.org.au
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