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Volunteers
Most of the work at CRISP is carried out 
by volunteers. These are people from within 
the community who give their time to 
help provide a large range of indigenous 
plants for the Maroondah region.  If you 
care about your local environment and 
would like to help out at the nursery,  join 
the friendly team. No experience needed. 
Learn the difference between our local 
native plants, learn to propagate and pot up 
the many seedlings.

L-R: Deyeuxia quadriseta (Reed Bent-grass), 
Rytidosperma setaceum (Bristly Wallaby-grass),  

Anthosachne scabra (Common Wheat-grass)
photos by Christian Hauser

Cover photo credits

Report from the nursery

What a challenging summer it has been. The lack 
of rain through summer and into autumn has put 
a lot of pressure on the plants in our gardens and 
reserves. At the nursery we have adjusted our 
watering and managed to produce many thousands 
of plants that will be ready for planting once the 
Autumn rains come.

Our Sales Area reopened for Saturday Sales at the 
beginning of March. So far things have been quiet 
with most customers gathering information and 
working on preparing sites and waiting until there is 
some moisture in the ground before planting. 
We have had very positive response to the Wildlife 
Gardens Maroondah booklet that we released late 
last year. It has provided a great introduction for 
many residents to the local plants that are available 
and the concept of using local indigenous plants 
to create habitat. If you haven’t picked up a copy 
yet they are available from the nursery during our 
opening hours. We do appreciate a gold coin 
donation for the booklet to help cover the printing 
cost.

On Saturday 16th February many of our members 
attended the Living Maroondah Symposium which 
was held at the Karralyka Centre and hosted by the 
Maroondah City Council. Council is conducting an 
extensive Vegetation Review and this event was 
to stimulate interest in the review and encourage 
community feedback. For us it was a very 
interesting day and provided a great opportunity 
to network with many other community members 
with an interest in Maroondah Vegetation. We 
had been invited to set up an information stand 
for the nursery which attracted a great deal of 
conversation.

We are looking forward to a busy year at the 
nursery with many of the Friends Groups planning 
for planting days and Maroondah City Council 
continuing with their Rare Plants program, Living 
Links plantings along Dandenong Creek and 
general Bushland and Parks plantings. It is always 
heartening to see the plants that our volunteers 

Stephanie Dean and Annette O’Sullivan

nurture going out into the reserves and adding 
to the local biodiversity. We have many hours of 
selecting plants and packing the orders ahead over 
the next few months!

Many thanks to all the volunteers who have a role 
in making sure that CRISP continues to have such 
a major role in the Maroondah natural landscape. 
If you would like to join in our volunteer activities 
there are many opportunities from regular nursery 
work on Wednesdays and Fridays, seed cleaning 
evenings, Monday Mornings in the Reserves 
outings, Saturday Sales or our Working Bee planned 
for Saturday 18th May. To find out more contact us 
at the nursery during our opening hours.

Save the Date – we will be having a working bee at 
the nursery on Saturday 18th May from 10am-1pm.

A Note from the Editor17 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood VIC 3134
Tel. (03) 9879 3911
ABN: 83189398124 

email: crisp@melbpc.org.au
www.crispnursery.org.au

As I type this we are into yet another week in March 
with no rain and temperatures high 20s and into the 
30s. The ground is parched. Our focus this issue and our 
middle page poster is on local indigenous grasses. This 
seems very appropriate as these will survive the dry and 
burst forth again once the rains arrive. (PS. Rain has just 
arrived!)

Our birdbaths have always attracted the large birds but 
I am pleased to say that my ‘hanging birdbath’ I made 
after reading Ken McInnes article, has been frequently 
visited by Brown Thornbills and Grey Fantails. 

I am disappointed I missed the AGM and the talk by 
Colin Arnold. The idea of using goats to keep down 
weeds is not a new idea but it is certainly new for 
councils to add these into their weed management 
program. Thank you to Judith Pinney for her detailed 
notes taken during the meeting. An article about this 
also featured in the Spring 2014 edition of the CRISP 
News, by Eric Hornung (p10) - available to download 
from the website).

Thank you to Graeme Lorimer for his expertise in 
checking the indigenous grasses on the middle page 
poster and for his photo of Mat Grass; Christian Hauser 
for suggesting the grass theme and providing many 
of the grass photos; Carol Clarke for her article on the 
Mullum Mullum Festival, Tawny Frogmouths in her 
garden and poem; Annette O’Sullivan for her article on 
grasses; Ann Adams for her personal take on watering 
the garden and report on the Sustainable Fair 2019;  
Stephanie Dean and Ann Adams for their report on 
the Living Maroondah Symposium; further photos by 
Stephanie Dean, Ruth Jackson and Ken McInnes. 

Thank you to Stephanie, Annette O’Sullivan, Anne 
MacLean and Ann Adams for brainstorming ideas for the 
newsletters and providing content and support, and to 
Olwyn and Lloyd for proofreading. 

Last week was the International Flower and Garden 
Festival in Melbourne Carlton Gardens. The main 
emphasis is always on non native plant and flower 
-species. Perhaps we need to encourage the organisers 
of this event to have more representation of the local 
plants. Maybe one day an organisation like CRISP might 
partner with one of the designers and showcase our 
local Maroondah indigenous plants. Just an idea...but 
perhaps someone one day will make it happen.

Take care of your garden and do the best you can to 
recycle your water to keep all plants alive. 
Linda Hibbs

DISCLAIMER
CRISP Nursery Inc. does not hold itself responsible for statements 
made or opinions expressed in CRISP News. They may not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the organisation but are merely printed to share 
information with those who are interested in the conservation of our 
local flora and related environmental concerns.

Saturday 18th May 
Working Bee at 
CRISP Nursery
From 10am-1pm.

Check out the full colour version of 
CRISP News on-line

Design: Jamie Holyoak
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From the Committee

The committee has had a relatively quiet time after 
organising the December BBQ. Thanks to everyone 
who brought such a wonderful array of salads and 
desserts, and especially to Chris for firing up the 
BBQ. We then organised the date and location 
of the AGM, and our wonderful co-managers 
managed all the details. Our Treasurer, Kay, and our 
Secretary, Judith also did a great job. 

Despite a hot and dry summer, our plants mostly 
survived thanks to our co-managers and the 
watering system. We have plenty of stock to 
replace the casualties in the gardens and bush 
areas, when we finally have an autumn break.

The nursery is now open for Saturday Sales from 
10am – 1pm. We are well stocked with a good 
variety of tubestock and 140mm pots. Now is 
a good time to start planning for late Autumn 
planting – hopefully we will get some significant 
rainfall soon.

Health and Safety Reminder
Please consider your health and wellbeing when selecting which activities to join in. Many activities around the nursery 
involve lifting, bending or standing for long periods. Some activities can be adjusted where required and CRISP man-
agement are keen to discuss any ideas you may have to reduce any potential Health and Safety issues that you identify.

On Sunday 20 
January, CRISP joined 
the stakeholders of 
a Mini Sustainability 
Fair held at the 
Ringwood Bedford 
Park Community 
Garden.

The weather was 
warm and inviting 
and so too were the 
many organisations 
promoting their 
cause. Here you 
could purchase 

Most of all, the festival challenged people to see 
positive options for a sustainable environmental 
future. Here people would aim to reduce their 
carbon footprint and hopefully strengthen their 
community friendships through involvement with 
like-minded environmental groups. CRISP, with 
its aim of encouraging the growth of indigenous 
plant species, is an integral part of this better 
environmental future.

Feeling the ‘Buzz’ of a Sustainable Future
by Ann Adams

Note: March- sadly the 
scarecrow and the cherry 
tree garden where it was 
located has been burnt 
down. (Ed)

a sustainable metal straw, be guided on how to 
grow your own vegetables, view an electric car or 
purchase an organic bamboo toothbrush, along 
with many other organic toiletries.  

Under the mantra of ‘Keep Calm and Don’t Shop’ 
you could learn how to be a member of the Hyper-
Local Gift Economy in which you exchange your 
labour in return for a service that you need. And 
not forgetting that your new vegetable garden may 
need a scarecrow to protect its produce and there 
were of course, examples of scarecrow building too! 

CRISP had its own information stall. Many free plant 
vouchers were distributed and there was much 
interest shown towards our new plant information 
booklet as Lloyd Smiley and myself told interested 
listeners about CRISP and its aims.

Photos by Ann Adams

Looking for a gift that reflects our local 
area? CRISP has great plants, gift vouchers 

and local botanical illustrations by 
botanical artist Ruth Jackson available as 

prints or cards. 

Dianella admixta
by Ruth Jackson

©Copyright

Planting local (indigenous) plants in your garden

Maroondah
Wildlife Gardens

Planting local (indigenous) plants in your garden

Maroondah
Wildlife Gardens

17 Greenwood Av.
Ringwood, VIC 3134
Tel (03) 9879 3911   
email: crisp@melbpc.org.au
Wed/Fri and Sat mornings

CRISP Booklet 
Wildlife Gardens

Out Now!

The nursery is now open for 
Saturday Sales from 10am – 1pm. 
We are well stocked with a good 
variety of tubestock and 140mm 
pots. Now is a good time to start 
planning for late Autumn planting.

Subscriptions
Due on July 1st each year  

For Members joining after March, your next subscription 
falls due the following year.

What does your membership mean for you?  
Apart from helping support your local indigenous plant nursery (run by 
volunteers), all plants are available to you at reduced rates (eg. tube stock 
will cost $1.50 instead of $2.00 and 140mm pots cost $4.00 instead of 
$5.50.)  You are also helping to keep Maroondah’s local flora and fauna 
alive. Support CRISP  and help your local environment.  
Pay now (cheque, direct debit) or drop into the nursery.   

Lloyd Smiley and 
the CRISP stall

Photos by Ann Adams
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Christmas BBQ 2018

Lloyd Smiley Christian Hauser and Stephanie Dean Joyce Jones and Annette O’Sullivan

David Cole and Paul Chenery Paul Chenery and Carol Clarke Mike and Jennah

Ann Adams and Roger with 
Pam Caitling

Joyce, Margaret, Kelly and Rick
As is the CRISP tradition, the food at the annual Christmas BBQ was a 
delicious and diverse selection of sweet and savoury, all in the company 
of both long time members and those new to the nursery.

The Mullum Mullum Festival 2018
by Carol Clarke

The 18th Mullum Mullum Festival held in April/May 
2018* was more expansive and more enlightening 
than ever! Every event which I attended showed a 
noticeable increase in the numbers of people present, 
plus and increase in the emphasis on information 
about the many values of the Valley as a natural 
treasure. In general, it was made clear that although 
parts of the Valley have been partly or highly modified 
since white man’s settlements around 200 years 
ago, other sections still display the features of Valley 
Heathy Forest, which has become very precious. 
These sections display an endangered EVC (Ecological 
Vegetation Class) to the east of Melbourne and 
in Gippsland. Only a few pockets still exist (Darcy 
Duggan)

Another clear increase was the number of migrants 
present. Their understanding of facts about what 
was seen on two nature walks was a aided by having 
interpreters present, who translated all the details 
pointed out by the leader.

I chose to attend the Opening Afternoon and five later 
activities. The Opening Afternoon commenced with 
Uncle John Baxter speaking of the huge changes for 
his people during the last 200 years and about the 
importance of integrating our community rather than 
domination of one race over another. He mentioned 
the need to work things out together alongside 
recognition of the long-term care of the environment 
by the Aboriginal people.

Next came the songs of Robbie Grieg, award winning 
singer-songwriter. This impressive performance 
included the Wurundjeri sorry song. For me, however, 
the highlight was the story in song of King Barak. 
He led his tribe away from his birthplace beside the 
Brushy Creek in North Croydon to avoid white man’s 
impact on the area. After initially attempting to settle 
in the Acheron area, he brought his people down 
from the hills to Coranderrk near Healesville. Their 
successful settlement there lasted for some years 
before the government made the site into a mission. 
The Aborigines then gradually declined at Coranderrk 
and King Barak himself was buried there when he died 
in 1903, aged 85 - the last Chief of the Yarra Yarra 
tribe. 

Following this I attended the memorable film of Kevin 
Rudd’s speech which showed heartfelt reactions from 
overwhelming attendances in and around parliament 
house. As I had not seen this before other than short 
snippets on the TV, I was once again highly impacted 
by the long-term plight of the aboriginal people in 
their own country. 
Uncle John Baxter spoke again after this film and 
outlined the gradual decline in Aboriginal expectations 

due to lack of real effective action by our government. 
He quoted the numbers of children who are still being 
removed from their families as one example. He 
himself was one such child, around sixty years ago.

All around us on Open Day at Yarran Dheran reserve 
were Aboriginal workshops such as basket weaving 
using native plants, craft work, weapon making, and 
some interesting displays, plus the welcome fruit, 
drinks and snack stall (all food is vegetarian, with 
vegan and gluten free options and all catering ware is 
100% compostable and 100% biodegradable).

The activities which I chose included a Nature Walk 
- with Arabic interpreters; the talk and presentation 
about climate change; a birding walk; a bush-care 
walk and talk; and the four hour walk and talk along 
the upper reaches of the Mullum Mullum Creek. All 
were both informative and enjoyable and were highly 
professional in their presentation and knowledge.

The speaker on Climate Change, David Karoly,  is 
known as a ‘top echelon in climate change knowledge’ 
and belongs to the United Nations International 
Committee on Climate Change. In his presentation 
‘Climate Change and Mullum Mullum: Where are we 
now and where are we heading?’, the graphs, statistics 
and knowledge presented were about several aspects 
of this topic, and were so impressive that one wonders 
why our governments seem to take little notice of 
these indisputable facts. Although there are a number 
of contributory factors to human-induced climate 
change, we learnt that globally, coal-fired emissions 
still remain the largest problem. After the presentation 
several questions and comments indicated a strong 
concern among everyone in the packed room.

Another impressive speaker, this time on an outdoor 
walk near Chaim Court, was Darcy Duggan, who 
also had a wealth of knowledge, this time about the 
maintenance of bushland health. His concern for the 
future of endangered bush areas such as the Valley 
Heathy Forest beside Chaim Court, were evident. He 
explained to us the importance of small scratching 
creatures (now rare in suburban areas) and the fungus 
spreading unseen in the soil, both which are necessary 
for retaining the health of ‘original’ natural bush areas. 
We all departed, feeling it was a wake up call for the 
community upon learning about the lesser known 
needs for retention of our special bush areas. 

During the Bird Walk, our sharp-eyed leader was 
successful in spotting 27 different bird species, with 
two or more of these being heard only. I was thrilled 
to see the bright attractive King Parrot three or four 
times.
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Grasses are one of the largest families in the world 
and undoubtedly the most important plant family 
to mankind, animals and insects. They fill a niche 
within the ecosystem, providing an anchor point 
for a complex web of interconnected relationships 
between all forms of life within our environment. 
Grasslands are estimated to comprise about 20% of 
the world’s vegetation. Locally there are 48 species, 
the most common and varied being Poa and 
Rytidosperma. 

Grasses play an important role in regeneration 
projects and are good for soil conservation. They 
help stabilize bare soil, help with soil permeability 
and moisture retention and help minimise erosion.
They provide some important ecosystem services. 
They provide food for humans, birds, animals and 
insects, shelter for insects and lizards, nurseries for 
caterpillars and butterflies and nesting material 
for birds. They are an important foundation plant 
and an attractive component in the landscape. 
Many wildflowers and orchids disappear when 
native grasses are removed or replaced by exotic 
introduced species. 

A diverse and healthy native grass understory can 
improve the biodiversity in your garden and in your 
local area.

Grasses commonly grow in tufts or tussocks such 
as Poa labilladiera (Common Tussock-grass) or 
Eragrostis browneii (Browns Love-grass) or Poa 
Morrisii (Soft Tusock-grass) -see photo next page. 
This feature has contributed to their ecological 
success: the stems are stimulated by moderate 
cutting, grazing or fire. These adaptations to fire, 
grazing or drought enable grasses to thrive under 
conditions that tend to discourage other plants.

Grasses
by Annette O’Sullivan

The stem of a grass terminates in an inflorescence 
or flowering head which is the flowering and seed 
bearing part of the plant. This flowering head 
consists of a number spiklets. A spiklet comprises of 
two glumes, an outer husk, and one or more florets 
or grass seeds. 

Grasses can persist in the local urban landscape. 
Take a look on your nature verge outside the front 
of your house and you will probably find examples 
of remnant Rytidosperma sp (Wallaby-grasses) 
and Microlaena stipoides, named Weeping Grass 

because of its gracefully arched seed heads. 
Large quantities of seed are produced by most 
grasses, so even if conditions are difficult some 
seed is set. The small light seeds often with hairs, 
such as Wallaby-grasses, hooks or awns, such as 
Spear-grasses are effectively dispersed by wind, 
water, humans or animals. 

Poa ensiformis (Purple Sheathed Tussock-grass) 
a commonly used grass in gardens and for 
revegetation, is a good example of one of the 
most basic types of grass inflorescence, a panicle. 

For a healthy and diverse ecosystem, added 
interest and texture, and to provide food and 
habitat for the many critters that live in your garden 
- plant grasses.

References: 
Lorimer G.S. (1997) Sites of Biological Significance in
   Maroondah, for Maroondah City Council.
Lorimer G.S. (2019) Biodiversity in Maroondah Volume 1 
   – Draft, For Maroondah City Council
Lorimer G.S. (2004) Wild Grasses of Victoria, course notes
Wheeler D.J.B, Jacobs S.W.L, Whalley R.D.B, (2002) 
  Grasses of New South Wales Third Edition

Many grasses propagate vegetatively by the 
production of a large numbers of shoots or 
creeping stems above ground (stolons) or 
underground (rhizomes). Hemarthria uncinata 
(Mat Grass) is an example of a locally 
occurring rhizomatous grass that occurs in 
wetlands.

Finally I was delighted to find that I could walk for 
four hours along the Mullum Creek with various stops 
along the way. I hasten to add that only one of these 
stops was to have a break! The other stops were for 
us to hear various facts from Ken McInnes about the 
care of the creek’s bush surrounds, and the adjacent 
developments seen along the way. This walk was, 
like the other events, very well attended with large 
number of newly arrived Australians present.

For any readers who have experienced a few, or 
none, of the Mullum Mullum Festival’s four days of 
events in the past, I would urge you to put the 19th 
Festival on your calendar. It will be held in spring.

The topics covered by the Festival relate to all bush 
areas, bush which many CRISP readers are caring for 
continuously. The Festival’s events show that there is 
always much to both enjoy and to learn about in our 
natural surrounds. I continue to be enriched during 
each of the many festivals which I have attended. An 
added bonus is that those of ‘like mind’ can meet or 
renew contacts with each other.

Ken McInnes 
leading one 
of the early 
morning walks 
as part of 
the Mullum 
Mullum 
Festival 2018

*Editor’s Note: Apologies to Carol for not including this in the 
last newsletter. As this year’s festival is much later in the year, it 
is still very relevant . The presentation by David Karoly ‘Climate 
Change and Mullum Mullum: Where are we now and where 
are we heading?’ mentioned by Carol, can be downloaded from 
https://mullummullumfestival.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/
climate-change-and-mullum-mullum.pdf

Poa Morrisii (Soft Tusock-grass)
Photo Christian Hauser

Detail of Hermarthria 
uncinata (Mat Grass) 
by A & G Lorimer

Microlaena stipoides 
(Weeping Grass) 
Photo Christian Hauser

Close up of inflorescence 
of Rytidosperma tenuius 
(Purplish Wallaby-grass)
Photo by Ruth Jackson
Photo by Ruth Jackson

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass
Photo by Ruth Jackson

Get Involved
The Mullum Mullum Creek Valley needs your 
assistance! Learn what you can do to help 
preserve this beautiful piece of native Australian 
bushland. If you would like to contribute to the 
next Mullum Mullum Festival, please join our 
committee - we would love to hear from you!

Contact
Monique Decortis: ph. 9719 7661
David De Angelis: 0409 519 829

or email: mmf.committee@gmail.com
(PO Box 173, Mitcham, 3132)

www.mullummullumfestival.org.au
www.facebook.com/MullumMullumFestival
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Grasses in Maroondah

Design: L.Hibbs indahcreationspublications.com.au

© CRISP Nursery
17 Greenwood Ave 
Ringwood
www.crispnursery.org.au
crisp@melbpc.org.au

Far right: Microlaena stipoides
(Weeping Grass) Photo C. Hauser
Right: Seeds of  Microlaena
stipoides- K.McInnes

Below: Seeds of  
Rytidosperma fulvum 
(Leafy Wallaby-grass) 
Photo Ken McInnes

Rytidosperma tenuius 
(Purplish Wallaby-grass)
Photo by Ruth Jackson

Above: and below Austrostipa rudis 
ssp.rudis (Veined Spear-grass) 
Photos Stephanie Dean

Right: Themeda triandra
(Kangaroo-grass)
Photo Ruth Jackson

Right:
Rytidosperma sp.
a wallaby-grass
Photos Ruth Jackson

 
Left: Deyeuxia quadriseta 
(Reed Bent-grass)
Photos Christian Hauser

Below: Austrostipa seeds
Photo Ken McInnes

Left:
Poacea Morrisii
(Soft Tussock-grass)
Photo Ruth Jackson

A glimpse at some of the indigenous grasses 
found in Maroondah

Below:
Hesperilla ornata 
(Spotted Skipper)
on Rytidosperma sp.
Photo by Ruth Jackson

Below: Themeda triandra
Photo Ruth Jackson

Right: Rytidosperma pallidum 
(Red-Anther Wallaby-grass)
Photo Ruth Jackson

Themeda triandra seeds 
Photo Ken McInnes

Above left: 
Rytidosperma setaceum 
(Bristly Wallaby-grass),
Above right: 
Anthosachne scabra 
(Common Wheat-grass)
Left: Phragmites australis 
(Common Reed) in 
Poaceae family.
Photos by Christian Houser
 

Above and above right: Hookerochloa hookeriana 
(Hooker’s Fescue) - locally rare swamp grass. 
Photo Christian Hauser.

Right: Rytidosperma 
geniculatum 
Kneed Wallaby-grass
Photo Christian Hauser
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Australia has just experienced its hottest summer on record. On a more local scale, how hot was 
Melbourne last summer? Very hot indeed!  Melbournites sweltered through 42.8 degrees on January 
25. Hot days are not new to Melbourne and sometimes the temperature even goes higher, but this last 
summer had prolonged high temperatures with little to no rain. 

The mean maximum 2019 January temperature was 28.4, compared with the average mean January 
temperature of 26 degrees. Also, according to the Bureau of Meteorology, the number of days 
experiencing maximum temperatures of 35 degrees and above was well above average. February 
experienced its usual mean maximum of 26 degrees. However, temperatures rose as March approached 
and as I write this article, March has already experienced 3 days of 35 degrees and above.

(Source: Bureau of Meteorology. Most observations are taken from Olympic Park, but some are from 
Melbourne Airport).  These record high temperatures were accompanied by depressingly low rainfall that 
quickly emptied many household water storage tanks.

I felt I could not watch my garden endure this toxic combination of record high temperatures and 
frustratingly low rainfall, so very regular watering became in my eyes, essential for the survival of my 
garden. Here I must confess – garden watering brings out the worst in me! What person can honestly not 
admit to cursing as they experience the vagaries of a wayward hose? There is the persistent recurring kink 
that you desperately yank to hopefully free the hose, but more often make you retrace your steps, find the 
kink, straighten the hose and in a time-consuming fashion, start all over again. Then there is the ‘cooling 
effect’ of being saturated as a hose parts company with the tap fitting! Add to that the best time to water 
is at dusk, the favourite attack time of mosquitoes. And not forgetting the extra delight of a large water bill 
from Yarra Valley Water!

So, it makes perfect sense to plant some of CRISP’s indigenous plants in your garden. Once established, 
these plants need less water than many non-indigenous varieties and will undoubtedly be more likely to 
survive as climate change causes temperatures to soar and rainfall to decrease in the future. 

References:
www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/tables/cw_086071_All.shtml
www.bom.gov.au/jsp/ncc/cdio/weatherData/av?p_nccObsCode=139&p-display
www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/201901/html/IDCJDW3050.2019
www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/201902/html/IDCJDW3050.2019

December 2018 January 2019 February 2019 March 2019
(first 22 days)

4 days
(mean 2 days)

5 days
(mean 3.6 days)

2 days
(mean 2.7 days)

3 days
(mean 1 day)

December 2018 January 2019 February 2019 March 2019
(first 22 days)

104.8 mm
(59.1 mm mean)

11.2 mm
(46.8 mm mean)

18.6 mm
(48 mm mean)

4 mm (until 22 March)
(50.1 mm mean) 

Another good reason ...to plant more 
indigenous plants in your garden!
by Ann Adams

Number of days experiencing temperatures of 35 degrees and above: December 2018 – March 2019

Rainfall totals. December 2018 – March 2019

Every morning this year, soon after I get out of bed, 
I walk up my sloping back garden to a treed area. 
‘Why do I do that?’ you may well ask. I want to see 
if my friends, the Tawny Frogmouths have chosen to 
rest in my garden for the day!

I discovered in early January 2018, that one of these 
birds was gazing down on me from my eucalyptus 
trees. Then a few days later I saw two birds above 
me, and much ‘white-wash’ below me! Imagine my 
excitement when two days later I saw three birds 
above me. One was smaller than the other two, so I 
assumed he was the young one.

Their behaviour often fascinates me. They never 
seem to be wary of me but they do sometimes 
follow my tracks as I prowl below looking for a 
good photo spot. And their eyes and turning heads 
definitely follow the flight of aeroplanes! Are they 
simply wondering what the creature is above them, 
or are they watching a potentially big enemy who 
may swoop down on them? They have determined 

My Special Morning Stroll
by Carol Clarke

ability to survive all weathers - today they have 
clung to their branch through head heat and sun, 
followed by blustery winds and then pouring rain. 
‘How much sleep did they have today’? I said to 
myself.

My Tawnys are roosting in a few original eucalypts 
on this block, plus younger eucalyptus and wattles 
planted by me many years ago. Reaching up to 
these trees are various shrubs including other wattle 
species, bursarias, coprosmas and more. All plants 
came from CRISP. They now form an upper and 
lower level cover which I guess the Tawnys like as it 
helps to screen them.

Thanks to the efforts of CRISP volunteers and 
staff doing a dedicated but often more repetitive 
work over many years. I have a good screen from 
neighbours and more importantly, various birds of 
Maroondah regularly visit my garden. So THANK 
YOU CRISP for giving me a lot of on-going bird 
watching pleasure.

Editor’s note: Tawny Frogmouths are found throughout 
Mainland Australia and Tasmania. They are often mistaken as 
Owls but are more closely related to Nightjars. Sometimes you 
can hear them more easily than spot their camouflaged feathers 
on the bark of a eucalyptus. The continuous low sounding ‘oom-
oom-oom’ noise can be heard around mating time.
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CRISP AGM 2019
Talk by Colin Arnold – GrazeAway
Report by Judith Pinney

Environmentally Friendly Goats

Colin delighted the members at the AGM with his 
passion for using goats to manage and restore 
habitat without using herbicides to remove weed 
infestation.  

Goats are renowned for eating everything in sight, 
but put them into a bushland reserve and they 
will munch away to their hearts content on all 
the luscious weeds, leaving the ‘less tasty’ native 
plants alone, although they are partial to the odd 
Chocolate Lilly, lomandra or sedge. Colin showed 
several ‘before and after’ photos of areas such as 
Rocky’s Paddock in Vermont, Campbell’s Croft and 
Abbey Walk to show the weed clearing efficiency of 
a small herd of 6-7 goats.  

Gone from sight was the English Ivy climbing up 
trees, blackberry bushes nibbled away (not even 
thorns can stop the goats), Angled Onion, Dock, 
Gorse, Hemlock, Nutgrass ripped from the hard 
ground. The goats especially like the pittostrums. 
They can push over small trees, breaking the stems 
and effectively killing the plants. The weeds are all 
ripe for picking when the goats come grazing.

The only thing that will stop a goat in its tracks is 
water but the willows along the waterways are not 
safe: Colin helps out there with a push or a chop.

When the goats have eaten all the foliage off, Colin 
will make a pile of the bare branches to create 

habitat for the small birds such as wrens, and to 
provide shelter for insects and reptiles.  

Soon after the goats have cleared an area, it needs 
to be replanted with native plants such as dianella, 
poa, carex and sedges.  The area can then be 
maintained with occasional grazing by the goats, 
which will effectively help to kill off the young 
weeds before they drop seed and re-establish in 
the area again.  

Maroondah Council has been using the goats for a 
number of years, especially to get into the hard to 
reach areas that are not easily accessed by people 
or machinery.  Eastlink has helped prevent fire 
hazards created with dead blackberry bushes after 
spraying, by having the goats grazing them instead.  

Melbourne Water has also come on board 
using the goats along the Dandenong 
Creek in a 3-year trial that has just been 
completed.  Recently Colin and the goats 
have joined forces with the Knox Council 
to continue clearing weeds in wetland 
areas.

Colin has a 35-year background as a 
nurseryman, working with the City of 
Maroondah, Waverly and Whitehorse.  
Whilst at Whitehorse he produced a 
potting mix from the by-product of the 
nursery operations, by composting the 
street tree mulch.  Greenlink Box Hill is 
still using the potting mix formula today.   
Colin also had a stint at CRISP in the very 
early days.  

Colin has always aimed for a ‘best practice’ in 
sustainable horticulture especially in the area of 
invasive weed control that without herbicides.  
Spraying not only kills the weeds, it has a 
detrimental effect on the wildlife. Birds will still eat 
the berries from poisoned plants and herbicides 
affect the fungi in the soil.  Waterway habitats need 
to be protected from herbicides so that frogs and 
wildlife can flourish. In Europe, U.K. and America 
goats have been used extensively, and Colin 
believes there is enormous opportunity to use them 
across Australia in the battle to combat weeds 
without damaging the delicate ecosystem using 
herbicides.

It was a very informative talk and hopefully goats 
will become a common practice for weed clearing 
in the bushland reserves.

Living Maroondah Symposium
by Ann Adams and Stephanie Dean

The Living Maroondah Symposium run by 
Maroondah Council and held on the 16th of 
February, was an opportunity for the community 
to explore the many benefits that Maroondah’s 
vegetation provides. It aimed to identify options 
that could contribute and inform Council’s approach 
to protecting and conserving our vegetation and 
biodiversity for the future.  

It brought together over 130 Maroondah residents 
who attended the Karralyka Centre in Ringwood to 
hear the following speakers:
Bruce Pascoe is a Bunurong man, the author of 
‘Dark Emu’, a teacher, farmer, fisher and aboriginal 
language researcher as well as the Director of the 
Commonwealth Australian Studies project. He 
has precious knowledge of aboriginal use and 
management of vegetation prior to European 
Settlement.

Dr. Sonia Nuttman is an award-winning public 
health lecturer and researcher at Deakin University. 
She works at the intersection of human health, 
nature and sustainability. Among other awards, she 
has received a Green Gowns Award for Learning, 
Teaching and Skills through the Australasian 
Campuses Towards Sustainability (ACTS) in 2015.

Professor Sarah Bekessy 
leads the Interdisciplinary 
Conservation Science 
Research Group. She 
is Associate Professor and ARC Future Fellow at 
RMIT’s School of Global, Urban and Social Studies, 
and a researcher in the ARC Centre of Excellence 
for Environmental Decisions and in two National 
Environmental Science Program hubs (Threatened 
Species; Clean Air and Urban Landscapes). 

Dr Graeme Lorimer was awarded the 2018 
Maroondah Citizen of the Year, honoured for 30 
years of volunteer service including outstanding 
contributions to local botany and ecology. Dr 
Lorimer is also guardian of the critically endangered 
Kilsyth South Spider-Orchid (Caladenia sp. aff. 
venusta (Kilsyth South)) – possibly the rarest plant 
species on earth, and is President of the Indigenous 
Flora and Fauna Society.)

The event was moderated by John Senior, member 
of the IUCN/WCPA (International Union for 
Conservation of Nature /World Commission on 
Protected Areas). John was the leader of its Healthy 
Parks Healthy People Taskforce (2012-2016) and a 
member of its Cities & Protected Areas Specialist 
Group, as well as a Board Member/Director of 
World Urban Parks.
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The following poem was inspired by a Leunig 
cartoon that was used by Graeme Lorimer to 
describe Ruth Jackson’s vision (shown in Autumn 
2018 newsletter). Carol.

True Moments
by Carol Clarke

I welcome my roosting Frogmouths early each morn,
I tell my Spiders I am taking them to a better home
I carefully move the Preying Mantis to his well-liked bush
I say hello to families of  Magpies as I pass by

I delight in watching Rosellas bathing again
I throw Snails next door, saying sorry, not welcome here
I apologise to Caterpillars as I remove them from my vegies
I tell Cockroaches in tight cracks how clever they are

I wonder why a Blue Tongue left his bushland comfort
To traverse the perils of  bitumen and mown gardens
I contemplate the lives of  my Wombat and Possum skulls
I admire the beauty of  my colourful birdfeathers

Yes my gaze, like Ruth’s, is very gentle and friendly
Because my Heart, my Soul, my Whole Being
Is in touch with - and amazed by all of  our natural world
A fascinating world which somehow survives our human 
destruction!!

Blue-tongue lizard
Photo by CRISP members Bob and Meridith Briggs

Several speakers informed the symposium 
participants of the importance for all Australians, 
particularly those living in urban environments, or 
maintaining and improving vegetative cover and 
healthy biodiversity.

Bruce Pascoe spoke of the wonderful potential of 
the indigenous Kangaroo-grass to be used as a 
grain to make flour in Australia’s drying climate. In 
the past, Aborigines had successfully made a very 
delicious bread using this nutritious grain and had 
kindly given it to the early colonial explorers, Sturt 
and Mitchell, helping them to survive in the bush. 
Bruce believes that most Australian plains could 
grow the perennial Kangaroo grass, thus helping to 
sequester carbon, with the growth of the Kangaroo 
grass encouraged by regular burning as was once 
used by Aborigines.  Weeds could be suppressed 
and fire prevention would be heightened.

Furthermore, Bruce Pascoe suggested the radical 
idea that Australian farmers could be paid to plant 
Kangaroo grass to help Australia reach its carbon 
emission target. The environment, soil fertility and 
the economy would improve!  

Stressing the health and well being benefits of 
vegetation, the next speaker, Dr Sonia Nuttman 
stated that in the past, humans lived in close 
proximity to nature. In our now urbanised society, 
nature is harder to access. She believes that 
spending time with nature in parklands is beneficial 
in the following ways:

 •  Workplace stress is reduced by access to
      nearby parks and gardens.
 •  Those parks and gardens can promote   
     increased physical activity for all ages and
        a protective element against depression   
     and anxiety.
 •  Views of nature can be healing for those
     recovering from illness.
 •  Positive social contact is fostered in many
    community gardens.

Dr. Nuttman encouraged residents to increase 
vegetation on their properties to help combat the 
urban heat island effect of too little tree cover. She 
also suggested that neighbourhoods be designed 
to enable all dwellers to have easy access to 
parklands.

Dr Graeme Lorimer presented some very sobering 
statistics about the decline of biodiversity in the 
Maroondah region. 54.5 hectares of vegetative 
cover have been lost since an earlier 1997 review. 
Flowering plant species are declining, with 32% 
deemed to be ‘critically endangered’. 

Armed with information about the recent loss of 
biodiversity, Dr Graeme Lorimer urged residents 
to use their ‘people power’ to influence Council 
decisions regarding sound future planning for 
Maroondah’s environment. 

Professor Sarah Bekessy currently works in the 
Centre for Urban Research at RMIT. She described 
the exponential population growth that Melbourne 
is currently experiencing leading to the recent 
creation of 17 new suburbs. She urged planners to 
bring nature back to the city, creating accessible 
parks and also increasing vegetative cover in 
streetscapes, back yards, school yards, railway 
routes and courtyards. The positive results of this 
action would be more biodiversity, provision of 
shade and a reduction in the heat island effects 
of extreme temperatures. Property values would 
increase with Councils reaping higher rates!

Complementing Dr Lorimer’s belief in ‘people 
power’, Professor Bekessy advocated greater 
community and electoral support for the idea of 
bringing nature back to the city. This was something 
that politicians and other decision makers are more 
likely to respond to.

An expert panel featured three key experts who had 
been commissioned to provide specific studies for 
Maroondah - Dr Graeme Lorimer for biodiversity 
change, Joseph Kaspar for tree canopy cover 
change, and Claire Scott for planning controls 
review. The audience was able to ask questions and 
the answers to these, powerpoint slides from the 
presenters, and other documents to support the 
information provided to residents at the Symposium 
can be found on the  Maroondah City Council 
website: https://yoursay.maroondah.vic.gov.au/
maroondah-vegetation-review/documents. 

Of particular interest to us is the ‘Biodiversity 
in Maroondah 2019 Volume 1’ by Dr Graeme 
Lorimer, which is the first major report into the 
state of Maroondah’s biodiversity since the Sites 
of Biological Significance report (Dr Lorimer et al 
1997). 

Make sure you have your say as part of the 
Vegetation Review so that we can do all we can 
to ensure Maroondah City Council takes the steps 
required to ensure the best ecological outcomes for 
Maroondah into the future.

Field Guide app to Victorian Fauna
Explore Victoria’s unique and diverse wildlife at home or 
out in the field with Museums Victoria’s free Field Guide 
app.  Available for both Apple and Android devices, the 
app holds descriptions of over 950 species, including 
birds, mammals, fishes, reptiles, frogs and invertebrates 
from terrestrial, freshwater and marine environments.  
The app combines detailed animal descriptions with 
stunning imagery, as well as animal calls, distribution 
maps, conservation status, butterfly flight times, frog 
calling times and depth information for marine species.
Visit https://museumsvictoria.com.au/apps/field-guide-
app-to-victorian-fauna/ to download to your device.

Become a Citizen Scientist
There are many Citizen Science projects, many of them 
participatory (eg. Aussie Backyard Bird Count, Frog 
Census) but there are also observational projects.  One 
of them is BowerBird funded by Museum Victoria, Atlas 
of Living Australia and CSIRO.  “BowerBird is a social, 
web-based, biological sandpit – where everyone can 
come and play.”  It gathers images, videos and sounds.  
Add your  sighting (all living organisms: plants, animals, 
insects and fungi included), see it be recognised, 
commented on and identified; and then see the 
sighting become part of a larger picture for a species 
or ecosystem and finally have the sighting information 
integrated with national and international databases.  
Free to join.  Start an individual or group project, or join 
a project already on the go.  Any records contributed 
continue to be attributed to the contributor in perpetuity.
http://www.bowerbird.org.au/about

• To learn more about creating a compost bin, worm farm or
     Bokashi bin (fermentation bin), Council will be hosting two
     beginner workshops:
     Wednesday 24 April  10.00-11.30 Central Ringwood
     Community Centre, Ringwood and 
     Saturday 11 May 10.30-12.00 Ringwood Community
     Garden, Wantirna. To book Ph 9703 5288 or visit Council’s
     website. Council is offering Maroondah Residents 60% off a   
     compost bin, work farm or Bokashi. Delivery free. 

• Free Environment Seminars are held by Manningham 
       Council  on the first Wednesday of the month (Feb – Oct &
       Dec) at 7.30pm in the River View Room (ie upstairs) at the
       Grand Hotel Warrandyte. All are welcome. No booking 
       required. Wed April 3rd Bats by Dr Lindy Lumsden.
       The talk will be followed by a walk along the river– take
       torch and wear suitable shoes, & clothing for the weather   
       conditions.
       For enquiries Phone 9840 9789 or 
       http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/environment-seminars

• First Friend’s of Dandenong Creek (see advert next page).
     Please also note the following upcoming FFDC events for
     2019:
     World Environment Day  Sat 1 June 10am to 12:30pm.
     National Tree Day Sun 28 July 11am to 1:30pm.
     Details of these events will be published on the FFDC
     Facebook page, website and newsletter.

   
 

What’s on Continued on page 19

April 22nd



CRISP Newsletter Autumn 2019 CRISP Newsletter Autumn 201918 19

PLEASE TICK √

Name:   ________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Contact:      Tel: ______________________ Email: __________________________________________

                 

Direct deposit to renew membership 
Can’t get to the nursery to pay cash?  

Don’t have a cheque book?  We are making it easier for you to 
renew by direct deposit.

BSB 033 044             Account No: 149422

Ensure you put your name in the details section so we can 
update your membership

Sending an email to 
the nursery when 

you make the deposit 
will ensure that 

your membership 
information is updated 

correctly.

MEMBERSHIP    

NEWSLETTER OPTIONS:   

I wish to continue receiving the newsletter by snail mail   o 

OR                 

 I wish to read the newsletter on the website                  o  

Please forward payment to:

The Treasurer
CRISP Nursery Inc.
PO Box 706
Heathmont, VIC 3135

SINGLE -$10 per annum         FAMILY- $15 per annum          GROUP -$20 per annum

Andersons Creek Landcare
https://www.parkconnect.vic.gov.au/Volunteer/
group-details-public/?id=b541f9cc-e644-e711-8147-
e0071b668681
Contact:  andersonscreeklandcare@hotmail.com

BJ Hubbard Reserve
Contact:  Maroondah City Council Bushland Team 
phone: 9294 5677

Bungalook Conservation Reserve
Working bees held 2nd Saturday of the month from 
9.30 am
Contact:  Graeme 0403 229 862

Croydon Conservation Society
http://www.croydonconservation.org.au/ 
Contact: Liz 9879 2247

First Friends of Dandenong Creek
https://www.ffdc.org.au/ 
Contact: Charlie 0417 125 677
ffdc1999@gmail.com

FJC Rogers Reserve
Contact Don Dower: 97362309
idontlikescrambledeggs@gmail.com
Working day is 1st Wednesday in month from 12:00 
to about 2pm. Bring your lunch and chair.

Friends of Candlebark Walk
Working bees held every second month
Contact:  Marlene 9723 0656

Friends of Herman Pump Reserve
Contact:  Ann  0402 628 054

Friends of Wombolano
Working bees held 3rd Sunday of the month
Contact:  Andy 0414 999 491 or 
Merrilyn 0410 073 514

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT/FRIENDS GROUPS

Friends of Yanggai Barring
Contact:  Pat 9723 0036

Heathmont Bushcare
https://heathmontbushcare.com/
Working bees held 1st Sunday of the month
Contact: Roger 9876 6762
rogsuelord@bigpond.com

Loughies Bushland
Contact:  Maroondah City Council Bushland Team 
phone: 9294 5677

Maroondah Bushlinks
Contact: Margaret 9876 3094
marbushoz@hotmail.com

Mullum Mullum Bushcare Group
www.facebook.com/pages/category/
Community/Mullum-Mullum-Creek-Bushcare-
Group-393340894351096/ 
Contact:  Bill 0418 366 780 or 9870 9743

Ringwood Field Naturalists Club
http://www.rfnc.org.au/ 
Contact:  info@rfnc.org.au

Warranwood Reserve
http://warranwoodreserve.org/ 
Contact:  Margaret 9876 3094
warranwoodres@hotmail.com 

Warrien Reserve
http://warrien.org/ 
Contact:  David 9725 3163
friends@warrien.org

Wieland Reserve
Contact:  John cullfamily@gmail.com

Many local residents are working to improve the habitat and connectivity of our reserves.  If you are 
interested in getting involved, either join with one of the existing groups (see below) or start your own in 
your local reserve.  If you are interested in starting work in your local reserve contact the Bushland Team at 
Maroondah City Council (9294 5677) to discuss how your effort and enthusiasm can be best directed.

The Maroondah City Council website provides further detail about many of the reserves and walks in 
Maroondah http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Explore/Parks-and-playgrounds/  

Application for Membership

(Please circle)

What’s on
Saturday 18th May 
Working Bee at CRISP Nursery
From 10am-1pm.

 
APS Maroondah - Introduction to Gardening 
with Australian Plants 
Joe Wilson will be running another Introduction 
to Gardening with Australian Plants Course in 
April and early May this year. The course will be 
run on Tuesday nights on 9th, 16th, 23rd and 
30th April, finishing on 7th May. These courses 
are always very popular and informative. They 
will again be held at the Horticultural Centre at 
82 Jolimont Road, Forest Hill. The cost per person 
is the same as last year at $75. If you, or a friend, 
want to find out more please contact Joe on 9812 
0209 or email maroondah@apsvic.org.au

   

                                                      

First Friends of Dandenong Creek 
Twentieth Anniversary Celebration 

 

As a member or supporter you are warmly invited to attend our celebration on 
 

Sunday 5th May 2019 
11.00 am – 1.30 pm 

Manson’s Reserve, Selkirk Avenue, Wantirna 
 

This event celebrates 20 years of FFDC’s achievements, including 
creating and improving habitat for local endangered birds, animals, 
reptiles and frogs, and a planting of around 1,000 indigenous plants. 

The event is sponsored by Living Links and supported by Knox and 
Maroondah Councils, and will include an indigenous smoking 

ceremony, frog pond workshop, jazz band, BBQ  
and some short formalities. 

 

Please confirm your attendance as soon as possible by email to 
ffdc1999@gmail.com   or phone  0431 611 312. 
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